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(THIS MONTH'S REMINDER|

The first web broadcast of the National
Council's regular session meeting and the
Chief’s State of the Nation speech will be
on Saturday, Jan. 28. You must have at
least a DSL access to view the live video
streaming. Go to the tribal website for
instructions and other system
requirements.

by LUCAS TAYLOR
MNN Editor

OKMULGEE — A crowd of ap-
proximately 300 gathered at the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation Mound Audi-
torium to witnessthe swearing in of the
14th session of the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation National Council. The newly
swornin representatives elected Creek
District representative George Tiger to
lead the 26-member legislative body for
the next two years as Speaker.

“I am honored to have been se-
lected as speaker for the 14" session,”
said Tiger. “My main priority isto make

National Council elects Tiger new speaker

. A
Amos McNac, far left, conducts the swearing in ceremony of the 26-member legislative body of the 14th session.

things work in a timely manner, such as
legislation. The next two years will be a
tremendous challenge, however, with the
council working in a unified effort, | be-
lieveall challengeswill bemet.”

Tiger defeated Tukvpvtce District
representative Thomas Yahola, who was
spesker of the 13th session.

Creek District representative Roger
Barnett defeated Tulsa District represen-
tative Cherrah Quiett, and Wagoner/
Rogers’/Mayes District representative Ri-
chard Berryhill for Second Speaker. Mcin-
tosh District representative Anthony
Notaro was elected sergeant-at-arms by

photo by Carla Brown

acclamation.

Thefollowingisalist of theNational
Council committeesand itsmembers Busi-
ness & Governmentd-ShirleneAde, Sam
Alexander, Roger Barnett, PeteBeaver, Bill
Fife, and Anthony Notaro; Tribdl Affairs-
Larry Bible, Ron Cleghorn, Jeff Fife, Rob-
ert Jones, Eddie LaGrone, and Thomas
Mcintosh; Community Services-Sylvanna
Caldwell, Bo Johnson, Tom Pickering,
Cherrah Quiett, Travis Scott, PaulaWillits,
and LenaWind; and Human Development-
Richard Berryhill, Johnnie Greene, Duke
Harjo, JamesJennings Kegper Johnson, and
ThomasYahola

by JOSH SLANE
MNN Staff Writer

HOLDENVILLE — On the
night of Tuesday, Dec. 27, the long
drought and high temperatures con-
spired withwind gustsof up to 40 miles
an hour to create the perfect atmo-

three Muscogee (Creek) families and
claimthe life of Kelly Tiger Sr. Tiger
went out and wasfighting thefireinan
effort to keep his house safe when he
had a heart attack. But he was a man
of God, and he died fighting to help de-
fend his family and his home, and re-
ally, what greater thing can be said
about a person?

Faced with three, now homeless

Fire shakesNation; citizenslose homes

sphere for a Lola Fields,
terribleblaze. as well as
The question current Na-
wasn't “If?" tional Council
nor was it ‘ members
“When?" it ~ Roger Bar-
was merely nett and
“Where?” Shirlene
andit wasan- Aide, Steve
swered with Wilson  of
one word, Elderly Nu-
Holdenville. trition, Chief

Itwas a A brick foundation and piles of ashes are all that Of Staff Mike
fire  that remains of Betty Tiger's house. Flud, Della
would claim photo by Shirlene Ade Cherry — of
the homes of Human De-

families, the Muscogee Nation did not
drag it's feet. By Wednesday, Princi-
pal Chief A. D. Ellis, Second Chief
Alfred Berryhill, former National
Council members Rita Williams, and

velopment, Sheri Wahnee of Housing,
Christy Baldridge of Social Services
were on-site giving assistance where
needed. Also present was the Chief
and Vice Chief of the Seminole Na-
tion, as well as Karen Hearod of the
Wewoka Indian Health Center.

“I was impressed at how, in less

SEE FIRE A-4

Tribeto vote and decide on historical changes

OKMULGEE — On Feb. 18,
Muscogee (Creek) citizens have a specia
decisiontomake. A decisionthat could cer-
tainly changethecourseof tribal history.

National Coundil Referendumnumber
NCA 05-105 will be asking citizensto con-
sider if they wish to amend the Contitution
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation by substi-
tuting the phrase “The Muscogee (Creek)
Netion” with“Mvskoke Etviwy" and substi-
tuting “Muscogee” or Muscogee (Creek)
with “Mvskoke". Voters will be asked to
check abox for Y ESinsupport of thechange:
of titles, or NOinvoting against theAmend-
ment and keeping the status quo.

The changes, which will specifically
effect PreambleArtidel, 1-3; Articlell, 1-5;
Artidelll, 1-4; Article [V, 1,2,6, and 9; Ar-
tideV,1-4;ArtideV1,1,24-7;ArtideVIl, 1-
3 Artide V11, 3;andArtide!X of the Con-
ditution, has been under consideration for a

whileand hescaused controversy among citi-
zens. Citizens such as Dana Deere, Attor-
ney a Law for Legd Advocates for Indian
Country, LLP, fed the name changes need
to be made and will give the tribe a more
historicelly accuratetitieand will bewell re-
ceived by other members.
“Thereisagood chance it (amend-
ment) will pass” said Deere. “Theresponse
has been good. Tribal members understand
the purposeof the change oncethey leared
thehistory of thename. Wehaveadjustedto
sayingMuscoges, andusingMvskokeEtviwy
wouldutilizethecorrect spelling. Youngtribel
memberswill grow up saying | amamem-
ber of theMvskoke Etviwy, and will eventu-
ally understandthet the Engishtrandationis
Muscogee Nation. Many tribes such asthe
Muscogeehaveinitiated language preservar

SEE VOTE A-4

Communications Department to host news show

TULSA — The Muscogee (Creek)
Nation Communications Department will
be hosting a television news program
aired on Cox Cable Channel 3 on Satur-
day morningsfrom 11 to 11:30 am. be-
ginning Feb. 4, 2006.

“Thethirty-minute program will be
geared toward a news and information
typeformat show,” said Gerald Wofford,
Mass Communications Specialist. The

show will be hosted by Wofford and Ja-
son Salsman, Mass Communications
Assigtant I.

“I think its a good avenue for our
citizensto obtain information on tribal
happenings,” said Salsman. “We do a
radio program, but we' re excited about
this new project because we feel it pro-
vides even more positive exposure for
our nation.”

reach managing editor Lucas Taylor at:

e-mail:lucast@muscogeenation-nsn.gov

phone: (918) 732-7634

fax: (918) 758-0824
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Office of the Principal Chief

by Chief A.D. Ellis

Happy new year to all tribal citi-
zens and employees. As | write this
article, I'mtrying to remember the ups
and downsof thelast 12 months. Time
seems to be passing very quickly be-
cause we're facing the last two years
of this administration. Generally the
last two years seem to be the most
productive of any new administration
because the first two are phasing in
new programs, people and laying a
permanent foundation to achieve your
goals. Our goals are high and may be
difficult to achieve, but vision for the
futureisatrait we must have astribal
leaders.

Many thingswere accomplished
thelast twoyear’s. A new clinicisun-
der construction and due completion
in May 2006. Also, a new casino and
many construction projects are under

way nation [
wide: our new
Muscogee
Nation col-
lege, the new
Industrial
park on Hwy
75 north of
Okmulgee,
and oneof the
most exciting
projectsisthe
long awaited sewer system to the
omniplex and the new proposed all pur-
pose basketball gym center. | always
givecredit where credit isdue and none
of thiscould have happened without the
National Council and theadministration
working together. We very often agree
and disagree but we were al elected to
do thesamejob, and that toimprovethe

health and welfare of our Creek citizens.
| wish good luck to al council members
who areleaving and wel come the newly
elected one'sto join together and move
forward.

Another sad fact isthat when your
in tribal leadership you make so many
friends. Many of my elder friends have
recently passed on and | seem to loose
several each week.

Just this week we lost Aunt Katie
Smith, Sue Dalgarn and Billy Williams.
As seniors citizens we should al enjoy
lifeto the fullest and do what makes us
and our families happy. Our prayers go
out to these families.

Jan. 28, 2006 will bethefirst council
meeting of thenew year. Thisisalsothe
time of my State of the Nation address.
| also understand that the Jan. 28 activi-
tieswell be broadcast liveworldwidevia

the internet. Also, 10 creek communi-
ties will be able to watch the council
meeting live on a large screen dis-
played. This has been our wish for
many years and now it's finaly hap-
pening. Look for many more firsts
through the next two years. We are
committed to providing thisnation with
the best and most efficient client ser-
viceprogramsavailable.

Again, may thisnew year find our
citizens, churches and ceremonial
grounds enjoying a healthy and happy
times.

MVTO!

Quote of the Month

“Always listen to experts.
They'll tell you what can't be done
and why. Then do it.”

LETTERS TO EDITOR:
Coordinator thanks Communications
Saff

EDITOR: | would like to take
this opportunity to thank the entire
staff of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Communications Department for the
tremendous job that they did in help-
ing to make the Warm Mvskoke Wel-
come for the Trail of Tears Com-
memorative Ride a huge success.

Ruth Bible served as the media
coordinator and through her efforts
and countless hours of work, thisfirst-
time event received widespread atten-
tionin both Okmulgee and Tulsa. The
flyers that were redesigned by your
department gained many compliments
and weredisplayed throughout there-
gion.

Special recognition also goes to
Carla Brown and everyone who

worked on the design and printing of
the event programs. These beautiful
programswere greatly appreciated and
everyone kept them as souvenirs.

Gerald Wofford was a great
M.C. for the historical marker dedi-
cation at the Creek Council House and
also documented the events with pho-
tos and video tape.

Thevisiting riderswerevery im-
pressed with the welcome that they
received here in Okmulgee and there
was a lot of discussion about making
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation the per-
manent destination for thisannual ride.
As Event Coordinator, | have to say
that MCN Communications Depart-
ment played a major role in the suc-
cess of this event. Please accept my
sincere thanks.

Vicky Karhu, Event Coordinator

Manager declares project asuccess
EDITOR: | wanted to let every-
one know that all the firewood from
the 40 acre Industrial Park has been
picked up. | also want to thank
Michael Nalley for approving this
project becauseit cost MNBE approxi-
mately $15,000 in manpower, equip-
ment and supplies to cut the wood. It
was a great way to have a positive
impact on our tribal members. Thanks
to everyone.
Woody Anderson
MNBE Sales Manager

Citizensgivesthanksfor assistance
EDITOR: | would like to thank

everyone involved for the electric

wheelchair that was purchased for me.

SEE LETTERS B-7

November Didrict Courtfilings
Civil:

«VderieAnnGallegosv. Bobby JoeGallegos
Petition to Egtablish Paternity
*AnneMurphy v. Earl J. Poole, Jr.
Petition for Establishment of Paternity, Custody,
Vidtation, & Support

« Arthur Pipkinv. Tom Pickering

Foreign Judgment

« Car Mart of Muskogeev. MartaStarr
Foreign Judgment

«Royd Financev. Billy J Wilson

Smdl Clams

« Discover Bank (Discover Card) v. KylaGahridle
VanZile

Foreign Judgment

Criminal Felonies

*MCN V. Jeremy Bates

Ct. 1PublicIntoxication

Ct. 2 Possesson of lllegd Drugs
*MCN v. Cheri Conrad

Ct. 1 Possesson of |llegd Drugs

Ct. 2Possesson of lllegd Drug Pargpherndia
Ct. 3ResgtingArrest

*MCNv. Leonard Pyles

Ct. 1 Possesson of |llegd Drugs

Ct. 2Possesson of lllegd Drug Pargpherndia
Ct. 3ResgtingArrest

Criminal Misdemeanor:
*MCN v. Raymond Tiger
Ct.1PublicIntoxication

*MCN v. Troy GeneWhitlow

Ct. 1PublicIntoxication

Divoroe

«VderieAnnGallegosv. Bobby JoeGallegos
Petitionfor Dissolution of Marriage

* Tracy Jean Wede v. Travis Matthew Wede
Petitionfor Dissolution of Marriage
»Michael D. Coonv. LouiseCoon

Petitionfor Dissolution of Marriage
MarriageL icense:

« Chrigtopher Feding and Lavonna Sguire
Traffic:

*MCN v. Clifford Roy Parnell

Possession of Alcohol

*MCN v. Gary Randdl Williams

ExpiredTag

*MCN v. Garry Duane Smpson

Disorderly Conduct

*MCN v. Garry Duane Smpson

Disorderly Conduct

*MCN v. Garry Duane Smpson

Operating amotor vehiclewhilelicenseissus-
pended

*MCN v. Pasha Sadavandi

RecklessDriving

*MCN v. Pasha Sadavandi

Driving Under Suspenson

*MCN v. Troy GeneWhitlow
Open Container
*MCN v. Todd W. Leibovitz
Driving Under Suspenson
*MCN v. ToddW. Leibovitz
ExpiredTeg

*MCN v. ToddW. Leibovitz

No Insurance
*MCNV.MichdleL.Byers
Driving Under Suspenson
*MCN V. ThomasG Straton
Failureto drivecar onright Sde of road
*MCNVv. DavidL. Smith
Driving Under Suspenson
*MCN v.Henry L. CurtisYoung
Disorderly Conduct

*MCN v.Henry L. CurtisYoung
Open Receptacle

*MCN v. HoyGean Gaines
Disorderly Conduct

*MCNVv. Miched L. Brown
Driving without required registration
*MCNv. HlizabethBaker
Failureto drive onright Sde of roadway
*MCN v. William Jones
Expired Tag

*MCN v. Charley Epperson, Jr.
ExpiredTag

*MCN v. Charley Epperson, Jr.
NoInsurance Verification
*MCNv. EvdynR.Klahr
Failureto drive onright Sde of roadway
*MCN v.ArnulfoA. Saucedo
Expired Tag

*MCN v.ArnulfoA. Saucedo
NoInsurance Verification
*MCN V. HobyA. Cox
Disorderly Conduct

*MCN V. HobyA. Cox
Disorderly Conduct

*MCN v. SaundraAnitaRamey
Disorderly Conduct

*MCN v. SaundraAnitaRamey
Disorderly Conduct

*MCNv. StevenJ. Smith
Disorderly Conduct

*MCNv. StevenJ. Smith
Disorderly Conduct

*MCN v. Danny Preston Smith
Disorderly conduct

*MCN v. RubenVdenciaGomez
Disorderly Conduct

December Didrict Courtfilings
Civil:

¢ The F&M Bank & Trust Company an Okla:
homa corporation v. Josephine Francis

inRe KadenRay Vance

Foreign Judgment Petition for Peternity Determi-
nation, Name Change, and Visditation

« Car-Mart of Sapulpav. Brandy Burks
Smdl Clams

« Roya Financev.AceBuckner

Smdl Clams

« Royal Financev. Terry A. Dutchy
Smdl Clams

« Roya Financev. DeannaLeGrand
Smdl Clams

Criminal Felonies

*MCN v. Brian Stopp

Ct. 1 Possession of lllegal Drugswith intent to
Digtribute

*MCN v. JamieL ockwood

Ct. 1 Possession of Firearm on Indian County
Ct. 2 Possesson of |llegd Drugs
*MCNVv.Bradley Fidds

Ct. 1 Possesson of |llegd Drugs
*MCNv.NadieHickman
Ct.1PublicIntoxication

Ct. 2 Possessionof lllegd Drug

* MCN v. Preston Dugan

Ct. 1 Possesson of |llegd Drugs
*MCN v. Michad Wingp

Ct. 1 Possession of lllegd Drug Pargpherndia
Criminal Misdemeanor :

*MCN V. GeorgeTheirry

Ct. 1Breachof Peace

*MCN v. Raymond Tiger

Ct. 1PublicIntoxication
*MCNVv.BillieReeGriffin

Ct. 1Crudty toAnimas

Divoroe

« Amber Shropshirev. Christopher Foster
Petitionfor Dissolution of Marriage
Traffic.

*MCNv. MarthaTaylor

Expired Tag

*MCN v. SandraFitterman
InvaidDriversLicense

*MCNv. BrianGourd

Expired Tag

*MCN V. BrianGourd

No Insurance

* MCN v. Robert Wood

Expired Tag
*MCN V. Jmmy Sheridan

Disorderly Conduct
*MCNv.KarenPaige Wimberly
Disorderly Conduct

*MCN v. Eric Scott L offer

Disorderly Conduct

*MCN v. Eric Scott Loffer
Expired Tag

*MCNV.HdenRay

Expired Tag

SERVICE OF SUMMONSBY

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
TO: William LeeDouglas, J.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that apeti-
tion has been filed against you in the Dis-
trict Court of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation,
in an action entitled Petition for Adoption
without Consent, AD 2005-11, by Petitioner,
Misty Michelle Poletek. This summons by
publication is specifically directed to Will-
iam Lee Douglas, Jr., whose whereabouts
are unknown.

The nature of this suit against you is
atermination of your parental rights con-
cerning theminor child knownasJD.M.

Unless you answer the petition on or
before February 1, 2006, judgment will be
against you.

by: Jody Thornbrugh,

Deputy Court Clerk

Dawn Strudevant Baum, MCN 349

Kelly Anne Magters,

Clinical Law Sudent

Attorney for Petitioners the

University of

Tulsa Boesche Legal Clinic

407 South Florence Avenue

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74104-3189

Telephone: 918-631-5799

Facsimile: 918-631-5799

The Muscogee Nation News is the
official publication of the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation. Its purpose is to meet
any possible need of the tribe and its
citizens through the dissemination of in-
formation. Reprint permission is granted
with credit to The Muscogee Nation
News, unless other copyrights are
shown. Editorial statements appearing
in The Muscogee Nation News, guest
columns, and readers' letters reflect the
opinion of the individual writer and not
those of The Muscogee Nation News,
its advisors, nor the tribal administration.
Editorials and letters must be signed by
the individual writer and include a trace-
able address or phone number to be con-
sidered for publication.

Deadline for submissions to be con-
sidered for inclusion in the next edition
is the third Friday of the previous
month. The Muscogee Nation News
reserves the right to edit all submissions
for space, style, and grammar. Receipt
of submissions does not obligate The
Muscogee Nation News in any regard.

The Muscogee Nation News is
mailed First Class A from Okmulgee,
Oklahoma to all enrolled citizens' house-
holds upon request and proof of citizen-
ship. Inquiries should be directed to the
tribal communications department.
Please include your tribal enroliment
number with all correspondence.

TO CHANGE OR SUBMIT AN AD-
DRESS, CALL (918) 732-7637 or e-mail
to: wmurphy@muscogeenation-nsn.gov.

MUSCOGEE NATION NEWS STAFF
Lucas Taylor - Managing Editor
Denise Jacobs - Editorial Assistant
Gerald Wofford - Staff Writer
Jason Salsman - Staff Writer
Jennifer Taryole - Staff Writer
Carla Brown - Graphic Designer
Suzie Joki - Graphic Design Assistant
Ruth Bible - Advertising
Mallory Bible - Reporter
Joshua Slane - Reporter

Starla Bush - Reporter
Liz Thompson - Circulation

reach executive reporter Suzie Joki at: e-mail:communications@muscogeenation-nsn.gov

phone: (918) 732-7645
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Muscogee National Council overview

OKMULGEE— Thefollowing consists
of actions of the Muscogee (Creek) National
Council conducted at theNov. 29, 2005, Special
Session.

November 29, Special sesson

Representatives excused are: Sandra
Golden, DukeHarjo,Robert HufftaxdCherrah
Quiett. RepresentativesRobert JonesandNancy
Watson excused at their discretion.

Absentwere: DukeHarjo, Creek District
wasexcused, SandraGolden, OkfuskeeDidtrict
wasexcused; David Nichols OkmulgeeDistrict;
Lola Fields, Tukvpvtce Digtrict; Larry Bible,
TulsaDistrict; Cherrah RidgeQuiett, TulsaDis-
trict wasexcused, and Robert Hufft, TulsaDis-
trict wasexcused;

Speeker ThomasYahola, TukvpvtceDis-
trict, conducted the meeting and did not vote.

Coundil went into exectitive sesson;

representative Watson wasexcused;

Inorder of business:

« goproved (15-1-1) NCA 05-005, dedaring
no confidencein Allen Harjotoserveintheca
pacity of Deputy Director of thedivisionof Tribal
Affairs—sponsor: Tom Pickering;

votingnowere: Chalakee, Okmulgee;

abstain were: Gillespie, Wagoner;

« goproved (16-0-1) TRO5-158, athorizing
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation Hedlth Systems
Board to negotiateand executeacontract to pur-
cheseproperty foraHedth ClinicinEufaula Okla:
homa— sponsor: Tom Pickering; co-sponsor:
ThomasMcd ntosh;

abstain were: Gillespie, Wagoner;

«gpprove (16-0-1) NCA 05-261, repedling
NCA 05-004 (alaw of theMuscogee (Creek) Na
tion gppropriating fundsfor the purchase of reel
property in Mclntosh County, Oklahomato be
used to construct asenior and/or health facility)
and appropriating funds for the purchase of real
property in Eufaula, Oklahomafor thepurposeof
constructing ahealthfacility andfor any inciden-
tal costs associated therewith — sponsor: Tom
Pickering; co-sponsor: ThomasMclntosh;

abstain were: Gillespie, Wagoner;

« goproved (16-0-1) NCA 05-264, athoriz-
ing a specia appropriation to 16 Muscogee
(Creek) Ceremonid Groundsto assist with pro-
viding Christmas to Creek families — sponsor:
Sandra Golden; co-sponsor: Thomas Yahola
($480000);

abstain were: Gillespie, Wagoner;

« goproved (15-1-1) NCA 05-265, athoriz-
ingaspecia appropriationfor entertainment and
luncheon for employees of thenation—sponsor:
SandraParish; ($3500.00);

votingnowere: K . Johnson, Okmulges;

abstain were: Gillespie, Wagoner;

« gpproved (13-3-1) NCA 05-271, amend-
ingMCNCA Title30, §4-101 entitled“National
Council compensation classification structure
and salary schedule” as amended by NCA 04-
166toincressethecompensation of theNational
Council (council & second spesker — from
$24,000t0$35,000; speeker— from$35,640-$60000
10$65,000):

December 12, Special session

Representetivesexcused are: Larry Bible
and Richard Berryhill. Representativesthat will
belateare: DukeHarjoand Robert Hufft. Repre-
sentative David Nichols excused &t his discre-
tion.

Absentwere: DukeHarjo, Creek; Nancy
Watson, Okfuskee L daFields, Tukvpvtoe Larry
Bible, Tulsa, Cherrah Quiett, Tulsa, Robert
Hufft, Tulsa; Richard Berryhill, Wegoner; Bar-
baraGillespie, Wagoner;

representetiveQuiett arrived;

Spesker ThomasYahola, TukvpvtceDis-
trict, conducted the meeting and did not vote.

VetoMessage:

«vetoed (16-7-0) TR 05-156, gpprovinga
memorandum of agreement between Muscogee
(Creek) Nationand ONNAM Entertainment for
Muscogee (Creek) Nation Okmulgee Casino —
sponsor: Roger Barnett; co-sponsor(s): Rita
Williams;

voting no were: Parish, Muskogee;
Golden, Okfuskee K. Johnson, Okmulgee; Ya-
hola, Tukvpvtee; Fields Tukvpvtce; Willits
Tulsa; and Gillespie, Wagoner;

«vetoed (23-0-0) TR05-160, establishing
regulations for tobacco compact meetings with
theStateof Oklahoma—sponsor: GeorgeTiger;
co-sponsor(s): Sue Johnson;

«Vetoed (14-9-0) NCA 05-265, authorizing
aspecia gppropriationfor entertainment and lun-
cheon for employees of the Nation — sponsor:
SandraParish;

voting no were: Jones, Okmulgee; K.
Johnson, Okmuigee Nichals, Okmulgee; Yahola,
Tukvpvtee, Fields, Tukvpytoe; Quiett, Tuls;
Hufft, Tulsa; Willits, Tulsa; and Gillespie, Wag-
oner;

representative Golden excused;

~overideveto(19-3-0) NCA 06-271, amend-
ingMCNCA Title30, §4-101 entitled“ National
Council compensation classification structure
and salary schedule” as amended by NCA 04-

166toincressethecompensation of theNational
Council —sponsor: Tom Pickering;
December 17, Regular sesson

Representativesexcusedare: Larry Bible,
Richard Berryhill, DukeHarjo, SandraParish
and RepresentativeCherrah Quiett will belate.

Absentwere: DukeHarjo, Creek; Sandra
Parish, Muskogee; Robert Jones, Okmulgeg;
LarryBible Tulsa; Cherrah Quiett, Tulsa Ri-
chard Berryhill, Wagoner;

«killedonthefloor (19-0-0) NCA 05-204,
authorizing asupplemental gppropriation to the
legislativebranchfiscal year 2006 budget—spon-
sor GeorgeTiger;

« approved (19-0-0) TR06-142, athorizing
the Principa Chief to execute cox media sdles
confirmation, credit application and standard
termsand condiition for cox mediato air specific
programming of theNetion during specific broad-
cats—Rita Williams

« gpproved (19-0-0) TR05-157, mandeting
thetindividual(s) Cresk ditizen Eli Grayson of the
CeliforniaMuscogee Creek Association, aswell
as other non-sanctioned organizations who are
not members of a ceremonia ground or tribal
town, refrain from using thetitlie of “Mekko” in
their elected officia capecity or a any Netive
Americanfunction(s)—sponsor: Ron Cleghorn;
co-sponsor(9): D. Harjo; S Parish; R Williams

« approved (19-0-0) TR06-159, athorizing
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation Hedlth System
Chief executiveofficer to executeamester lease
agreement with key equipment finance, Inc. for
equipment for use at the Sapulpalndian dlinic—
sponsor: David Nichols; co-sponsor: Duke
Harjo;

« gpproved as amended (19-0-0) TR 05~
163, authorizing the Principa Chief to prepare
and submit an application for atribal oil and gas
minera assessment grant to obtain funding to
conduct oil, gasand mineral exploration and de-
velopment on Muscogee (Creek) Nation Trust
Property—sponsor: Anthony Notaro;

« gpproved (19-0-0) TR05-167; amending
the “rehabilitation of privately owned homes
policy” of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation as
adopted by TR 05-032 and amended by the TR
05-151 — sponsor Sue Johnson; co-Sponsor:
BarbaraGillespie;

« gpproved (19-0-0) TR 05-168, amending
the* digihility, admission and occupancy policy”
of thehousing division of theMuscogee (Creek)
Netion asadopted by TR 05-087 —sponsor: Sue
Johnson;

« gpproved (19-0-0) TR 05-169, amending
the*emergency repair of privately owned homes
policy” of thehousing diivision of theMuscogee
(Creek) Nationasadopted by TR 05-033—spon-
sor: Sue Johnson; co-sponsor: Barbara
Gillespie;

« gpproved (19-0-0) TRO5-170, confiming
thenominationof JackieL . Jacksontoserveon
thetribal Tradeand CommerceAuthority Board
of Trustees — sponsor: Rita Williams, co—
sponsor(9): P. Willitsand S Ade;

« approved (19-0-0) TR05-171, esteblish-
ing atribal benefit program to provide adequate
affordeble group housing coverage as a benefit
of tribal membershipfor Creek ditizensresidingin
thestate of Oklahoma;

« approved (19-0-0) TR06-172, athorizing
thePrincipal Chief to prepareand submit anap-
plication for awWind and BioMass Energy Grant
to obtain funding to determine dternative en-
ergy sources on the nation’s lands — sponsor:
SueJohnson;

« goproved (19-0-0) TR05-173, confirming
the nomination of Darlene (Frank) Taryoleto
serve on the Muscogee (Creek) Nation citizen
ship board —sponsor: Robert Jones;

« approved (19-0-0) TR05-174, repeding
TRO5-095andathorizingthePrincipal Chief to
executeared estate contract for the purchase of
property locatedin Mclntosh County, Oklahoma
— sponsor: Tom Pickering; co-sponsor(s): A.
Notaroand T.Mclntosh;

« gpprovedtoreturnto committee(19-0-0)
TR 05-175, approving ajoint venture between
total Housing LL.C and Muscogee Nation Busi-
nessEnterprise“MNBE” tobuildmodular homes
in Okemah, Oklahomaand to commit fundsfor
the start-up costs of the project —sponsor: Lena
Wind

« goproved (19-0-0) NCA 05-201, athoriz-
ing an appropriation to the Muscogee (Creek)
Netion Tribal Health Systemshboard of Directors
for theimplementation of the behavioral hedth
and substance abuse services youth summer
camplyouth wellness program — sponsor: Lola
Fields; co-sponsor(s): L. Wind; R. Jones
(S2/BEI500)

« goproved (14-5-0) NCA 05-235, athoriz-
ing aspecia appropriation for the third year of
support to the Okmulgee County YMCA water
play park — David Nichols; co-sponsor: Ron
Cleghorn;

voting no were: Golden, Okfuskee; K.
Johnson, Okmulgee; Ade, Tukvpvtce; Fields
Tukvpvtee and Hufft, Tulsy

« approved asamended (19-0-0) NCA 05~
266, authorizing a specia appropriation to the
A.C.CES Indiandubof theHaskell IndianNa-
tions University — sponsor: Robert Jones
($17,000.00);

« goproved (19-0-0) NCA 05-267; athoriz-
ingasupplemental appropriationto providesuf-
ficient administrativecostsfor thesocial security
assistance program — sponsor: David Nichols
(217600

representetive Pickering was out of sest
a thetimeof casting of vote;

« goproved (18-0-0) NCA 05-268, athoriz-
ingasupplemental appropriationto providesuf-
ficient administrative costs for the relocation of
thesocidl services department —sponsor: David
Nichols

« goproved (19-0-0) NCA 05-269, athoriz-
ing asupplemental appropriationtoincreasethe
socid servicessteff to provideservicesduetoan
increase in dlientele — sponsor: David Nichols
($4650600)

« gpproved (19-0-0) NCA 05-270, amend-
ingNCA 05-087 (alaw of theMuscogee (Creek)
Netion authorizingaspecia appropriationfor the
festival committee) — sponsor: Rita Williams;
co-sponsor: Sandra Parish;

« approved asamended (19-0-0) NCA 05~
272, authorizing a specia appropriation to the
Mason Public Schools to assist with providing
lights for the school's softball field —sponsor:
NancyWatson ($23,550.00);

« goproved (19-0-0) NCA 065273, athoriz-
ing a special appropriation to the Tulsa
Homebuildersassociationfor Rya School Christ-
mascelebration—sponsor: Tom Pickering; co—
gponsor: ThomasM cl ntosh ($1,250.00);

« approved asamended (19-0-0) NCA 05~
274, authorizing a specia appropriation to the
Prairies Spring Indian Baptist Church for fecility
repairs and completion of the fellowship hall —
Sponsor: Nancy Watson; co-sponsor: Sandra
Gaden($2554000);

« gpproved asamended (18-1-0) NCA 05~
276; authorizing aspecia appropriationtoassist
acreek student in purchasing alaptop computer
asrequired by her school’ sprogram curriculum—
sponsor Roger Barnett; co-sponsor(s): R.
Jones K. Johnson ($1,000.00);

voting nowere: Fields, Tukvpvtce;

« gpproved (16-3-0) NCA 05-277, cresting
a site manager position for the Hanna Indian
Community Center and gppropriating funds —
sponsor: Tom Pickering; co-sponsor: Thomas
Mdntash (§25,00000);

votingnowere: Golden, Okfuskee; Hufft,
Tulsz, and Willits, Tulsa;

« approved asamended (19-0-0) NCA 05~
278, authorizingasupplemental appropriationto
the higher education department to complete
funding for the Spring and Summer semestersof
2005 andincluding theappropriationinthecom-
prehensive annual budget thereafter — sponsor:
Nancy Watson: ($347,00000);

«gpproved (19-0-0) NCA 05-279, gppropri-
aing funds to the Hedth Systems for the 4th
annud pink party, an annual hedlth education
activity of breest cancer awareness — sponsor:
Tom Pickering ($9,800.00)

« goproved (19-0-0) NCA 05-280, athoriz-
ing the expenditure of non-federal funds allo-
cated from the housing authority of the Creek
NationBoard of Commissioners totheMuscogee
(Creek) Nation Housing Division—sponsor: Sue
Johnson; co-sponsor: Barbara Gillespie
($437.968354)

« approved asamended (19-0-0) NCA 05~
281, revising the 2003 Indian Housing plan as
approved by NCA 03-123, revised by NCA 04-
150to dlow for changesin goals and to add an
affordable housing program — sponsor: Sue
Johnson; co-sponsor: BarbaraGillepsie;

« gpproved (19-0-0) NCA 05-282, revising
the 2005 Indian Housing plan as approved by
NCA 05-114, todllow for changesingoalsandto
add an affordable housing program — sponsor:
SueJohnson; co-sponsor: Bar bar aGillespie;

representativeWind wasout of seet et the
timeof casting of vote;

« goproved (18-0-0) NCA 05-283, athoriz-
ing a specia appropriation to the Grave Creek
Indian Baptist church for a 15-passenger van —
sponsor: K egper Johnson; co-sponsor: Robert
Jones($20,085.00);

representativesGolden and Wind wereout
of seet a thetime of casting of vote;

« gpproved asamended (17-0-0) NCA 05~
284, authorizing a special appropriation to pur-
chase passenger vansfor the Dewar, Twin Hills,
Wilson and TulsaCreek Indian Community cen-
tersto providetransportation for Creek Elders—
gponsor: K eeper Johnson ($79,960.00)

« gpproved (18-0-0) NCA 05-285, amend-
ingNCA 05-044 (alaw of theMuscogee (Creek)
Netion appropriating funds for the erection of a
sprung building to be located at the tribal com-
plex) toallow fundstobecarried over asamended
by NCA 05-073—sponsor: SandraParish;

« gpproved (19-0-0) NCA 05-287, amend-

LEGISLATIONBRIEF

NCA 05-235: A special appropriation
for the third year of support for
Okmulgee County YMCA water play
park. sponsor: David Nichols; co—
sponsor: Ron Cleghom
OKMULGEE — The Muscogee
(Creek) Nation has agreed to make a
special
appro-
priation
to the

County
YMCA
water
play
park for

Controller of the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation, James Pratt,
f i v e farleft, along with Chief of Staff,

years in Mike Flud, present YMCA
th e Director, Micah Zink, a check

for $50,000.
amount

of $50,000 per year. Some citizens and
employeesof thetribe may wonder how
doesthis benefit me?

The following are afew benefits
that the citizensmay not know about :

«joining feeiswaived;

« soccer and basketball leaguesare
free to dl tribal citizens (member and
nonmembers);

« water aerobics are free with a
citizenship card (limited space);

« Creek citizensswim free (mem-
ber and nonmembers);

« Open Door program — this a-
lows low-income families to get adis-
counted monthly rate;

« the Friday of the Creek Nation
Festival in June, the swvimming pool is
open to tribal citizens (must show citi-
zenship card); and

« full access to one weekend for
any kind of event.

Recently, the YMCA has agreed
tolet theMuscogee (Creek) Nationem-
ployeeshold abasketball leegueon Sun-
days. Theleagueis scheduled to begin
on Jenuary 15.

The YMCA is in the process of
hiring a child watch worker. This will
allow parents to bring their children as
they workout. The children will be a-
lowed to stay for one hour and fifteen
minutes. However, the child watch pro-
gram will only be able to care for 10
children at atime. Therefore, it will be
based on first come first serve basis.

For moreinformation, contact the
YMCA at (918) 756-6677.

ingMCNCA Title36, 85-107, B., toremovedloca:
tionof $.002 eermarkedfor capital improvements
—sponsor: RitaWilliams,

« gpproved (19-0-0) NCA 05-288, authoriz-
ing a specid appropriation to the Office of the
treasury for thepurchase, installation and imple-
mentation of anew financial reporting system—
gponsor: Anthony Notar 0($396,805.00);

« approved asamended (19-0-0) NCA 05~
289, authorizing a specid appropriation to the
Muskogee County Child Advocacy Center, Inc.
for abused children — sponsor: Sandra Parish;
co-gponsor: SandraGolden ($50,000.00);

« gpproved asamended (19-0-0) NCA 05~
290, appropriating and authorizing the expendi-
ture of funds to the emergency medicel assis-
tanceprogramfor fiscal yeer 2006—sponsor: Tom
Pickering($242,598.00);

« approved asamended (19-0-0) NCA 05~
291, amendingMCNCA Title14, §2-906,“ Carry-
ingweapons’, amending MCNCA Title 14, §2-
907, “Carrying weepons in or about buildings
located ontribal lands’ and amending MCNCA
Title16, addinganew section4-115entitied* Car-
rying Concealed Wespons' — sponsor: Larry
Bible; co-sponsor: Anthony Notaro;

representative Golden was out of seet at
thetime of casting of vote;

« approved asamended (18-0-0) NCA 05~
292, creetingthepositionof legidativeaffairsliai-
sonwriter of thenational council and appropriat-
ingfunds—sponsor: Geor ge Tiger ($41,191.00);

representative Golden was out of seet at
thetime of casting of vote;

« gpproved (18-0-0) NCA 05-295, amend-
ingMCNCATitle18, §2-104, F., Entitled“Voca
tiondl training-tribal grants’ and §2-105, G, en
titled “Vocationdl training-Incentive grants” —
sponsor: Roger Barnett; co-sponsor: Nancy
Watson.

SEE COUNCIL B-6

reach executive reporter Denise Jacobs at:

e-mail:djacobs@muscogeenation-nsn.gov  phone: (918) 732-7636
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OKMULGEE — Muscogee Na-
tion Business Enterprise has hired
Cromwell native, Steve Johnson, Ret.
Colonel USAF as the new Operations
Manager.

Before hisretire-

MNBE hires new operations manager

From 2000 to 2002, Johnson
served as the Deputy Director of Lo-
gistics Management, Oklahoma City
Air Logistics Center, Tinker AFB. He
led 1200 people providing center-wide
supply, budgeting, and

ment from the United
States Air Force in
May of 2005, Johnson
wasthe Deputy Comp-
troller for the Air Edu-
cation and Training
Command at Randolph
AFB in San Antonio,
Texas. He served as
the Deputy Controller
of an$8hillion provider |
of flight training, tech-

planning for Air
Force'slargestAir Lo-
gistics Center and man-
aging $5billioninthree
mission areas: Depot
Maintenance, Supply
Management and In-
formation Manage-
ment.

“MNBE is ex-
cited to have Steve
Johnsonjoin our team,

nical training and pro-
fessional education to
over 400,000 Department of Defense
students annually. He lead a 78 per-
son, 3division organization making cur-
rent and long-range policy and operat-
ing decisionsfor fiscal mattersrelating
totraining Air Force military and civil-
ians.

said Michael Nalley,
Director. Stevebrings
astrong financia and organizational
management background to MNBE.
His role at MNBE is to manage the
day-to-day operations of the company,
enhance corporate processes and as-
sistinbusinessdevelopment. Wewant
to welcome Steve to our Company.”

This story initially appeared in the Na-
tive American Times and was written by Sam
Lewin. It is reproduced here with the per-
mission of the author.

The heed of an organization dediicated
to helping Indian entrepreneursiswarning that
acombination of factors could harm effortsto
secure new loansfor small businessowners.

“Givenincreasingly largeand solesource
contractsfor Katrinarelief, thewar effortinlrag,
etc., thefederd agenciesmust rededicatethem-
selves to using the Small Business
Administration’s 8(a) and other programs to
helpincreasethe percentageof contract awards
to small businesses of all types” said Ken
Robbins, president of the National Center for
American Indian Enterprise Development and
amember of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribeof
South Dakota. “Federal agencies are short-
changingsméll businessby failingtomeet their
smdll business contracting goals”

Robbins said a recently relessed study
revedls that a 31 percent decline in contract
awardsto smal businesses, despiteathreeper-
centgrowthinthefederd marketplace.

TheOctober study by U.S. House Smll
BusinessCommitteeDemocratic Seff messLred
22federd agenciesontheir ability tomeet small
business contracting goals and found that
nearly dl of themweredeficient in doing so.

“TheDepartment of Defenseperformed

Indian small business owners face new obstacles

best in meeting small business contracting
goals” Robbins said. “All small businesses
should be up in arms and working together to
reversethisshocking dedlinein contract awards
to smdl and small disadvantaged businesses.
Some have criticized 8 (&) contract awardsto
AlaskaNative Corporations over the past few
years, but thesearejust thelatest in anti-Indian
attacks. The fact is that unless certified 8 (8)
firmsband together to pressfor substantial in-
creasesinfedera contractawards tribal people
and hundreds of thousandsof otherswho have
benefitedfromthes (&) programwill beleftwith-
out meaningful ways to compete in the enor-
mousfederal marketplace”

The center is planning to discuss the
crisis during the 20th Annud National Reser-
vation Economic Summit andAmericanIndian
Business Trade Fair coming up this February
in Las Vegas The event is the largest Native
American businessconferenceand trade show
in the United States, and feetures workshops,
contact opportunities, and hundreds of exhibi-
tions.

The center isbased intheArizonatown
of Mesaand wasorigindly formedin 1969 by
six Indian businessmen who according to the
organization'swebsite, “experienced the need
for business growth assistance and economic
parity for urban Indiian entrepreneurs”

Fire

continued from page 1

then twenty four hours, everyone was able
tocometogether and helpthesepeople” sad
ChiefHllis

And help they did. Thethreefamilies
that were burned out of their homes arere-
celving dternative housing. On top of thet,
theNational Council, inconjunctionwiththe
Office of the Principle Chief, gave each of
thefamiliesacheck for $5,000to helpthem
get through the hard times. Also, the Na-
tional Council gppropriated $82,172togoto
Holdenvilletoimprovefirefighting eouipment
in an effort to help prevent things like this
from happening again and $100,000 to the
Socid SarvicesDepartment' sNatura Disas
ter Act.

Tragediesareperhapsoneof thegreat-
et tests of character people will ever face,
and during this tragedy, everyone involved
hasshownthemsdveswillingtowork together
and cooperateto provideassistance, but even
amongthedtars thereisonewhoselightisso
bright it can be seen above dl the others.
That is the light of a true Muscogee hero,
Winey West, a CHR from the Mvskoke
Creek Nation Health System.

“I didn’'t know what to think.” said
West.“! justthought | havetoget thesepeople
out of here. Everything was just happening
o fast. People were going and coming, s-
renswere going and coming.”

Shelearned of thefiresand thought of

thepeoplewhowould beendangeredimme-
diately and set out to help them. She went
around, inher personal vehicle, gettinglders
who otherwisewould have been trapped by
thefireout of itspath.

Oneof thepeopleshehel pedwasBetty
Tiger, anelderly Creek Citizen, andher grand-
son. “1 didn’t even know what wasgoing on
until Winey came” said Tiger. “ Wedidn't
even have away to go anywhere”

Vote

continued from page 1

tion programs. The use of Mvskoke Etviwv
supportstheseinitiativesand efforts. Froma
legal standpoint, the Courtsconsider culture
when deciding a typicd Indian law case
dealing with sovereignty, regulation or
jurigdiction. TheCourt hastodetermineif an
activity or an ability toregulatean activity is
inherently within the sovereign power of an
Indian tribe. In the past, the U.S. Supreme
Court hastakeninto considerationtheculture
of atribe and how “Indian” the tribe, the
activity or land, redlly is. The continuity of
cultureof atribeisaso oneof thecriteriafor
federa recognition. In addition, the change
canbelikenedtotheuseof Muscogeeinsteed
of Creek.”

Although their have been legal and
adminigtrative factors in delaying the vote,
Deeresaysasothet thebasic printing change
of thenamewas aso areason for dow con-
Sderation. “ Economicswasthe basisof op-
position,,” says Deere. “The fact thet many

by JOSH SLANE
MNN Staff Writer

OKMULGEE — Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Trade and Commerce
has made changes within the admin-
istration and the board. Alexis Crosley
was recently named as interim direc-
tor and Jackie Jackson was recently
confirmed as vice chair of the Trade
and Commerce Authority Board.

The acting interim director of
Muscogee Nation Trade and Com-
merceisAlexisCrosley. Alexisisalso
the human resources director, drug
screening director, marketing manager,
and acting general manager for the
travel plazas.

She was appointed to this posi-
tion by Alfred Berryhill, Chairman of
the Trade and Commerce Authority
Board, as well as Second Chief of the
Muscogee Nation. She hasworked for
thetribefor six years as staffing coor-
dinator, and prior to that retired from
working for the Federal Government
as Employee Relations and Labor Re-
lations.

Jackson isthe Editor-in Chief and
Publisher of Gaming & Tourism, a
monthly magazine that bills itself as
The Statewide Magazine for the
Oklahoma Indian Gaming Industry.

Jackson graduated from
Langston University at OSU-Tulsa
with a bachelors degree in Business
Administration and received and As-
sociates Degree from Seminole Junior
College, in BusinessAdministration.

T&C is part of the Muscogee
Nation’s Economic Development plan.
It is a parent company, it's purpose is
to create and run other small busi-
nesses. It currently has six companies
under it.

The first business managed by
Trade and Commerce are the travel
plazas. Trade and Commerce is re-
sponsiblefor staffing thetravel plazas,
instructing them as to what they can
and can not sell, as well as ensuring
that they areaprofitable enterprisefor
thetribe.

Therearethreetravel plazas, one

Muscogee Nation Trade and Commerceinitiateschange

located at 2800 North Wood Drivein
Okmulgee, onelocated at 3420 ¥2\West
Peak Boulevard in Muscogee, and one
in Cromwell at exit 212 just off of I-
40. The Cromwell storeisclosed until
further notice.

Thenext businessunder T& Cis
the Muscogee Nation Screening and
Supply Services(MNSSS). Thisisthe
drug testing company and is a very
busy and hard working part of thetribe.
Everyone employed by the tribe, in-
cluding people employed by thetravel
plazas have to under go a drug test,
and since the inception of MNSSS
many of them are done in house,
which not only saves the tribe money
but makes things much easier on po-
tential employees, keeping them from
havingtodriveto Tulsafor adrug test.

Another business under T&C is
the bottled water. It was available dur-
ing the Festival, and is available for
purchase at the travel plazas. These
bottles of water have a label with an
image of the Principle Chief, A. D.
Ellis.

The fourth business under T& C
is the Muscogee Document Imaging
Company. Document Imaging offers
storage, document and record inven-
tory, document and record imaging, mi-
crofiche, map, photos, slideand nega-
tiveimaging, accessto documentsvia
secured internet server, removable
computer media, and destruction.

Native Professional Engineering
Company is the fifth business under
Trade and Commerce. It works on
bridgesand roads, working to not only
make aprofit, but make our roads and
drive home nicer and safer as well as
construction jobs.

Farm Authority makes the last
company for T&C. The farm grows
hay, watermelons, vegetables, aswell
as takes care of the Nation's cattle
and buffalos.

T&C employees110 people, with
approximately 105 of them being
Muscogee (Creek) Citizens.

items such as letterhead, cards, and other
documentswould have to be changed isan
economicconcern. However, thechangecan
takeplacegradualy and doesnot haveto be
animmediateeconomicburden. Forinstance,
MvskokeEtviwv isdreedy usedfor theCode
of Laws. So if and when the anendment
passes, the use would then be accurate and
legd”

Deere says that changes such as this
has aso affected other tribes. “

Other Balotsto be voted on are: Na-
tional Coundil Referendumnumber NCA 05
106-Shdll Artide IX be amended to add a
new 2 asfollows: (A) A Congtitutional Con-
dtitution shall beconvened. The Convention
shdll decide the date of the next Constitu-
tional Convention. (B) TheConsitutional Con-
ventionmembership shell consist of digible
voters of the Nation. (C) A Condtitutional
ConventionCommissionisherby established
andshall havetheadministrativeresponsiil-
ity andauthority toconduct the Constitutional
Convention. TheCondtitutional Convention
Commission shell consist of one (1) person
from each of the three branches of Govern-
ment and one (1) person from each Digtrict
sdected by theCaucusof theNetiond Coundil
Representative of eech respectivedistrict. In
theevent any district Caucusfailstomekeits
gppointment totheCommissiononor before
thefirst day of March in aconvention year
thesested membersof theCommissionshall
have the authority to nominate and fill any
vecancy. (D) TheCondtitutiondl Commission
shdll organizeand promul gaterulesand regu-
lationsin February and proceed to carry out
theprocessof aConstitutional Conventionat
will ensureditizeninput and participetionfrom
throughout theNation, completingtheirwork
on or before next February. The Commis-
sonshall conduct publicheeringsthroughout
the Nation to accept citizen viewson consti-
tutiond amendments, revisions dterationsor
additionsand shall prepareapublic report of
al proposed amendments, revisons, ter-

ationsand additions TheCongtitutiona Con-
vention Commissionshell thenwork withthe:
Election Board to preparewording for sper-
aebadlotsfor eachamendment, revision, a-
terationor additiontobesubmittedat theelec-
tion, completing with work on or beforethe
|t day of February. (E) Constitutional Con-
ventionamendments, dterations, revisionsor
new articles proposed by such Convention
shdll besubmittedtothedigiblevotersof the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation at aSpecia Elec-
tion, caled by thePrincipa Chief withinone
hundred eighty (180) days, unlessthereisa
Generd dection within one hundred eighty
(180) days, and approved by amgority of
thedigible votersvoting thereon beforethe
same shall be effective. (F) The Nationd
Counil shall enact such laws as are neces-
sary toensureaCondtitutional Conventionis
conducted. The National Council shall ap-
propriate necessary fundsto accomplishthe
Condtitutiona Convention.

Nationa Council Referendumnumber
NCA 05-151 - Shall Article VI, 2(a) be
amended to reed as follows: “Each repre-
sentative shall be eected by a vote of the
district and shall hold officefor four (4) yeer.
These terms of office shall be staggered to
ensurethat one-half of the Council standsfor
dectionevery two (2) years Beginningwith
thefirst dection after thisamendment isap-
proved, thosepersonfiling for B and D seets
shdll servefor aperiod of two (2) yearsand
those personsfiling for A, C and E Coundil
seatsshall servefor aperiod of four (4) years.
The B and D seatswill stand for dectionin
two years & which timethe B and D seets
shdll commence afour-yeer term.”

The specid dection will beheld Feb.
18 Absenteebdllot request formsmust bein
by Jan. 26. Precinct voter registration closes
Feb. 8.

Any registered voter of the tribe may
vote as an absentee voter. For more infor-
mation, contact the Election Board Officea
(918) 732-76830r 1.(800) 482-1979.

| reach Josh Slane at:

e-mail:jslane@muscogeenation-nsn.gov  phone: (918) 732-7638




Health

January 2006

MUSCOGEE NATION NEWS

Section A, Page 5

HEALTH
HIGHLIGHTS

MCN Division of Health Administration

Nurses examine how they can

improve diabetes care

OKMULGEE — Twenty-nine
nurses working in the Muscogee (Creek)
NationHesith System (MCNHS) metwith
the Diabetes Program staff on Nov. 30, to
discusshow disbetescarecanbeimproved.

Johnnie Brasudll, the MCN Diabe-
tesProgram Coordingtor, began the meet-
ing by sharing a recent power point pre-
sentation provided by Dr. KellyActon, Di-
rector of the IHS National Diabetes Pro-
gram. Dr. Acton presented recent Setis-
ticsshowing thet 14% of theAmericanIn-
dian population have diabetes and, even
moredarming datathet thegrestestincrease:
inthepest few yearshasbeeninAmerican
Indian young adults, ages 20t 29. This
increasewas58% and compareswithonly
a 9% increese in the general population.
This fact and new evidence thet diabetes
canbepreventedin personswho havepre-
digbetes, st the tage to discuss new pro-
cedurestobeimplementedineechdinicto
soreendl adults 18 yearsand older.

The 2005 Diabetes Care Audit
showed that many of the previous trends
showing improvement in dinic care and
better metabolic control for patients re-
mained thesameor actudly showed ade-
cline. The nurses whose dinics hed done
waell in providing a high level of care ac-
cording to the 2005 Audit shared the pro-
ceduresthey wereusing. Theseideasand
otherswere examined and will contribute
to the next revision of diabetes care poli-
ciesand procedures

Other aress of diabetes care were
discussed. Theseindudedyearly dinic, pre-
ventive foot care and hypertension care.
Clinical processesfor two new programs,
the cardiovascular risk reduction grant,
“MCN Hedlthy Heart Project” and the
“ABC'sand Numbersfor Hedlthy Diabe-
tes’ were discussed and some specifica
tionsweremade. Draft postersby theDia-
betes Program and the MCN Communi-
cations staff were reviewed and changes
suggested. A second meeting tofollow-up
onthesediscussonswill behddinthespring.

Hop to Stop Diabetes
MASON — The MCN Diabetes
Program is providing an after school
jump rope program for the students at
Mason School and Okemah Middle
School. At Mason 32 —eighth grade
studentsareparticipating and at Okemah
Middle 75 fourth—eighth grade students
arejumping every Tuesday after school.
The students learn many differ-
ent jump rope tricks and skills, such as
double dutch and partner jumping dur-
ing practice once per week. Diabetes
prevention lessonson good nutrition and
the importance of being physically ac-
tivearetaught throughout the program.
Each jump rope team will travel
to perform a jump rope show for bas-
ketball halftimes and elementary stu-
dentsat different schoolsthroughout the
year. Saff membersfrom both schools
arehelpingtofacilitatethe programwith
theideaof keeping the jump rope pro-
gramgoing at each school inthefollow-
ing years.
Thefunding for theprogramisbe-
ing provided through a grant received
from the Indian Health Service Hedlth
Promotion/Disease Prevention Pro-

Mason students hop to stop Diabe-
tes.

OKMULGEE — Thisisthethird
year of the Move It! Program and two
new schools from Okmulgee and
Creek counties were added this year.
Thisisthethird and final year for the
Mcintosh County schools Ryal,
Dustin, Stidham,
and Hanna. This
isthe second year
for the Okfuskee
County schools
Mason, Bearden,
Graham, and
Weleetka. The
two new schools
in the first year
of the Move It!
Program are
Mounds and Wil-
son public
schools. Within
theseten schools,
the Move It Pro-
gram will be
working with
over 1,200 stu-
dentsthisyear.

The Move
It! program lasts
for three years,
by the third year
the program hopes to have made an
impact on the schools PE program,
school lunch program, school health
policies, and the overall way the stu-
dents and staff look at their health.

“We hope the new attitudes to-
ward ahealthy school environment and
school health policies will help the
school sustain the healthy changes in
the years following the Diabetes Pro-
gram staff leaving the school,” said

Students participate in Move It! Program as a healthy

Scott Robison. “Throughout the three
years we work closely with the PE
teacher at each school by providing
training and equipment to improve the
quality of Physical Education offered

Move It! and Prevention Diabetes Program

at each school. We al so teach diabetes
prevention lessons and encourage the
student to be more physically active
after school by providing monthly prize
drawings for students who turn in
Move It! coupons for exercising or
playing 30 min-
utes for each cou-
pon. This pro-
gram has shown
positive outcomes
in the program
pre/ post fitness
testing and feed-
back from parents
and school staff.
We hope to con-
tinue adding 400
to 500 students
eachyear.”

This pro-
gram is provided
by the MCN Dia-
betes Program and
the Oklahoma
State Health De-
partment. The
funding for this
program was pro-
vided by the
Muscogee Creek
Nation National Council.

For more information regarding
the Move It Program or information
on Diabetes prevention, contact Scott
Robison at (918) 623-1424.

lifestyle.

Firs Indian Hedth Care to recave Levd Three
Recognition for Digbetes Care

OKMULGEE — Muscogee
(Creek) Nationisfirst in Indian Health
Care to Receive Level 3 Recognition
for Diabetes Care. Diabetes Program
Coordinatorsin each of theMCN Health
Centers applied to Indian Health Ser-
vice (IHS) Integrated Diabetes Educa
tion Recognition Program for extension
of Level 2recognitionand for initial rec-
ognition for Level 3. Level 2 was
awarded inApril, 2005 and Level 3was
awarded November 30, 2005.

The MCN diabetes care systems
arethefirstin IHS, tribal and urban (1/
T/U) toreceivethisrecognition.What is
the IHS Diabetes Education Recogni-
tion Program? The IHS Integrated Dia-
betes Education Recognition Program
isanational accreditation program, ap-
proved by the Centersfor Medicareand
Medicaid Services(CMS), that promotes
and recognizes quality diabetes educa-
tion programsin the Indian health sys-
tem meeting the National Sandardsfor
Diabetes Self-Management issued
May 2000.

ThelHSRecognition Program en-
ablesIHS, tribal and urban (1/T/U) pro-
grams serving American Indians and
Alaska Natives to seek recognition of
quality diabetes education and care ser-
vices. It is the only national accredita
tion program that recognizes program
integration of educational, clinical, and
public health standards.

TheIHS Recognition Program of -
fers a three-stage approach for pro-
grams to meet recognition require-
ments—Level 1: Developmental, Level
2: Educational and Level 3: Integrated.
These stages are outlined in the San-
dards, Review Criteria and Applica-
tion Manual available from the [HS Di-
vision of Diabetes Treatment and Pre-
vention (DDTP). The IHS Division of
Diabetes Treatment and Prevention
(DDTP) awards Diabetes Education
Program Recognition to Indian heath
programs meeting Level 1 and Level 2
review criteria.

Programsmeeting all threelevels
receive Integrated_Diabetes Program
Recognition. How does receiving IHS
Recognition benefit our sites?|HS Rec-
ognition acknowledges the quality of
diabetes education programs, allows
them to seek Medicare reimbursement
of diabetes self-management education

(DSME), and enhances the acceptance
of our programs in the community and
by our providers.

TheMCN Diabetes Education co-
ordinatorsreport that thework involved
meeting recognition standards and re-
view criteria helped them improve the
quality of their diabetes education, clini-
cal care and community awareness pro-
grams. Improved systems of diabetes
careand anincreasein patients’ know!-
edge and skillsin self-management are
outcomes of recognized programs.

Themost important outcome of all
istheincreasing number of patientsthat
arekeeping their blood sugarsin agood
range. The percentage of those with
controlled blood sugars has increased
from 19% before the program started
10 45% in the 2005 eval uation.

Consequences of smoking

OKMULGEE — Inthe 2004 Sur-
geon General’s report the health conse-
quencesof smoking werehighlighted de-
taining a number of diseases caused by
smoking. Cancer of the bladder, kidney,
cervix, esophagus, lung, oral, pancreas,
and stomach werelisted, along with leu-
kemia Among the list of cancers were
anumber of cardiovascular and respi-
ratory diseases and reproductive effects
that are directly caused by cigarette
smoking.

The report concluded that smok-
ing affects nearly every organ of the
body causing many diseases and reduc-
ing the health of smokers in general.
However, quitting smoking hasimmedi-
ateand long term benefits becauseit re-
duces the risk for disease caused by
smoking andimproving hedthin general.

The list of cancer and other dis-
eases caused by smoking is lengthened
every year. Reminding patients, clients,
and|oved onesthat smoking canand will
affect them and that by quitting they are
lengthening and improving the quality of
their lives.

If one of your New Year Resolu-
tions is to improve the quality of your
health by quitting smoking, contact the
nearest Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Health Center. Stop Smoking Classes
are available to registered patients.

For more information, contact
CynthiaTainpeah at (918) 756-6231.

DOCTOR'SNOTE

Dr. Lawerence Vark, DO,CMO
Combat winter weight gain

Exercise will help you counter-
act holiday weight gain, aswell asim-
prove your health. Obesity has been
linkedtoincreased risk of heart disease
and stroke, aswell asdiabetesand can-
cer. Sixty percent of adult Americans
areeither overweight or obese. Middle-
aged folks are not the only ones sus-
ceptibleto getting a“ sparetire” around
their waist. The number of overweight
adolescentshastripled since1980. 14%
of those ages 12 to 19 are considered
to beoverweight, and three quarters of
them remain overweight asadults.

To get started, experts recom-
mend at |east three 20 minute sessions
of exercise per week. If you aretrying
toloseasignificant amount of weight,
5timesaweek may bewhat you need.
Remember, the elderly or peoplewith
health problems should consult with
their doctor before doing anything
strenuous. Somewinter choresand ac-
tivitiesaregood formsof exercise, for
example, leaf raking or hauling wood.
Takethe stairsinstead of the escalator
or elevator. The President’s Counsel on
Physical Fitness and Sports (PCPFS)
hasmany publicationsabout how to de-
sign your own exerciseregimen.

If you ride a subway or bus to
work, get off onestop early to get some
extraexercise. If youlivein aclimate
withlittleor no snow andice, consider
taking awalk after dinner each night,
but not too closeto bedtime. Besureto
be safewhenyouwalk outdoors. Stick
towell-lighted, familiar areas, andwalk
with apartner if it makesyou feel more
comfortable. AARPhastipssuitablefor
peopleof all agesabout how to get the
most out of awalking workout. For ex-
ample, pump your arms to increase

caorieburn by 20%.
The following publications are
available from FCIC:

www firstgov.gov: Fitness and Exer-
cise, Losing Weight: More Than Count-
ing Calories, Weight Loss For Life,
Finding A Weight Loss Program That
Works For You, Exercise and Your
Heart, and Staying Healthy At 50+ are
publicationsavailablefor ordering from
the Health Page.

Visit the website at:
www.fitness.gov or contact your
health clinic for guidance.

reach health reporter Carla Brown at:

e-mail:cbrown@muscogeenation-nsn.gov  phone: (918) 732-7643
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MNN Staff Writer

JENKS — Sandra Sheldon and
her family have experienced their share
of hard times. Sheldon’s oldest son is
afflicted with muscular dystrophy, and
genetic disease characterized by the
progressive weakening of the skeletal
and muscular structure that controls
movement. As if that was not enough
to cope with, Sheldon aso has three
younger sonsthat show signsof muscle
weakness.

The Sheldon’s recently faced a
dilemmawith regardsto their homeand
oldest son’sdisease confininghimto a
wheelchair. They had received ahome
through the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Housing Division, but because of their
ol dest son’sdisease, the house was not
properly equipped to accommodate
their situation. “ The doorways needed
to be wider, the bathrooms were not
accessible, it was just really hard,”
Sheldon said.

TheHousing Divisionviewed this
asan opportunity to help thisfamily that
was desperately in need. Housing was
originally scheduled to handicap the
home for the Sheldon’s until another
window was opened. A larger, handi-
cap accessible home in Jenks entered

Housing makes holiday’s special for Sheldon family

themarket, and after working with their
funding source, NAHASDA, Housing
purchased thehome and provided it to
the family under their Lease with Op-
tion to Purchase program.

“With the size of the house they
needed and the accommodeations they
needed, we had to get additional costs
approved,” said Housing Division De-
velopment Specialist Stacey
Settlemyer. “Thisfamily hasbeen very
patient and in the end the house they
received was everything they needed,
it was just perfect.”

Now the Sheldon’s arein anew
homethat fitstheir needs. “ The Hous-
ing Division has been such ablessing
tous,” said Sandra Sheldon. “ Thishas
helped our family out tremendously and
thetiming couldn’t have been better.”

The home not only came at the
perfect time, but at the perfect loca
tion aswell. The Jenks school district
isoneof the best handicapped equipped
schoolsin the state.

“There are so many at Creek
Nation that were involved in this and
we are so thankful,” said Sheldon.
“Without them, none of thiswould have
been possible.”

OKMULGEE — Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Housing Division
employee, MelindaDeeringwater,
was recently presented a 20 year
service award at this year's Em-
ployee Christmas gathering.

Melinda has been an em-
ployeeat Housing since 1985. She
hasworked at numerousjob posi-
tions and is presently a systems
operator intheAdministrative Ser-
vices Department.

Melinda began her employ-
ment asareceptionist at housing,
threw out the years she has met

Housing Employeereceives 20 year service award

Unprobated land policy issue addressed by housing

OKMULGEE — The Housing
Division implemented a new policy
change for the Rehabilitation of Pri-
vately owned homes for the purpose
of helping tribal citizens who live on
unprobated trust/restricted property.

Previously the policy stated that
applicants must show proof of owner-
ship of their primary place of resi-
dence which included a deed. Appli-
cants living on unprobated restricted
land typically do not own a deed to
the house or the land on which they
wereliving and often went unassisted
for this reason.

Originally intended to safeguard

against abuses the policy requirement
excluded some of our needy but de-
serving citizens from the program.
With many of our tribal citizens still
living on unprobated trust/restricted
land the change will allow moreTribal
citizensto be served through this pro-
gram.

“This policy change will hope-
fully make it easier for the Housing
Divisionto servedeserving and eligible
applicants,” said Principal Chief A.D.
Ellis. “Personswho had previously ap-
plied to the program but were declared
ineligible because of the unprobated
land issue are urged to reapply.”

Housing Divison to begin Home Coverage for

Creek Citizens

OKMULGEE — The Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Housing Division/Au-
thority will beginanew tribal servicede-
signed to provide property coverage for
Creek Citizens who are renting or own
their own homes.

The Community Shield Protection
Program, created by Amerind Risk Man-
agement Corporation and administered
by the Housing Division with financial
assistance from the Housing Authority
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, will
offer protection against damages caused
by fire, storm, or other natural disasters.
Not coveredintheplansareflood, theft,
and vandalism.

“We feel that the new program
will giveour citizensan affordable pro-
tection plan for their homes and | en-
courage all interested Creek Citizens
to check into the servicesthis program
offers,” stated Principle Chief Ellis.

TheHousing Divisionisoffering
three basic coverages for homeowners
and one for renters. Each coverage
includes protection for personal prop-

erty, personal liability, and emergency
living expenses. The homeowner cov-
erage also includes protection for the
dwelling.

Tobeeligiblefor the program ap-
plicants must be enrolled Muscogee
(Creek) Citizens, reside within the
state of Oklahoma and use the dwell-
ing to be covered as their principle
place of residence.

The Housing Division and Am-
erind Risk Management retain theright
to inspect the covered property, and
requireloss prevention efforts on part
of the participants and does not as-
sume responsibility for maintenance of
the covered property.

The participant will be solely re-
sponsiblefor filing all claimsdirectly
to Amerind and claim payments will
be based on replacement cost up to
the coverage limits.

For more information about the
program contact Lenora
McPerrryman at (918) 756-8504 or
800-259-5050 Ext. 4117

CARD OF THANKSTO HOUSING
My home was recently rehabbed by R&J Construction through the

many clients and has made many new friends and has watched some fill out
applications, get new houses and even watched some pay off their houses. She
takes|otsof pridein her work, even though her department now only dealswith
the accounts, she still goes out of way to help clients with any problems or
situations they may have.

Melinda’sfuture plansareto retire and one day own her own business, she
iscurrently working on her bachelors' degreein BusinessAdministration. Hous-
ing congratul ates Melinda on reaching this milestonein her career.

Muscogee (Creek) Nation Housing Division. | am satisfied and pleased
with the workmanship and results of the rehab. Also, | am very grateful to
everyone involved in this project and send special thanks to Robert Lay,
Contractor, Joe Norman, Contractor, Tony Lowe, Inspector, and the Hous-
ing Division for establishing amuch needed rehab program. MV TO! MV TO!
MVTO!

A delighted customer,

WandaMills

Mortgage Assistance Program

OKMULGEE — The Muscogee (Creek) Nation Mortgage Assistance Pro-
gram has recently expanded its services to cover the complete state of Oklahoma.
TheMortgage assistance program was available only to Creek Citizensliving within
the Creek Nation boundaries, but with the recent approval of policy change by the
National Council, the Mortgage Assistance Programisthefirst housing program to
be administered outsidetribal boundaries.

When the new administration cameinto office two years ago and created the
housing division, Chief Ellis wanted to help more creek citizens stabilized. This
new expansion doesjust that by serving creek citizens throughout the entire state
of Oklahomain becoming homeowners.

Withmany NativeAmerican familiesfindingit difficult becoming homeowners
due to the high cost of obtaining a mortgage loan, the Mortgage Assistance Pro-
gram is designed to help eligible clients with the financial assistance needed to
acquire amortgage loan. The Mortgage Assistance Program helps Native Ameri-
can people become first time homeowners by assisting them with out of pocket
expenses, such as down payment and closing fees. The assistanceis provided asa
grant for families who meet program requirements
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

To beeligiblefor the program, clients must meet the following requirements
established by The Mortgage Assistance Program and by the Native American
Housing and Self-Determination Act (NAHASDA).

*Be afirst time home buyer.

*Not bean existing or former Mutual Help Participant of NAHASDA Homebuyer/
Lease with option to Purchase regardless of a Housing Service Area

*Have an annual family income which does not exceed 80% of the national Me-
dianincome published by HUD

*Be 18 years or older

*Provideall requested information, CDIB for preference purposes, Social Security
cards, and employment verification for each working family member on the re-
quired forms.

«Signall required formsincluding the consent for disclosure of information.
*Beableto meet all credit check and financial obligationsfor loan assistance form
an approved and certified financial lender.

*Preference given to Creek Citizens

If a client meets all program requirements they will be pre-approved and

expands statewide

referred to an outside lender who will then determine if the client qualifies
for a mortgage loan. The applicant must be aware that MAP pre-approval
does not guarantee a mortgage loan from an outside lender.

Frequently Asked Questions

what are the income guidelines?

NAHASDA Income guidelines are based on 80% of the National Median Income
(NMT) as provided by the Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Can | apply if I currently live out of state, but want to move back to Creek
jurisdiction?

Yes, aslong as the applicant will be buying and living in the home permanently
within Oklahoma

Do | have to find my own lender?

We will refer you to alender that is familiar with the Mortgage Assistance Pro-
gram.

Does the Mortgage assistance have to be repaid?

The Mortgage Assistance Program offers the assistance as a grant. Only if you
sell your home or if you are foreclosed on within five year period from the date or
receiving the grant would you have to repay it.

Applying For Services

1) Submit aMortgageAssistance Program application complete with copiesof al
necessary documents.

2) The Mortgage Assistance Department will determine if the applicant meets all
the program criteria.

3)Aletter of eigibility and supporting documentswill begiventotheclient to take
to alender recommended by the Mortgage Assistance Program.

4) Thelender will determine pre-approval of mortgage loan.

5) If approved by the lender for a loan, the applicant must locate a home for
purchase.

6) Mortgage Assistance will prepare the down payment and closing costs assis-
tance check.

7) Mortgage Assistance Department will go to the closing with their client and will
provide the lender with the check and other necessary documents.

8) Theloanwill close.

For more information call or write: Mortgage Assistance Program, Vicky Curry,
918-759-4137 or 1-800-259-5050, P.O. Box 297, Okmulgee, OK 74447

reach Mallory Bible housing reporter at:

e-mail:mbible@muscogeenation-nsn.gov  phone: (918) 732-7639
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Summer Youth Employment Program

OKMULGEE— TheSummer Youth
Employment Programisan opportunity for
inexperienced youth to receive hands on
training in atribal environment. The Sum-
mer Youth Program is designed to provide
Native Americans between the ages of 16
and 21 with work experience and the op-
portunity todeveloplifeskills.

DannaMinnick, Summer Youth Em-
ployment Program Manager, hasbeenem-
ployed as manager for 21 years. “When |
seeyoung people come back to thetribe it
makes me fed secure about the future be-
causeitsinthehandsof dedicated, educated,
and caring young adults,” says Danna
Minnick.

Over the years, the Summer Youth
Program has produced current employees
at the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, such as
Human Development AdministrativeAsss
tant, Barbara Dunn, a fellow former stu-
dent of the Summer Youth Program.

The Summer Youth Employment
Program receivesfunding fromthe Federa
Labor Department, aswell asfromthetribe.
Theprogram'sintentistofurther theoppor-
tunity for young people to learn skills that
will alow pridein their work, themselves,
and self-sufficiency. Thisprogramisoneof
Human Development’ smostimportant pro-
gramsbecauseit enhancesthefuture, tribe,
Oklahoma, and the United States.

Minnick explains how the jobs are
more career oriented, where asin the past,
thereweremainly manual |abor as opposed
to now where there is amore hands on &f-
fect. For an example, if a student was to
attend Green country Vo-Tech in acertan

field, they would receive the opportunity to
work in thet fidd for a hands on effect in
hopesof |ater pursuing acareerinthat field.

All theworksiteswho participateand
opentheir facilitiestotheyouth every sum-
mer help further the opportunities for the
youth.

Pictured are Cindy Russell and Danna
Minnick standing.

All participants work forty hours a
week. Theeight-week program helpsyoung
people gain experience, training, responsi-
bility and money. Collegestudentsarewel -
comed. There are no educationd require-
ments and the program will work around
summer classes. The position is full time.
Participantsmust liveinsidetheeight county
boundary areaand beenrolledwith any fed-
eraly recognizedtribe.

Applicantscall toapply andthosede-
termined eligibleare provided withaSum-
mer jobintheir local community. Applica
tions will be accepted beginning Jan. 31
through March 31.

To apply call Muscogee (Creek) Na-

tionEmploymentand Trainingat 1 (800) 482-
19790r918-732-7775,7776.

U.S. Department seeks names

MUSKOGEE — The U.S. Depart-
mentof thelnterior, throughthe Officeof the
Specid Trusteefor Americalndians (OST),
may have money for you, or for someone
you know. OST isresponsiblefor managing
income collected from the use of trust assets
or awardsfor individual Indian Trust benefi-
ciariesandtribes OST investsmorethan$60
millioninIndianTrust accountsfor over 48,000
peoplewhosewheresboutsarecurrently un-
known due to outdated or incomplete con-
tactinformetion.

We have currently as of October 31,
2005 for Muscogee (Creek) Nation and
SeminoleNation about 270 accountstotaing
$260,000. Tofindoutif youareontheWhere-
aboutsUnknown list: Check withyour Fidu-
ciary Trust Officer. Go to www.doi.gov/ost
and dlick “Locating [ 1M Account Holders”
Cal the Trust Beneficiary Call Center, toll-
free, (888) 678-6836 ext. 0. Keep your ad-
dress current.

If youareanIndividual Indian Money
acoount holder call the Trust Beneficiary Cell
Center if you change your name or address
or write OST, atn: Address Change, 4400
Masthead Street NE, Albuquerque, NM,
87100.

Hereisalist of namesonthe OST's
Unknownligt: AlanW. Porter, Albert L. Fish,
Albert Johnson, Alex P Wolfe, Alice (Goat)
Mdaughlin, Alice (Whitlow) Wettie, Alice
Spencer, Alvin Sends, Amanda J (Yahola)
Martinez, Amany Factor, Amber J. Unah,
Amy (Cully) Owings Andrew Burgess An-

gelaBarnett, AngdlaCully, AngelaMitchell.

Additiond OST’sUnknown list may
be viewed in the February issue of the
Muscogee Nation News.

Realty Department upcoming meeting

OKMULGEE — TheReslty Depart-
ment would like to advertise the upcoming
meeting with Oklahoma Indian Legal Ser-
vices. Oklahomalndian Legd Serviceswill
behereWednesday, Feb. 1, sarting a 10:30
am.

Anyonewanting to meet witharepre-
sentativecancall (918) 732-7713and sched
uleanagppointment.

Friendship Forceseeksyouth applicant

OKLAHOMA CITY — Friendship
Force of Oklahoma is seeking a talented
NativeAmerican min age 16 to gpply for a
travel granttojoinour dubMay15-Junel, on
a cultural/friendship exchange with home-
hosting by Germanfamilies. Thedeedlineto
gpplyisFeb.1.

For more information, contact Ex-
changeDirector BethAllen-Edenat 751-8252
or visit Friendship Force of Oklahoma a
wwwifriendshipforce.org.

2006 ScholarshipsScholarships
HENRYETTA—For theLoveof the
Gameisoffering 10 scholarshipin conjunc-
tionwiththirdannuel All-IndianMarchMad-
ness basketball on March 15-19 at the
Henryettagymnasium.

Thedeedlinefor thescholarship appli-
cationisFebruary 24, 2006. For moreinfor-
métionor todownloedangpplicationinaPDF
format visitwww.4loveofthegameorg.

EMPLOYMENT
Divisonaf Hedth

Van Driver-Muskogee ENP (Part-time)
High Schoal Diplomaor GED eqivar
lent isrequired. Incumbent must possessa
current food handler’s permit. An excellent
driving record isrequired. Vaid Oklahoma
State Driver's License and beinsurable.
Van Driver-Twin HillsENP (Part-time)

High Schoal Diplomaor GED eqiva
lent isrequired. Incumbent must possessa
current food handler’spermit. An excellent
driving record isrequired. Vaid Oklahoma
State Driver's License and beinsurable.
Van Driver - Okmulgee - ENP (Pt-
time)

High School diplomaor GED equiva:
lent isrequired. Incumbent must possessa
current food handler’s permit. An excellent
driving record isrequired. Vaid Oklahoma
State Driver's License and beinsurable.
Clinician - Behavioral Health Services

A MastersDegreein Counsding Psy-
chology or related field. One (1) yeer rel-
evantexperienceincounsding. LPC,LMFT
or LCSW licensurelcertificationsvaidinthe
Stateof Oklahomaispreferred. Incumbents
whodonot possessvalid licenserglcertifica
tionsas pecified must beactively working
toward obtainingthislicensure/certification.
Clinical Director - Behavioral Health
Services

APhD.or Psy.D.inClinica or Coun-
sdling Psychology from an accredited col-
lege/university. Five(5) yearsexperienceas
alicensed psychologist. Five (5) years of
managerial or supervisory experience. Cur-
rent Licensure by the State of Oklahomaas
aPsychologist or Hedth ServicesPsycholo-
gistisrequired.

Patient Registration Clerk - Okemah

High School Diplomaor GED equivar
lentisrequired. Completion of aprogramor
training in Medical Office Technology or a
relatedfiddispreferred. Aminimumof one
(1) yeer relevant experienceisrequired.
Saff Dentist - Sapulpa

A DDSor DMD fromadenta school
accredited by theCommissononDentd Ac-
creditetion and acertificatefroman accred-
ited General Prectice Residency program.
Or, aDDS or DMD from a dental school
accredited by theCommissononDentd Ac-
creditation. Licensureor ahility tobelicensed
to practice dentistry in a Stete, territory or
commonwedth of the United States, or in

theDidtrict of Columbia One(1) yeer of rel-
evant experience in addition to experience
gained through an accredited residency pro-
gramor three(3) additional yearsof relevant
experiencewithout certification fromanac-
credited residency program as stated in the
educationdl requirements.
Physician

Candidates must be a graduate of an
accredited college/university of medicinere-
celvingaM.D. or D.O. and must possessa
current State of Oklahoma license to prac-
ticemedicine, aDEA license. Medicarepro-
Vider agreement, and ACL Scertificetion. One
(1) yeer of relevant experiencein additionto
experiencegainedthrough anaccreditedresi-
dency programor three (3) yearsof relevant
experiencewithout certification fromanac-
credited residency program as stated in the
educationd requirements. Incumbent must
possess current Sate of Oklahoma License
toprecticemedicineand/or beabletoobtain
this license prior to employment with the
Health System.
Pharmacigt - Eufaula (Part-time)

Incumbent must be a graduate of an
accrediited college/university of Pharmecy or
isaPublic Hedth Service (PHS) Pharmacy
Officer. One (1) yeer of relevant experience
as aPharmacist or PHS Pharmacy Officer.
Incumbent is required to posses a current
OklahomaState Board of Pharmacy license
or current license as required by the PHS
Commissioned Corp.
Nurse Practitioner - (Float Satus)

Successful completion of an accred-
ited courseof study specifically designedfor
training professond Mid-Level Providers
Three (3) years of relevant experience.
Course of study or program completed by
the incumbent must be approved by a na-
tionally recognized professional medical body
such as the AMA, AAMC or other body
established for thispurpose.
Paramedic - Okemah

Completionof coursesitrainingto sat-
isfy State and/or National Paramedic Li-
censure and ACLS certification is re-
quired. ACL Scertificationrequiresamini-
mum of 250 hours of training. Current
State and/or National licensure/certifica-
tionsrequired for Paramedicsand current
ACLScertificationisrequired. Vaid Okla-
homa State Driver's License and clean
driving recordisrequired.
Saff Dentist - Coweta (3 Positions)

A DDSor DMD fromadental school

accredited by theCommissononDentd Ac-
crediitation and acertificate from an accred-
ited Generd Practice Residency program.
Or, aDDS or DMD from a denta school
accredited by theCommissononDentd Ac-
creditation. Licensureor ahility tobelicensed
to practice dentistry in a state, territory or
commonwedth of the United States, or in
the Digtrict of Columbia One (1) year of
relevant experienceinadditiontoexperience
gained through an accredited residency pro-
gramor three(3) additiond yeersof rlevant
experiencewithout certificationfromanac-
credited resdency program as stated in the
educationd reguirementsor anew graduate
preferably within an HIS preceptorship (in-
ternship).

Saff Phycologist - BHS

APh.D.inClinica or Counsdling Psy-
chology from an accredited program isre-
quired. Oklahomalicense(or licensedigible)
as a Psychologist or Hedlth Services Psy-
chologist (preferred). Must be CADC certi-
fied or CADC digible. A minimum of one
(2) year dlinical experience(may indudein-
ternship) inatribal setting (preferred).
Pharmacigt - Coweta (2 Positions)

Incumbent must be a graduate of an
accredited college/university of Pharmacy or
isaPublic Hedlth Service (PHS) Pharmacy
Officer. One(1) yeer of relevant experience
asaPharmacist or PHS Pharmacy Officer.
Incumbent is required to possess a current
OklahomaState Board of Pharmacy license
or current license as required by the PHS
Commissioned Corp.

Incumbent must be a graduate of an
accredited college/university of medicinere-
cevingaM.D. or D.O. and must possessa
current State of Oklahoma license to prac-
ticemedicine, aDEA license, Medicarepro-
Vider agreement, andACL Scetification. One
(1) year of relevant experiencein additionto
experiencegainedthroughanaccreditedres-
dency program or three (3) additiond years
of relevant experience without certification
from an accredited residency program as
Seted in the educationd requirements. In-
cumbent must possesscurrent Stateof Okla:
homa License to practice medicine and/or
beabletoobtainthislicenseprior toemploy-
ment with the hedlth system.

Cook’s Aide - Muskogee (Part-time)

High School Diplomaor GED equiva:
lent and one (1) year related work experi-
ence. Incumbent must posses a vaid food
handlerspermit and avalid OklahomaState
DriversLicenseand beinsureble.
Physician Assistant- Coweta (2
Positions)

Successful completion of an
accredited course of study specificaly
designedor training professiondl Mick-Level
Providers. One (1) year of relevant
experience preferred. Course of study or
program completed by theincumbent must
be approved by a nationally recognized
professional meciical body suchastheAMA,
AAMC or other body established for this
purpose:

Medical Lab Technician-Okemah

High School Diploma or GED
equivaentisreouired. Sucoessful completion
of 60 semester hours of academic credit
necessary to satisfy requirements of the
position aswell asastructured curriculum
in Medical Laboratory Techniques a an
accredited ingtitution is preferred. Two (2)
years of relevant full-time Laboratory
expaiencepaforminghighly complextesting
asaTechnician Traineemay be substituted
for the educational requirements.
Certification assaMLT through the ASCP
ispreferred.

Optometrist - Coweta

O.D. Degree received from an ac-
credited collegeof Optometry. A minimum
of one (1) year relevant experience. Vdid
Licenseissued by the Stateof Oklahomato
practice Optometry.

Optometry Technician - Okemah

High School Diploma or GED
equivalentisrequired. One (1) yeer related
experience in an Optometry Clinic is
preferred.

EMT Basc - Okemah

Completionof coursesitrainingtosa-
isfy Stateand/or National ParamediicLicen-
sure requirements for a Basic EMT. One
(1) yeer rlated experienceispreferred. In-
cumbent must posses current State and/or
Nationd licensurefcertificationsreguiredfor
aBasc EMT and have completed training
inBagcLifeSupport. Valid OklehomaSate
Driver'sLicenseanddeendrivingrecordis
required.

Paramedic - Okemah

Completionof coursesitrainingtosa-
isfy Stateand/or National ParamediicLicen-
sure and ACLS certification is required.
ACLScertification requiresaminimum of
250 hours of training. Current State and/or
Nationdl Licensure/certificationsrequiredfor
Paramedicsand currentACL Scertification
isrequired. Vaid OklahomaState Driver's
Licenseand deendrivingrecordisrequired.

Formoreinformation, visitthewebsite
at: www.muscogeenation-nsn.gov or cl
(918)756-43330r (800) 782-8291.

reach Starla Bush at: e-mail:sbush@muscogeenation-nsn.gov phone: (918) 732-7643
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GENERAL FUND: BUDGETS ENCUMBERED  EXPENDED BALANCE | Muscogee (Creek)
MCN LEGAL DEFENSE FUND 261,208.00 0.00 26,266.00 234,942.00 )

ECONOMIC DEVELOP/LAND 2,549,700.00 0.00 61,274.00 2.488,426.00 | Nalion  quarterly
TREASURY 3,223.00 0.00 283.00 2,940.00 financial statement
ANGEL TREE 2,173.00 0.00 1,704.00 469.00 Quarter ending Septem-
LITIGATION & LOBBYING 34,903.00 34,903.00 0.00 0.00 ber 31, 2005 Prepared by the
GENERAL TAXES & LICENSES ~ 740,517.00 0.00 556,360.00 184,157.00 | office of the controller
MOTOR FUEL TAXES 1,160,184.00 19,896.00 899,422.00 240,866.00 1n accordance with Na-
ADMINISTRATION/INDIRECT 3,236,117.00 250.00 2,915,370.00 320,497.00 | tional Council Act 8-70, sec-
CONSUMER LOANS 0.00 0.00 1,521.00 (1521.00) | tion112, asamendedby NCA
CREEK NATION BINGO 24,980,794.00 1,577,178.00 18,066,567.00 5,337,049.00 | 89.37, thefollowing informa-
CN PERMANENT FUND 1,979,346.00 275,913.00 922,081.00 781,352.00 | tion for theperiod ending Sep-
TOM JOHNSON PERM FUND 0.00 0.00 116,684.00 (116,684.00) | tember 31, 2005 disclosesthe
CULTURAL PRESERVATION 3,620.00 0.00 2,071.00 1,549.00 receipts, budget, encum-
HENSSLER ASSET MGMT 0.00 0.00 79,347.00 (79,347.00) | brances, expenditure, and bel-
NICWA 3,689.00 0.00 337.00 3,352.00 ance for all funds under the
MCN OVERSIGH COMMITTEE 87,357.00 23,312.00 50,656.00 13,389.00 | control of the Muscogee
FIRST CAPITAL MGMT PREM 0.00 0.00 101,296.00 (101,296.00) | (Creek) Nation.

BANK ONE CONSOLIDATION 0.00 0.00 1,022.00 (1,022.00) The receipts are dollar
VALLEY NAT'L BANK 36,800.00 0.00 3,510.00 33,290.00 | amounts received for the pe-
TRIBAL BUDGET 537,000.00 0.00 515,028.00 21,972.00 riod ending September 31,
MCN FLAGS & ETC 2,900.00 0.00 2,895.00 5.00 2005, Thefiguresinclude, but
MOTOR VEHICLE 2,626,972.00 0.00 2,346,431.00 280,541.00 | grenot limitedto, federal dol-
WARM MVSKOKE WELCOME 2,000.00 0.00 2,000.00 0.00 larsreceived on grantsor con-
TOTAL GENERAL FUND: 38,248,503.00 1,931,452.00 26,672,125.00 9,644,926.00 | tracts, interest earned during
DEPT. OF LABOR: thequarter, and revenues gen-
WIA-TITLE 102 271.00 0.00 271.00 0.00 erated by the tribe. The total
WIA-TITLE IVA‘03 8,083.00 0.00 8,083.00 0.00 dollars spent represent the
WIA-SUMMER YOUTH ‘03 7,488.00 0.00 7,488.00 0.00 amount spent to date for the
WIA-TITLE IVA‘04 525,612.00 0.00 497,035.00 28577.00 | second quarter ending Sep-
WIA-SUMMER YOUTH ‘04 333,328.00 0.00 314,973.00 18,355.00 | temper 31, 2005,
WIA-TITLE IVA‘05 587,882.00 470.00 165,787.00 421,625.00 The budget figure rep-
WIA-SUMMER YOUTH ‘05 435,625.00 1,558.00 146,798.00 287,269.00 | resenistheamountsapproved
TOTAL DEPT OF LABOR: 1,898,289.00 2,028.00 1,140,435.00 755,826.00 | in the comprehensive annual
HOUSING & URBAN DEV: budget.

HUD-NAHASDA ‘00 1,480,511.00 0.00 1,480,480.00 31.00 The encumbered
HUD-SPAULPACLINIC 7,158.00 0.00 7,158.00 0.00 amounts include figures de-
HUD-NAHASDA ‘01 6,276,463.00 3,091,743.00 1,771,421.00 1,413,299.00 | 1ived from outstanding pur-
HUD-FOOD DISTRIBUTION 18,837.00 3,556.00 627.00 14,654.00 | chosordersat theend of the
HUD-NAHASDA ‘02 12,597,671.00 2,655,178.00 4,783,559.00 5,158,934.00 | y oo

HUD-NAHASDA ‘03 19,224,503.00 718,375.00 7,330,270.00 11,175,858.00 Expended amounts
TOTAL HUD: 39,605,143.00 6,468,852.00 15,373,515.00 17,762,776.00 | gotethetotal amount thet has
DEPT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SVC: been spent for each depart-
FAMILY PRESERVATION ‘03 3,582.00 0.00 147.00 3,435.00 hent, within that fund.
CCDBG DISCRETIONARY 03 164,091.00 0.00 163,432.00 659.00 ‘The balancefiguresre.
CCDBG MANDATORY ‘03 362,419.00 0.00 354,081.00 8,338.00 flectthonet availblefor eech
TITLE IV-B 03 0.00 0.00 (1,013.00) 1,013.00 department at theend of Sep-
LHEAP OO 56.757.00 000 56.755.00 Zoo | temberdt 205

FAMILY PRESERVATION ‘04 170,384.00 0.00 170,006.00 378.00 i Sre’;’;ﬁﬁ:'ggzgggﬁ
CCDBG DISCRETIONARY ‘04 1,312,486.00 30,631.00 1,028,588.00 253,267.00 | o troller ot
CCDBG MANDATORY ‘04 1,174,011.00 51,485.00 1,050,062.00 72464.00 | grarzs 20z

HEAD START ‘04 821,507.00 0.00 774,137.00 47,370.00

TITLE IV-B ‘04 240,771.00 0.00 240,771.00 0.00

FAMILY VIOLENCE ‘04 234,297.00 549.00 211,068.00 22,680.00

LIHEAP ‘05 225,251.00 10,325.00 157,682.00 57,244.00

FAMILY PRESERVATION ‘05 218,497.00 12,759.00 64,740.00 140,998.00

CCDBG DISCRETIONARY ‘05 1,410,247.00 695.00 137,222.00 1,272,330.00

CCDBG MANDATORY ‘05 2,372,333.00 5,483.00 1,524,616.00 842,234.00

HEAD START ‘05 2,113,545.00 27,830.00 1,558,291.00 527,424.00

TITLEIV-B 05 242,369.00 163.00 493.00 241,713.00

TOTAL DHHS: 11,134,546.00 139,920.00 7,500,917.00 3,493,709.00

DEPT OF AGRICULTURE:

FOOD DISTRIBUTION ‘05 389,000.00 417.00 386,156.00 2,427.00

TOTAL USDA: 389,000.00 417.00 386,156.00 2,427.00

PROGRAM INCOME:

JOHNSON O'MALLEY 17,307.00 0.00 17,307.00 0.00

MCN CHILD DEV. CENTER 865,675.00 1,441.00 244,934.00 619,300.00

USDA HEADSTART REIMBURSE  169,000.00 38,153.00 124,203.00 6,644.00

EUFAULADORMACTIVITY FUND  34,474.00 4,246.00 11,531.00 18,697.00

TIP PROGRAM INCOME 5,631.00 0.00 0.00 5,631.00

ELECTION BOARD 14,658.00 0.00 7,726.00 6,932.00

COMMUNICATIONS REVOLVING  5,500.00 0.00 4,470.00 1,030.00

GAMING REVOLVING 58,919.00 0.00 14,852.00 44,067.00

CITIZENSHIP BOARD 15,043.00 0.00 13,083.00 1,960.00

FOOD DISTRIBUTION 5,900.00 0.00 2,075.00 3,825.00

INDIAN RESERVATION ROADS ~ 75,675.00 0.00 3,000.00 72,675.00

TOTAL PROGRAM INCOME: 1,267,782.00 43,840.00 440,181.00 708,086.00

DEPT OF EDUCATION:

LIBRARY SERVICE BASIC 4,000.00 0.00 3,495.00 505.00

LIBRARY SERVICE PROFESSIONAL2,000.00 0.00 0.00 2,000.00

LIBRARY SERVICE-ENHANCEMENT 129,562.00 9,920.00 21,255.00 98,387.00

TOTAL DEPT OF EDUCATION:  135,562.00 9,920.00 24,750.00 100,892.00

DEPT OF INTERIOR:

SELF-GOVERNANCE COMPACT  14,816,538.00 130,780.00 4,711,908.00 9,973,850.00

DOI-ENVIRONMENTAL CLEAN-UP  7,576.00 0.00 0.00 7,576.00

EUFAULA DORMITORY ‘01 48,063.00 0.00 48,063.00 0.00

LAMAR ROAD 33.00 0.00 33.00 0.00

KELLYVILLE ROAD 5,000.00 0.00 4,875.00 125.00

LITTLE CUSSETH CHURCHRD  64,298.00 0.00 48,757.00 15,541.00

OKEMAH SCHOOL ROAD 51,715.00 0.00 32,065.00 19,650.00

THEWARLE CHURCH ROAD 29,008.00 0.00 10,723.00 18,285.00

PORTER ROAD 12,693.00 0.00 12,693.00 0.00

OLD BIXBY ROAD 18,321.00 0.00 18,321.00 0.00

SALEM ROAD 78,852.00 0.00 21,947.00 56,905.00

SKELLY/HASKELL 23,935.00 0.00 2,688.00 21,247.00

METHODIST CHURCH ROAD 2,621.00 0.00 2,621.00 0.00

HECTORVILLE ROAD 1,253,102.00 0.00 143,783.00 1,109,319.00

SUMMIT SOUTH ROAD 192,532.00 19,042.00 173,146.00 344.00

EUFAULA DORMITORY ‘02 265,657.00 0.00 71,374.00 194,283.00

JOM EARLY CHILDHOOD ‘03 6,494.00 0.00 2,233.00 4,261.00

JOHNSON O'MALLEY ‘03 10,138.00 0.00 10,138.00 0.00

CONTINUED ON B6

reach Denise Jacobs at:

e-mail:djacobs@muscogeenation-nsn.gov  phone: (918) 732-7636
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OKMULGEE — Teaching is
nothing new for Millie Colbert. She

(Creek) language for
twenty-three years. Her

Language Program began in July 2005.
Oneof Colbert'smany dutiescon-

Generation to generation: Creek language continues

throughout the year, with afinal test to
document their progress. Studentslearn

has been teaching the Muscogee sist of working with the language words, numbers, colors, fruit, vegetables

and animals (wild and domes-
tic). Participating schools are

teaching career began at
Bacone College. Throughout
the years, she has taught at
communities, churches and
OSU-Okmulgee (beginner
and intermediate classes).
She also enjoys teaching
Creek Hymns to help keep
the Creek language apart of
our churches. The Lighthorse
Police Officers have also
benefited from her teaching.
She has been able to teach
them basic Creek language
to assist our citizens.
Currently, Colbert
worksfor the Mvskoke Lan-
guage Program as the curriculum co-
ordinator. As the curriculum coordi-
nator, she works with Muscogee lan-
guage speakers doing curriculum,
teaching, helping with Head Start,
Child Care immersion and whenever
assistance is needed. The Mvskoke

Pictured (I to r): front row, Minnie Proctor, Mary Frye, Sylvia
Fay Baker, Mona ‘Koko’ Lowe and Dr. Pete Cosar, Human
Development Director. Back row, Norma Marshall, Millie
Colbert, Mitch Jack and Ahse Deere.

speakers at various schools with the
Creek Nation boundaries. Language
speakersteach students Pre-K through
6th grade basic level Creek. The stu-
dents are given a pre-test before the
class begins to see how much, if any
Creek they know. Tests are given

Hanna, Dustin, Wetumka and
Holdenville. When Milliefirst
started her job, she was one
of the language speakers at
Dustin School for three
weeks. Some of the language
speakersare: Minnie Proctor,
Dustin; SylviaBaker, Hanna;
Mary Frye, Wetumka; and
Mitchell Jack and Ahse
Deere, Holdenville.

Another cirriculum ac-
tivity is the Language Fair.
There are puppet shows, sing-
ing and teaching at the Lan-
guage Fair. Students from
Pre-K through Seniors attend.
The CHR Program also teaches the
students Creek words for body parts.
The Tobacco Prevention Program
came to talk to the students at the
Hanna Language Fair.

“The schools have really been
supportivewith the Language Fair,” said

Colbert. Some of the schools Colbert
has been to are Dustin, Hanna and
Wetumka. Upcoming Language Fair
participants include Thomas Public
School on Jan. 20 and Reed School
on Jan. 27. Both schools are located
inHoldenville.

In the future, she will be creat-
ing a scavenger hunt for the Creek
Language studentsin their classrooms.
Colbert is already working on trans-
lating more children’s songs into
Creek. “Thekidsreally enjoy singing
songs in the Creek language,” said
Colbert.

Colbert is pleased with the vari-
ous Creek Nation departmentsthat are
helping develop the cirriculum by pro-
viding teaching materials.

Her love for teaching keeps her
going and maybe she will be able to
teach for another twenty-three years.
Millie states, “The most rewarding as-
pect of my job, is knowing that our
Creek people and non-Creek people
arereally proud to learn the language.
Itisalwaysajoy to know that people
have a desire to learn the Creek lan-

guage.”

The Clan System:

Like many other Southeastern
tribes, the tribes in the Muscogee Con-
federacy had a dual system of political
and social organization. Townsand clans
weredivided into two groups, one sym-
bolized by the color white and the other
by thecolor red. Whitetownsand White
clanswere generally associated with the
activities and responsibilities of peace,
while Red towns and Red clans were
associated with war-related matters.

Theclan system of the Muscogee,
likethose of other eastern tribes, includ-
ingthelroquois, wasmatriarchal and ex-
ogamous. Inamatriarchal system, new-
born children became members of their
mother’sclan and Talwa The Muscogee
werealso matrilocal, meaning that anew
bridegroom lived with hiswife'sfamily.
Asan exogamous society, the Muscogee
requiredindividualsto marry outsidetheir
clan. Because of these practices, afam-
ily with several childrenwould typically
becomerelated through marriageto sev-
eral other clans, often those in neigh-
boring talwas. This meant that many
clans might be represented in a single
talwa and since clan members were re-
garded as“family”, thissystem promoted
closetiesand interrelationshipsthrough-
out the nation.

The clan system provided the ba-
sic political and social structure of each
talwa. Each clanwithin atalwahad spe-
cific dutiesand farming areas and often
provided leaders for specific offices.
Clans were responsible for the social
behavior of their own membersand, ex-
cept in unusual cases, for punishing
crimesand settling civil grievances. The
oldest male member of aclan served as
itsteacher and counselor. It was hisjob
to monitor behavior and determine and
administer punishments. Unresolved dis-
putes between two clans were referred
to the council of thetalwa, which repre-
sented all clans.

An offense against one member
of aclan was considered an offense
against all members, and it was the re-
sponsibility of all members to seek re-
dress against the offender. Honor de-
pended upon determining truthin adis-

pute and making proper settlementsfor
the wrongs committed by any of its
members, and punishmentswere deter-
mined by the crime and by the charac-
ter of the defendant. Stolen goodswere
repaid twofold; if athief had poor stand-
ing in the community, clan members
might deliver him or her to the victim
for whipping. In the case of killing (no
distinctions were made between an ac-
cidental killing or amurder), one of sev-
eral dternatives existed. The killer, if
well respected, might be adopted by the
wronged clan to takethevictim'splace,
or he or she might be ordered to per-
form certain services or deeds, such as
providing food for the victim’s family.
If the killer was a person of ill repute,
the members of his or her clan might
consent to the death penalty, with the
victim’sclan carrying out the execution.
Punishmentswere undertaken with two
goalsin mind: to mend the law that had
been broken and asacleansing process,
to wash away the crime. Once the sen-
tence had been carried out, the culprit
was considered innocent of the crime.

Eachtalwahad two leaders, acivil
chief and awar chief, further reflecting
the duality of the town and clan sys-
tem. Thecivil chief, or micco, received
ambassadors, negotiated treaties, dis-
pensed food from the public granaries,
and established feast days to celebrate
successful hunts. That is, in White
townsthe Red town members chosethe
micco from among the White clans’
members. In Red towns, White clan
members chose the micco from among
the Red clans.

Themicco ruled by persuasion, not
command or coercion. A micco who
failed to achieve harmony and consen-
sus among members, and who brought
divisiveness to talwa affairs, was re-
lieved of the position.

A three-tiered system of advisors
appointed by the micco assisted in the
administration of public duties. Thewar
chief, or tvstvnvke, was chosen by the
micco on mattersof war, organized war-
riorsfor battle, maintained public order,
and arranged the important stickball

games played between Red and White
Towns. The second men, henneha, or
public-work advisers, were responsible
for constructing new dwellings, organiz-
ingwork inthecommunal fields, and pre-
paring the “black drink”, an important,
tealike beverage consumed at weekly
talwa council meetings. One of the
henneha served asthe micco’s Speaker,
or chief spokesman. Well versed inlaw,
the Speaker wasresponsiblefor convey-
ing the micco’s decisions to the people.
The"beloved old men”, or este vcakvike,
were the third group of advisors. These
elders had distinguished themselves
throughout their lives and were highly
valued for their wisdom and good ad-
vice.

Themicco and histhree groups of
advisors formed the talwa's governing
council. Besides overseeing the admin-
istration of each advisory group’s spe-
cific duties, the council levied fines for
infractions against the community, such
asfailing to participatein the Green Corn
Ceremony or on not doing one's share
in the public planting and harvesting.
Working together, the three advisory
groups and the micco formed a partici-

patory and thoroughly democratic body
in which all people had the right to ex-
presstheir own views. Through discus-
sion and compromise, thetalwaleaders
sought harmony and the reconciliation
of differences among all members.
Harmony was so highly valued
among theMuscogeethat aspecial main-
tenance system was devised even when
a major issue could not be settled to
everyone's satisfaction. If amember or
members of a talwa continued to dis-
agreewith themgjority onapolicy, they
were free to move and establish their
own community, with the support, not
enemity, of those whose talwa were
leaving. When a dissident group estab-
lished a new town (also when aneigh-
boring tribe joined the Muscogee Con-
federacy), an ember from one of the
mother talwas was used to start thefire
of the new settlement as a symbol of
continuity and unity. When the
Muscogee were removed to Indian Ter-
ritory inthe 1800's, they carefully took
the embers and other symbols of their
talwas with them.
*Information provided by Creek
Council House Museum.

Cultural Events

23rd Annual Stompdance

DEWEY — TheTitle X Indian
Education of Bartlesvilleishosting the
23rd Annual Operation Eagle
Stompdance on Jan. 21 at the Dewey
Fair Building (southside).

A dinner will beheld at 5:30 p.m.
and the stompdance will start at 7 p.m.

The stompdance coordinator and
emcee will be Troy Littleaxe.

For moreinformation, call Lilly
Tyner at (918) 337-0130.

NASA Stompdance

GLENPOOL — The Glenpool
Native American Student Association
(NASA) will be having astompdance
on Jan. 28th beginning at 7 p.m. until
12 am.

The stompdance will be held at
the Glenpool Creek Indian Commu-

nity Building located at Highway 75
& 141st Street behind the Smoke
Shop.

For more information, contact
Kristy Kollington at (918) 322-3823
ext. 568.

Valentine's Stompdance

GLENPOOL — A Valentine's
Day Stompdancewill be held Feb. 11
at the Glenpool Indian Community
Center beginning at 7 p.m. until 2am.

Theemceewill be B.J. Jackson.
The stompdance s sponsored by Felix
Gouge and family.

There will be cash door prizes,
raffle items, 50/50 and concession
stand available.

The center is located at 141st
Street and Highway 75.

reach cultural reporter Jennifer Taryole at:

e-mail:;jtaryole@muscogeenation-nsn.gov  phone: (918) 732-7640
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Nation Loses an Esteemed Tribal Elder

by: Suzie Joki

On Dec. 31, 2005 the tribe was
deeply saddened by the loss of an es-
teemed tribal citizen and spokesman,
Katie (Thomas) Smith. “Aunt Katie
was an inspiration to all and a special

band, “Umy and the Goodtimers® for
over 47 years and most recently sang at
Silver Dollar City where she has per-
formed for over 26 years. Katie was
inducted along with the Goodtimersinto

friend to my wife,
Gail and myself,”
says Principal
Chief, A.D. Ellis.
Smith was
bornJan. 11, 1912
in alog cabin on
the VerdigrisRiver
in Broken Arrow,
Oklahoma.

Her parents
are the late Mack
and Sarah Thomas
and sheisamem-
ber of the Fuswa
clan. Katie re-

the bluegrass hall of
fame the summer of
2002inMissouri.
Katiein her re-
cent years, found a
new profession as a
workshop presenter
at both the national
and Oklahoma
Johnson-O’Malley
conferences. She
would speak about
her education experi-
ence, singin between
her storiesand end up
speaking of the love

ceived her educa-

tion in the Ward School House on the
Verdigrisbottom and went on to gradu-
ate from Chilocco Indian Boarding
school in1933.

Katiemarried theloveof her life,
Walter Smith in 1935 and became a
professional seamstress and baker.
She loved to sew. Not only did she
make her own clothes she continued
to make her niece, Virginia Thomas'
clothes. “Aunt Katie had just finished
her New Year's suit comprised of a
skirt, blouse and blazer the day before
Christmas” states Thomas.

Katie also loved to cook. She
waswell known for her mouth water-
ing dishes, home made yeast rollsand
especially her candied sweet potatoes.
Shewouldbringthemtoal churchdin-
nersfor JamesHarley, of Cedar Creek
Church. Therefore getting its famous
nameamong gatherings“Harley’s Po-
tatoes.” “She loved to make people
happy, alwayshad asmile, ahandshake
and many timesasong for everyone.”

of her Lord and tell-
ing those educators to keep prayer in
school. National JOM Board member,
Jeri Brandon says Katie truly was a
unique person. Her contributionto JOM
workshops, from
Oklahoma to the
National Confer-
ences, blessed all
those that at-
tended.”
“Shewould
tell people she
was proud to be
a  Muscogee
(Creek) Indian
by race and a
bornagain Chris-
tian by faith. She
was never
ashamed to stand

Katie was elected Senior Miss she
stated, “now | gottahold up my end.”
She did according to the JOM pro-
gram, shewasoneof thebusiest Prin-
cess they’ ve had. She took being Se-
nior Missvery seriously and wore her
crown and sash with pride. Wher-
ever shewasinvited to go, shewould
bring her guitar and would many times
end up preaching. Young peoplewere
drawn to her and would sit at her feet
just listening to her childhood stories.

Her joy inlifewasbeing ableto
sing praisesto the Lord and share His
word with everyone she met. Accord-
ingtofamily and friendsKatie had her
special seat in every church. At Tho-
mas church it was fourth pew on the
left, at Springtown it was fourth pew
on the right and at Cedar Creek and
BrokenArrow it wasthird pew on the
right. Whatever church she walked
into, that'swhere the Lord wanted her
to be and she worshiped him. It was
not unusual for Aunt Katieto start off
Sunday morning at Thomas Church,

up to testify and
sing when called upon.
the L ord showed through her likealight
house beacon, always beaming and al-
ways leading the way for othersto find

Her love for

says Thomas. Hisloving spirit. WhenAunt Katiewould
Aunt Katie still created aflower pray for you, it waslike shewasholding
and veg- God's hand
etablegar- and connecting
den, main- it to yours.”
tained her says Wanda
ownhome Harley.
and could Katie
out dig has inspired
people a both young
fourth her and old to
age when “keeponkeep-
digging ing on” and
wild on- never giveinto
ions. She thedevil. Her
wasasoa favoritesaying
fisherman was “I would
at heart just open the
andwould door and kick
rather be the devil out”.
ontheside Shewouldtalk
of some to Jesus just
bank or in like He was
a  boat standing right
fishing there. Ac-

than amost anywhere else.
been known to out-do the men in a
friendly competition by casting her line
exactly where shepointed,” saysUmy
Youngblood.

Smith hassung with her bluegrass

“She's

cording to her He shared her meals and
sat beside her throughout the day.
Katie was proud of being a Mus-
cogee (Creek) Indian and was just as
proud representing her tribe as “ Senior
Miss” Muscogee (Creek) Nation. When

spend the afternoon in servicesat Ce-
dar Creek Baptist or Springtown
Methodist and go back to Thomas
Church or Broken Arrow Methodist
Church for evening services.

At the age of 93, she was still
out visiting the shut-ins and nursing
homes. She was usually the one go-
ing into the nursing home to encour-
age eldersthat were younger than her
to keep their spirits up. It was not
unusual to see her cooking a special
meal of traditional food to taketo her
relatives and friends in the Coweta
Nursing home.

Katiewould tell people that she
had been ableto seetheworld change
from wagon daysto rocket ships, from
wood burning stoves to microwaves,
and from chopping cotton by hand to
modern farm equipment that isbigger
than most people’s house.

Sunday morning at Thomas
Church Brother Ray Repologlewould
ask: “Sister Katie, areyou here?’ Yes,
now and forever inour heartsuntil she
greetsusin Glory.

Katiewastruly ablessing given
to usfrom God and she blessed al of
us throughout her 93 years here on
this earth. “Her prayer in lifewasto
see Thomas Community Church grow
and become the fire of faith church
that she saw in her dreams.”

MvskokeChrismes
Carol Singers

OKMULGEE — Singerssingin
Christmassongsnativelanguage

During the holiday season the
Mvskoke Christmas carol singers prac-
ticed singing at Okmulgee Nutrition Cen-
ter (ONC).

They shared the songsat ONC and
for those confined in the nursing homes.
With the assistance of the activity direc-
tors at Highland Park Manor Charlene
Drye and Sunny Robinson of Rebold
Manor the Mvskoke residents heard the
Christmascarolsintheir nativelanguage.

2 sy

Standing L-R: Bertha Taylor, Lillian
Thomas and Esther Gee

Sitting L-R: Martha Johnson, Esther
Halloway and Pat Factor

A messsgefromtheSenior
SaviceManager
by: Jackson Barnett

ProgramActivities Tentatively Sched-
uledfor theUpcomingMonths

Thefirst will beatripto Cleveland,
Tennessee the first weekend in February,
2006. Cleveland islocated just northeast
of Chattanooga Thiswill indludeacombi-
nationof sandhill cranewatchingeventand
recognition/dediicationof alocationwhere
some five hundred Creek people were
loaded ontoferrystobegintheirjourney on
the Tennessee River to Indian Territory.
Some type of marker or plague will be
erected there. | have dreedy been put on
the program to speek to the visitorsthere
inour Mvskokelanguage:

Another outing planned is to the
CahokiaMoundsnear S. Louis, Missouri.
The early inhabitants there were mound
builders aswe Mvskoke people were.

The next trip to keep in mind isto
Wichita, Kansas. We will tour the “ Trea
suresof theWorld” museum. Itismy un-
derstanding there are many thingsto see,
indudingprehigtoricrelicstoEgyptianmum-
mies, civil war, tothemodernage.

Thefourthpossibletripistotheyearly
“Gathering of Nations’ celebrationinAl-
buquerque, New Mexicointhemiddieor
latter part of April, 2006. If apersonisin-
terestedinseeing other Indiantribal mem-
bers, dancing, etc. thisis the event to a-
tendastherearewa|-to-wal Indiansthere.

Thefirsttripto Tennesseeistheonly
onewhosedatesareconfirmed sofar. The
daysandtimeswill beforthcominginthe
near future. The other three outings have
not been scheduled yet as to times and
dates. They will be announced as the
weeks and months draw neer.

MVTO!

Tax Counseling for the Elderly

TheTax Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) Program providesfreetax help to people age 60 and ol der. Trained volunteers from non-profit organizations provide
free tax counseling and basic income tax return preparation for senior citizens. Volunteers who provide tax counseling are often retired individual s associated with
non-profit organizationsthat receive grantsfrom the IRS. As part of the IRS-sponsored TCE Program, AARP offers the Tax-Aide counseling program at more than
9,000 sites nationwide during the filing season. Trained and certified AARP Tax-Aide volunteer counselors help people of low-to-middle income with special

attention to those age 60 and ol der.

(TCE)

Itemsyou need to bring to the VITA/TCE Sitesto haveyour tax returns prepared

Must bring photo identification
Social Security Cards for you,

your spouse and dependents

Birth Dates for primary, secondary and dependents on the tax return
Current year's tax package if you received one

Wage and earning statement(s) Form W-2, W-2G, 1099-R, from all employers

Interest and dividend statements from banks (Forms 1099)

A copy of last year's Federal and State returns if available
Bank Routing Numbers and Account Numbers for Direct Deposit
Other relevant information about income and expenses

Tofile taxes electronically on amarried filing joint tax return, both spouses must be present to sign the required forms.

For more information on
TCE call 1-800-829-1040.

AARP Tax-Aide site, call
1-888-227-7669 or visit

To locate the nearest

AARP’s Internet site.

reach elderly living reporter Suzie Joki at: e-mail:communications@muscogeenation-nsn.gov phone: (918) 732-7645
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SI rrl ng the gl ftS by Bishop Robert Hayes

Our nation has witnessed un-
imaginable suffering and misery of
the people who were caught in the
path of hurricane Katrina. All around
us we have seen the
horrible sights of people
who have lost every-
thing. It is so difficult
for us to understand
how it would feel to
wake up one morning
and everything you
owned was gone! The
people of Louisiana,
Mississippi and Ala-
bama have lost loved
ones, their homes, their
jobs and their dignity.
There is really no way
for usto really comprehend what has
taken place.

The images of people standing
in lines haunt us. Seeing families
without food, water and the bare ne-
cessities of life is hard to take. To
add to the pain, entire families were
uprooted and separated, with many
still not sureif their mothers, fathers,
sisters or brothers are still alive.

The Louisiana Conference of
the United Methodist Church lost the
entire New Orleans District! Over
eighty churches were damaged, and
the same numbers of pastors were
displaced. Can you imagine not hav-
ing a church to go to or a congrega-
tion to shepherd? The Louisiana Con-
ference has been turned upside
down, trying to find housing, work,
and salary/benefits for its ministers.
The entire denomination is now en-
gaged in reaching out to help all three
states affected.

When you look at all that has
happened, and you see firsthand the
suffering and pain of this monumen-
tal disaster, one can’t help but ask:
“WhereisGodinall of this?” | can’t
tell you how many telephone calls
1" ve had from people asking me why
God would allow such a tragedy to
take place. My answer to themisthe
same yesterday as it is today.

First of all, God doesn’t pick and
choose what will or will not happen
to us. There is a natural order of
thingsthat take placein thisuniverse,
and hurricanes, tornados, floods, and
ahost of other calamities fall in that
category. However, thisis not to say
that God doesn’t respond when these
events take place. God is where God
has always been. God has not moved,
nor, as the Psalmist says, “God does
not slumber or sleep.” We are chil-
dren of a God who loves us and is
compassionate, and even though we
aren’timmune from catastrophes, we
are safe in the knowledge that God
can bring something good out of trag-

Bishop

edy.

| prefer to look at it as a door
being closed. And over the years |
have discovered that when one door
is closed to us, God
opens another door.

Out of thismisfor-
tune | have seen some-
thing that | have never
witnessed before. |
have seen people reach
out to total strangers
and help them to get
back on their feet. Yes,
there have been those
who have taken advan-
tage of the situation, but
the large majority rep-
resents people who
have helped in tremendous ways.
And of that number, no group has
given more assistance than the Okla-
homandian Missionary Conference!

From the moment that evacu-
ees were sent to Oklahoma, our con-
ference wasthere, giving aid and sup-
port. At Camp Gruber a host of our
pastors and members were present,
hel ping displaced peopleto find loved
ones, and providing housing and
transportation and other vital needs.
Our OIMC representatives worked
tirelessly, and it has given me anew
appreciation for the people of this
conference.

When | came to Oklahoma, |
knew | had to learn a lot about the
customs and ways of Native Ameri-
cans, however, what | have learned
through this calamity has made an
impression on me that | will never
forget. It's as if God has opened a
door of service, and OIMC has
walked through it! You have reached
out to total strangers, and your help
has been felt from Oklahoma all the
way to Alabama, where teams of vol-
unteersrecently returned from help-
ing those beyond our stateline. You,
OIMC, have made me the proudest
Bishop in the United Methodist
Church, simply because of your com-
passion and love.

The Gospel of Matthew says
that one day the King (God) will di-
vide us as sheep and goats, and the
righteous will say, “When did we see
you hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger,
or naked, or in prison?’ And the King
will answer, “”When you did it to one
of the least of these My children!”

Thank you OIMC for all you
have done! Indeed, you have stirred
the gift of God that iswithin you, and
when one door was closed, you
stepped right into the door of oppor-
tunity and service!

God blessyou all.

Hayes

HUD - 184 Native American
Mortgage Program’®

Need Cash Refinance’
Other Programs also avaiablg - 100% firancingfo money down®
600D CREDIT, BAD CREDIT OR BANKRUPTCY WE CAN HELP
Special Native American Financing Department
Binguel,Cal oy fo gl Ask o & 184 Loan Oficer, “WAC.

MESTEAD
WE‘ Servies .

“Telquat's et ot eperienced
171 W.Fourth Steet - Tahlequan, OK 74464

Offce: (318)456-5509
Oell: - (918)348-1074
Tol Free(B00]259-2455

 Pastor’s Corner

Wesley Berry, Crosstown Church
Okmulgee, Oklahoma

Well another year has come and gone, and | hope your lifeis better for
it. It never ceases to amaze me though, how often we find ourselves at this
very placeyear after year, alwayslooking forward for thingsto be different.
Theonly thing that seemsto be different isless hair, more weight. My ques-
tiontoyouis, “Will this be another lost opportunity to change your lifeor is
this the best it gets?” If nothing changes, | can prophesy to you what your
lifewill be thistime next year. EXACTLY WHAT IT ISRIGHT NOW! The
only thing that brings changes s choices. Thereisan old proverbial saying,
“When you're through changing, you' re through.” Are you through? It's your
decision.

Let me share with you God’s plan for your life. | don’t care how your
life began or what your life consists of at this very moment, listen to the
psalmist David in Psalms 139;13-17, (New Living Translation) You made all
the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother’s
womb. Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your work-
manship is marvelous-and how well | know it. You watched me as | was
being formed in utter seclusion, as | was woven together in the dark of
the womb. You saw me before | was born. Every day of my life was
recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out before a single day
had passed. How precious are your thoughts about me O God! They are
innumerable! You see, God never intended for your life to become anything
other than an expression of praiseto him! | realize that not every one of our
lives has lived up to that standard of expectation, but before I’'m through
writing this article you'll understand the reason why and what it takes to
change our lives.

Every aspect of our lives have been governed by choices we've made.
1"l bethefirst to admit that | haven’t always made the right choices, but the
humbling truth iswe haveto live out and hopefully live through the choices
we've made. Just like the story | heard, about a teenage girl who began to
date an older teenage boy. The girl’s parents discouraged their daughter
from dating this young man because of his age and reputation, but she kept
seeing him behind their backs anyway. During school one day the boy asked
her to go with him to a party that weekend. The girl knowing her parents
would disapprove, told them she was going to spend the night at a friend’s
house, but instead met him. At the party the young man became very intoxi-
cated and sexually aggressive, the young girl upset, asked him to take her
home. On the way home the young man was outraged with the young girl
and drove recklessly exceeding the speed limit, as they topped a hill on the
wrong side of the road, their vehicle, hit another car head on! In and out of
consciousness, the young girl overheard the ambulance driver say, “ That the
driver and passenger of the other car had both died!” Once the ambulance
arrived at the hospital, they rushed the young girl into the emergency room,
and tried frantically to save her life, but to no avail. As she laid dying, she
begged and pleaded with the nurse, to promise her, that she would tell her
parents, sheloved them and that she was so very sorry. The nurse not knowing
what to do, finally told the young girl, that would beimpossible for her to do,
because it was her parents that was in the other car!

Just recently | preached a message at our church and asked the ques-
tion, “Why did God place the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil inthe
Garden?” God in hisinfinite wisdom and knowledge, had to know that Eve
would be tempted and yet he allowed the temptation to remain. | don’t know
how many times over 24 years of studying the word of God, have | pondered
over this scenario, Why would he allow this tree in the Garden of Eden and
place it directly in the middle of the Garden? The scriptures don’t tell us,
how many days, months, years or millenniums, Adam and Eve were in the
Garden. But, just for amoment of time, go back with me, to the Garden. It
doesn’t matter where the two traveled in the Garden, in some form or fash-
ion they encountered the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. It'svery
possible over their extended stay in the Garden, they may have walked by
the tree thousands of times and yet never tempted to eat its fruit. On this
one day, Eve had a choice to make, walk by the tree as she had many other
times in the past or stop and allow herself to be tempted into making a bad
decision. Well, we know the rest of the story. Her choices that particular
day not only affect her life, and her husband’slife but also every generation
and individual sincethen. | know what you' re thinking, you' rethinking I still
haven't answered the question. “Why did God allow the Tree in the Garden
in the first place?” The answer is, God created mankind to be free moral
agents capable of choosing for themselves, the direction their particular life
takes. Freedom to choose is a very dangerous and the same time wonderful
thing. It all depends on the choice. Though it's God's desire to prosper and
bless our individual lives, he will not counteract our choices. Besides, with-
out the Tree and the freedom of choice it represents, the decision to follow
God ismeaningless. Hisdesireisfor you to want to choose him and not to be
forced to choose him or have no other option.

Let me end this article, this month by allowing you, the reader, an op-
portunity to make achoicefor yourself. In Deuteronomy 30;19, | call heaven
and earth to record this day against you, that | (GOD) have set before
you life and death,blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both
thou and thy seed may live: You see my friend it is God's Will for your life
to bless you, but he will not over turn your decisions. Let God be at the
center of al your choices. Until next time BE BLESSED.....

Church seeks Pastor

HAYDENVILLE — Montesoma Indian Baptist Church is searching for
abi-vocational pastor. Montesomaisasmall, rural, caring fellowship whichis
affiliated with the Muskogee, Seminole and Wichita Indian Baptist Associa-
tion.

They are primarily Mvskokvlke and although a Creek Pastor is preferred,
all resumes are welcomed by the Pulpit Committee. Mail resumes to Pulpit
Committee, P.O. Box 292, Okemah, Oklahoma, 74859 or call (918) 623-9126.

The church islocated 14 miles north of Okemah.

Church Hymnal Singing

TULSA — The National Indian Monument Institute (NIMI) will host a
church hymnal singing on Jan. 31 at the Tulsa Creek Indian Community Cen-
ter beginning at 7 p.m.

‘ reach Jennifer Taryole at:

e-mail:jtaryole@muscogeenation-nsn.gov  phone: (918) 732-7640




Lifestyles

Section B, Page 4

MUSCOGEE NATION NEWS

January 2006

ANNOUNCEMENTS

s,///l/fl’!/' C”r///('// F(; s

JACKSON, Tenn. — Andrew Dalton Ellis
was born Dec. 16. He weighed 8lbs and 10 ounces
and 20 inchesin length.

Heisthe son of SandraK Ellis of Jackson.

Maternal Grandmother Pat Ellis of Lexington,
Tenn.and hisGrandfather Principal Chief A.D. Ellis
of Twin Hills Community. Great-Grandparents are
thelate Doolie and Nellie (Bruner) Ellis.

Andrew has one big brother Wesley Ellis (20
yearsold) of Jackson. Ellisis of the Turtle Clan and
adescendent of the Locv Pokv Tribal Town.

‘AG//(/ (ﬁ A (1/) —,‘Z/y’m’/ﬂ (((f;ﬂy/r/)

%ﬁﬂ(y’ﬂ/{ -Heon

OKLAHOMA CITY — Cate' (Red) Aguila
(Eagle) wasborn Nov. 18, at St. Anthony’sHospital
in Oklahoma City. Cateweighed 7Ibsand 15 ounces
and was 21.5 inches long.

Heisthe son of Veronica Escagjeda and Steven
Noon of Oklahoma City.

Maternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Gil
Escajeda of El Paso, Texas. Paternal grandparents
are Thelma“ Jean” Noon of Wetumka and Robert O.
Anderson of Gracemont.

Lil Cate’ isadescendant of Thlopthlocco Tribal
Town and is agreat-grandson to Alabama Quassarte
Ceremonial Ground.
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TULSA — Cambren Mekhi Powell was born
Oct. 15, at Tulsa Regional Hospital. He weighed 4
Ibsand 10 ounces and 17.5 in length.

Heisthe son of Amayi Powell. Maternal great
grandparents are Anita Sue Powell and Louis Gray.

Great grandparentsarethelate David L Powell,
and the late VenaMae Randall and Willie C. Randall
of Okmulgee.

Watidoai Hiayne . ‘/(/?/"n

TULSA —Malakai Wayne Harjo was born
Dec. 2, at Hillcrest Hospital.

Heweighed 5 Ibsand 11 ouncesand was19 1/
2inchesinlength.

He is the son of Brandee Beaver and Dustin
“Chudd” Harjo.

His Maternal Grandparents are Charlene
Deere of Oklahoma City and David Deere of
Okmulgee.

HisPaternal Grandparentsare AngelaBerryhill
of Morrisand ChrisHarjo of Okmulgee. Great grand-
parents are Wanda Buckley of Oklahoma City and
thelate Sam Beaver and Christine Berryhill of Mor-
risand Lenday Berryhill of Okmulgee.

BIRTH

). “Ells

OKMULGEE — Principal Chief A.D. Ellis
celebrated his birthday with Creek Nation employ-
ees and acquaintances on Dec. 13.

Ellis is the son of Doolie and Nellis Bruner
Ellisof the Twin Hillscommunity.

Heisthe grandson of Adaline and Rev. Billie
Bruner.

Chief Ellis currently resides in the Twin Hill
community with hiswifeGail (Billings) Ellisand has
four daughtersand three sonswhom reside through-
out the United States.

Ellis belongsto the Turtleclan, histribal town
is Locv pokaand attends Concharty Indian Methodist Church.
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OKMULGEE — Kiya celebrated his first
birthday on Dec. 10. A party was held at the Mor-
ris Elementary cafeteria where his theme was
Winniethe Pooh. He celebrated with many friends.

Kiya is the son of Jamie H. Haney and
Cameron Powell of Okmulgee.

Hisgrandparents are Willie, Sr. and Kathy of
Morris and Jerry and Karen Powell of Henryetta.
He is the great grandson of Christine Harjo and
Mary Kelley.
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OKLAHOMA CITY — Jaycie celebrated her 10th birthday with aparty
at Incredible Pizzain Oklahoma City with family and friends.

Sheis the daughter of Jennifer Frye and Jay Roberts.

Her maternal grandparents are Johnny Sr. and Marion Frye of Del City.
Paternal grandmother is Evelyn Greenwood-Battiest of Coalgate, maternal great-

grandparents are the late James and Lucille Smith
Bunny and the late Harbie Frye, Sr. and Hepsey
Walker Frye, paternal great-grandparents are
Geraldine Greenwood of Ada and the late Virgil
Greenwood.

Jaycie is the new Little Miss Oklahoma City
Muscogee Association Princess for 2006. She at-
tends East Side Elementary in Midwest City and is
from the Bird Clan.
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TULSA — Alissacelebrated her 10th birthday
withaparty at themoviesand Mazzio'sPizzain Tulsa
with family and friends.

Sheisthe daughter of Stefanie and Lucas Tay-
lor.

Her maternal grandparents are the late Louise
Rose Pulliam and Richard Wayne Pulliam of Dewar.
Paternal grandparents are Sally and the late Walter
Taylor Sr.

Alissaisthecurrently activein soft ball, basket-
ball and bible quizzing. Sheisinthefourth grade and
attends Henryetta Public Schools.

PEOPLE
Wevriat e

TULSA — Four years ago, Mariah Lee, a58 year old Native American
Creek grandmother heard about a therapy which could help save diabetic feet
and set about trying to do something about it. Since she is a type 2 diabetic
herself, she contacted the manufacturer of the machine to purchase amachine.
When the manufacturer heard that she was a Native American he offered her
the Oklahoma distributorship. While selling the machines to Oklahomatribes
she visited a clinic of the Osage tribes. That clinic was using her Neurocare
machinetherapy very successfully and inspired her to try to open aclinic simi-
lar to theirs.

Thanks to T.K. Wolf who offered her office space, this clinic is now
open, withawonderful team of four and iscalled the New Tradition Clinic. Itis
located at 2121 So. 125th East Ave. Suite 103, Tulsa, Oklahoma

BALDWIN CITY, Kan. — Kerry S. Girty recently graduated with her
Mastersin BusinessAdministration from Baker Uni-
versity at Baldwin City.

Kerry currently works at Haskell University
(Lawrence, Kan.) asa Telecommunications Special-
istandAssistant Volleyball Coach.

Girty is the Daughter of Francis (Scott) and
Andrew Girty of Lawrence, Kan.. Grand daughter
of thelate Susie (Looney) and Ellis Scott.

Girty would like to express her sincere grati-
tude to the Muscogee Creek Nation Higher Educa
tion officefor their assistancein helping her achieve
higher education through the programs available at
the Nation. Thlopthlocco Tribal Town, the Lawrence
Indian United Methodist church and her family for their love, support and help
along the way.

g%i/eﬂat ]{'me// incr (Descendent of Thomas Ellis Moore)

OKEMAH — AlyssaJanell Minor has been selected to participate in
the 2006 Miss Oklahoma USA/Teen USA Pageant that will be held Dec.
16-18 in Edmond. She will compete as Miss Okfuskee County Teen USA
in swimsuit, evening gown and interview competitions. The pageant has
two age divisions. Winners will go on to represent Oklahomain the 2006
Miss USA and Miss Teen USA Pageant.

Miss USA will go on to compete in the Miss Universe Pageant. All
pageants will be televised on NBC.

Alyssais of Creek heritage and the daughter of Tom and Janell Mi-
nor. She is the granddaughter of Jim and Judy Waddel of Wetumka, Bill
and Jan Minor of Californiaand Sally and Richard Weilacker of California
and the great granddaughter of Pauline Kidwell
and the late K enneth Ennis of Bakersfield, Cali-
fornia. Sheisthe great-great granddaughter of
the late Luther Tatum of Okemah and the late
Maggie Moore Tatum of California. Sheisthe
great-great-great granddaughter of the late Tho-
mas Ellis Moore and the late Rosie Mae
Beshears Moore of Rural Eufaula.

A junior at Okemah High School, Alyssa
has lettered in cheerleading, softball, basket-
ball and FFA. She attends Wes Watkins Tech-
nology Center (WWTC), where she is prepar-
ing to become a registered nurse. She is and has been on the principal’s
and superintendent’s Honor rolls and has been selected as WWTC student
of the month.

Alyssaisamember of the Abundant Life Church in Henryettaand is
currently employed at the Everlasting Life Boxing Gym in Wetumka. She
has been a volunteer for the Woody Guthrie Days in Okemah and a blood
drive. Her sponsorsinclude Apollo Oil Tool, Seminole; Duncan Tank Ser-
vice, Okemah; Circle C Oilfield Supply, Wetumka; Okemah Oil Company,
Okemah; Benson True Value and Grape Ranch. The Miss USA pageant
system stresses good morals, physical fitness, communication skills, social
awareness and community involvement.

reach Carla Brown at:

e-mail:CBrown@muscogeenation-nsn.gov  phone: (918) 732-7643
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Creek renalssance man remembered

By GERALD WOFFORD

MNN Staff Writer

OKMULGEE — Asanew year
embraces us, it has always been tradi-
tional thinking to look back at wherewe
camefrom. Often, if timeallots, itisgood
to look back even further. In the late
1930'sand early 40's, asthe world was
embracing aworld war, Creek attorney
and writer Thomas Moore was giving
Creek citizens, Oklahoma, and theworld
alittlesomething to smileand laugh about
introubledtimes.

Daniel F. Littlefield, Jr. an English
Professor at the University of Arkan-
sas at Little Rock has researched lit-
erature archives and found Moore's
“Sour Sofkee” series. Moore wrote the
humorous prose for the Tulsa Daily
World between the years of 1937 to
1941. Inhisownwords, Littlefield shares
what Moore's creation of a fictional
Creek character named ‘ Chinnubbie’
and hisfriendslike Wooley Fixico, and
Samochee meant to a changing world.

Sour Sofkee appeared at a time
when dialect humor had fallen out of
fashion with academic scholars, who
were becoming increasingly con-
cerned about the correctness of their
political stands. Thus Moore’s little
volume went practically unnoticed by
scholars, except for a few who were
dedicated to study of tribal literatures.
The book had limited circulation, pri-
marily in stores and gift shops in
Moore’'s home region.

Thomas Moore, however, had
little concern about what scholars
thought. His concern was with twen-
tieth-century world through which
Muscogee people moved from the
Great Depression to the Space Age.
The reader is struck by the consis-
tency of the narrative voice and of
vision projected through Moore's
cannon. It is strictly a Muscogee
voice, uninfluenced by writers of
other tribes. When asked about dia-
lect humorists who followed him, such
as Dan Madrano (Caddo) and Joe
Shunatona (Otoe), he said that he had
no knowledge of their work. As for
influences, he claimed that his
father’s bent for storytelling had been
a major inspiration for his work.
Posey was also an influence. Craig
Womack, the only scholar to place
Moore in the context of Muscogee lit-
erature, assumes that Chinnubbie is
derived but argues that both he and
Fus Fixico derive from a common
heritage of oral tradition and
storytelling.

Moore clearly experimented.
About his column he said, “| wrote it
as the narration of a Creek named
Tahbahleechee who was talking
about  football.” He added,
“ Tahbahleechee is a Creek word, or
expression, meaning ‘across the river
or over the river.’ | knew the
Tahbahleechee family have known
them all of my life” However, he soon
gave Tahbahleechee's voice to
Chinnubbie. Moore knew Posey’s
work and in his elder years consid-
ered Posey his favorite tribal writer,
having committed to memory large
quantities of his verse, which he could
quote spontaneously and enthusias-
tically. He said, “1 considered using
the name Chinnubbie Harjo, but in
so much as Chinnubbie Harjo was a
fictitious character of Alex Posey who
wrote that Chinnubbie Harjo was the
evil genius of the Creek Indians, |
decided to use only the name
Chinnubbie. Insofar as | know,
Chinnubbie is a name just like
Charles, Carl, or Chester.”

Although Thomas Moore's work
is known to few readers, it is signifi-

cant in twentieth-century Muscogee
literature. In volume, he surpassed
Posey in the production of dialect
humor, publishing twice as many
pieces as appeared in the Fus Fixico
series. Spanning more than forty
years, his work carried forward the
literary art of dialect humor based in
Muscogee
oral tra-
dition
a n d
soryteling.
Thus it
stands as
a vital
link be-
tween
Musco-
gee lit-
erature ¥
o] f
Posey’s
day and
that  of
the late
twentieth
century.
Moore
considers
the voice
through
whichitis
delivered,
however,
a voice
from the
past. “Most of the old Indians who
spoke English like SOUR SOFKEE
was written, are gone. In fact, most
of the younger

Creeks speak fluent English.”

But change is what “ Sour

“Thomas Moore however,
had little concern about what
scholars thought. His
concern was with twentieth
century world through which
Muscogee people moved
from the Great Depression
to the Space Age ”

Sofkee” is about.

Through the social criticism it
offers, Moore's work stands as testi-
mony to Muscogee good humor in the
face of social change and to the use-
fulness of laughter in meeting the
challenges it presents. It is perhaps
fitting that he concludes his little vol-
ume with “A Fullblood Salks Old
Age,” a poem about creeping time
and approaching death, and a poem
that, by the way, reaffirms the value
of laughter. In it, the full blood poet's
voice subverts the common Western
idea that time is the stalker and the
individual is the victim. Here, old age-
thus time-is the victim. Although he
has rheumatism, he can no longer
walk far, and he has a wrinkled face
and a “whole lot” of grandchildren,
the old fully blood says, “ Anyhow, |
make big laugh like young fella do.
That's how come old man feel young,
act young too.

Thomas Moore was born on Oct.
1, 1911 and died Dec. 11, 2005. Hewas
born on his Father’s allotment south of
Morris, Oklahoma. M oorewas educated
inthe Morris Public School system, but
also attended Chilocco Indian School.
Later Moore graduated from Bacone
College, William Jewell College, and the

University of Oklahoma Collegeof Law.
Moore practiced law for over a haf a
century at the law offices of Moore &
Moore. At the age of ninety-four, Moore
was the eldest statesman of Muscogee
literature.

Asatributeto therecognition of a
Creek Renaissance man and hislovefor
his cul-
ture, the
following
is an ex-
cerpt
from the
“Sour
Sofkee”
newspa-
per series
that ap-
peared in
the Sun-
day edi-
tions.
“ Chimnbie
often pre-
sents his
version
of  the
present-
day ques-
tion “Is
this a
great
country
o r
WHAT?"
to which
the answer is “ WHAT.” Chambers of
Commerce, he says, propagandize the
public, touting development and the
great “ progress” that their cities have
made in such short time: “Wld coun-
try what use’ to be, he's everything
civilize now' now.” But Chinnubbie's
vision of America is different: “ Au-
tomobile, telephone, littlehouse-bath-
room inside, radio and all that kind,
everybody got it now. Town he's grow
from little one post office to big city.
Outlaws kille' off an’ put in jail rest
of it.

Wild deer, buffalo, prairie
chicken, wild turkey-all that kind-he's
kille’ off too ‘cause have to make
room for civilize an’ new develop it.”
Town expansion, railroad construc-
tion, and road building eliminate farm
land. This transformation of the land-
scape gives Chinnubbie moment to
pause: Great country we live right
now all right. He's reverse gear goin’
wrong way look like though. You
ought to ask old time fella-White man,
Indian, anybody-what he's think
about it. He say every time, “ Yeh, good
country we got now, but | like to see
back like use’ to be long time ago,
me.” Somochee also sees the flaws in
capitalist-based “ progress’ and their
implications for the next generation
of Muscogees. “ Samochee say mod-
ern people don't know nothin’ much.
Ain't got not good business heads.
“ Specially younger generations.” A
good example is his son, who isin his
late twenties. The son is always broke,
doling out his paycheck in monthly
installment payments. But, says
Chinnubbie, “When ol' man
Samochee bawl-it-out his boy ‘bout
too much spent money all time an’ too
much ‘stallment bills, boy he just’
smiles an’ say: ‘Thats good new
twenty-century ‘merican way. Broke
all time; owe ever’body all time; don't
worry ‘bout nothin’ all time! Don’t
worry ‘bout payin’ ‘stallment bills; let
other fella worry ‘bout whether he
gonna git it on time, ever’ ‘time, ever’
DIME!” People are victimized by
high-pressure sales pitches from the

likes of automobile salesman. “ Even
if he know fella aint got no money to
buy car with,” Chinnubbie says “jus’
try sell it to you anyhow...on small
month payments plan let you pay it
out nex’ four-five years after car done
wore out.” Chinnubbie offered an al-
ternative sales plan that sounds sus-
piciously like today's bulk packag-
ing in discount stores: “ 1941 auto-
mobile company ought to use 1920
strategy. Make'em all sports model,
paint ‘em all yellow, then sell in
bunches like banana! Consumerism
makes the people dissatisfied with
what they have. “ If he got somethings
all time, he ever’time want somethings
else. He don't like it what kind he's
got; he want same kind what some-
body else got. Sometime when he got
best kind, he aint got ‘nough sense
to know it, an’ ever’time he want to
trade for what somebody else got.
Lotta time what somebody else got is
more worse than what he already got.
But you can't tell him that, nobody,
he won't believe it what you tell him
‘bout that kind’. That's how come
human people is funny animals.
‘" Sour Sofkee” also analyzes the
growing role of bureaucracies in
modern American life. For example,
society requires a new license for ev-
erything each year: “ Fish-ketch li-
cense, automobile license, groc’ie
store license, gasoline license, bar-
bershop license, cigarettes license,
beer license-fella even have to get new
dog license! License he get more
worse all time. Pretty soon now first
thing we know ever’body have to git
new marriage license ever’ year jus'
like ever’ thing else; even if you do
keep same wife all time!” By the late
1930s, the country was emerging from
the depression, and Chinnubbie be-
lieved that relief programs made
people lazy and unwilling to work. “ If
lotta people would make resolution to
do little less eat an’ little more work,” .
he wrote, “then tax he won't be so
high on ever’things. Uncle Sam won't
have to sweat so much to feed lazy
people with WPA job, and ol’ man
Public won't have to grunt so hard
pay somebody else debt.” What this
country need,” Chinnubbie wrote, “is
old time pioneer ambition days like
wild turkey days, when man had to
work or starve it. Didn't had no relief
welfare then. Didn't had no bureau
public departments. Only relief fella
git was sweat an’ work little harder.
Bureau restrictions made public
spectacles of some oil-rich
Muscogees like Katie Fixico and
Jackson Barnett. Pursued by the
press who invaded their privacy,
judged “ crazy” by the public because
the bureaucracy had labeled them
“incompetent,” besieged by grafters,
and married for their money, they were
often put on public display. In his
verse on Katies's death, Chinnubbie
tells the other side of her story: how
she gave children gifts at Christmas,
how she helped orphans, and how
Cussetah community mourned her.
Chinnubbie concludes his lament this
way:
Use to somebody after all time,

Try to get his money-ever’ dime!
Lawyers look for Katie ever’day,
Want to frame it up for lotta pay;

Now grafters have to look some
where else instead,

Cause Katie Fixico he's dead!

reach Gerald Wofford at:

e-mail:gwofford@muscogeenation-nsn.gov  phone: (918) 732-7635




Financid

Section B, Page 6 MUSCOGEE NATION NEWS January 2006
Report

continued from A-8

EUFAULA DORM ‘03 717,365.00 0.00 540,482.00 176,883.00
OAKDALE SCHOOL BUILDING 0.00 0.00 (8.00) 8.00

CALVIN NORTH ROAD 1,453,458.00 800,131.00 136,375.00 516,952.00
STIDHAM ROAD 1,194.00 0.00 1,194.00 0.00
ARBEKA ROAD 1,168,143.00 360,770.00 799,692.00 7,681.00
JOM EARLY CHILDHOOD ‘04 12,412.00 0.00 11,758.00 654.00
JOHNSON O'MALLEY ‘04 447,081.00 0.00 389,637.00 57,444.00
EUFAULA DORMITORY ‘04 1,438,377.00 400.00 701,733.00 736,244.00
TITLE PLANT 25,474.00 0.00 23,798.00 1,676.00

AID TO TRIBAL GOVERNMENT 25,000.00 0.00 24,834.00 166.00
BIABUILDING 44,865.00 0.00 44,865.00 0.00
JOHNSON O'MALLEY ‘05 904,402.00 3,068.00 433,593.00 467,741.00
EUFAULA DORMITORY ‘05 710,700.00 0.00 0.00 710,700.00
FORESTRY PROJECT 18,370.00 18,210.00 0.00 160.00
FACILITIES OPERATIONS MAINT 33,190.00 0.00 30,176.00 3,014.00
OLD DENTAL BUILDING PROJECT 20,573.00 0.00 0.00 20,573.00
KELLYVILLE PROJECT 2,657,238.00 157,599.00 968,325.00 1,531,314.00
EUFAULA DORM '99 20,000.00 0.00 20,000.00 0.00
MONTEZUMA PROJECT 39,304.00 0.00 35,193.00 4,111.00
TOTAL DEPT OF INTERIOR: 26,623,722.00 1,490,000.00 9,477,015.00 15,656,707.00
DEPT OF JUSTICE:

STOP VIOLENCE ‘05 152,076.00 0.00 72,354.00 79,722.00
COPS 118,058.00 0.00 117,765.00 293.00
TRIBAL YOUTH PROGRAM 260,000.00 0.00 57,394.00 202,606.00
TOTAL DEPT OF JUSTICE: 530,134.00 0.00 247,513.00 282,621.00
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION:

GAP 188,225.00 0.00 82,273.00 105,952.00
WATER POLLUTION CONTROL 60,000.00 0.00 20,024.00 39,976.00
TOTAL EPA: 248,225.00 0.00 102,297.00 145,928.00
CAPITAL PROJECT:

HEAD START BUILDING 1,012,512.00 14,471.00 42,841.00 955,200.00
TOTAL CAPITAL PROJECT: 1,012,512.00 0.00 0.00 1,012,512.00
ENTERPRISE FUND:

MUSKOGEE OFFICE BLDG 196,800.00 0.00 582,985.00 (386,185.00)
MUSKOGEE OFFICE BLDG RESERVE 9,200.00 0.00 0.00 9,200.00
FOUNTAINHEAD 701,986.00 15.00 535,189.00 166,782.00
COWETA CLINIC 16,869,467.00 10,530,665.00 208,795.00 6,130,007.00
IHS OFFICE BUILDING 24,461.00 0.00 19,902.00 4,559.00
INDUSTRIAL PARK 725,804.00 545,714.00 89,500.00 90,590.00
ROAD EQUIPMENT POOL 344,308.00 0.00 203,238.00 141,070.00
TOTAL ENTERPRISE FUND: 75,488,104.00 44,305,576.00 6,558,436.00 24,624,092.00
INTERNAL SERVICE FUND:

ROAD FORCE ACCOUNT 812,324.00 6,700.00 510,361.00 295,263.00
NAHASDA FORCE ACCOUNT 738,428.00 0.00 526,210.00 212,218.00
NAHASDA MAINTENANCE 185,142.00 0.00 70,455.00 114,687.00
TRIBAL- REAL PROP & FAC. 1,733,105.00 5,378.00 1,366,346.00 361,381.00
TRIBAL- PROPERTY & SUPPLY 113,348.00 0.00 98,315.00 15,033.00
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 1,911,588.00 92,976.00 660,234.00 1,158,378.00
SELF-INSURED HLTH FUND 0.00 0.00 4,165,938.00 (4,165,938.00)
TOTAL INTERNAL SERVICE FUND: 5,493,935.00 105,054.00 7,397,859.00 (2,008,978.00)

TOTALS

202,075,457.00

54,497,059.00 75,321,199.00 72,181,524.00

Council

continued from A-3

Dec. 27, Emergency sesson

Absentwere: DukeHarjo, Creek Dis-
trict; Nancy Watson, Okfuskee District;
David Nichols, Okmulgee District; Lola
Fidds, TukvpvtceDistrict; Larry Bible, Tusa
Disdtrict; and Robert Hufft, TulsaDistrict;

representativeFieldsarrived;

Speeker Thomas Yahola, Tukvpvtce
District, conducted the meeting and did not
vote.

« approved (20-0-0) NCR 05-006, up-
ports negotiations begin in earnest on agov-
emnment to government relationship to reech
and agreement with the State of Oklahoma
that again acknowledges the sovereignty of
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation — sponsor:
GeorgeTiger;

« gpproved (19-0-1) NCA 05-296, a-
thorizing a specia appropriation to the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation election board to
conduct a specia dection for the proposed
condtitutional amendments — sponsor: Sue
Johnson;

abgtainwere Ron Cleghorn, TusaDis
trict;

« gpproved asamended (18-2-0) NCA
05-297, amending MCNCA Title30, §4-101
entitled " National Council compensationdas-
sfication structure and sdary schedule” as
amended by NCA 05-271 toincreasethecom-
pensation of the National Council —sponsor:

SandraParigh;

votingnowere: Tom Pickering, Mcln-
tosh Digtrict and ThomasMclntosh, Mcln-
tosh District;

motion made to go into executive ses-
don;

motion madeto reconsidered

representative David Nichols was ex-

representatives SandraParish, Musko-
gee Didrrict; Nancy Watson, Okfuskee Dis-
trict; SandraGolden, OkfuskeeDistrict; Billy
Chalakee, Okmulgee; Lola Fields,
TukvpvtceDidtrict al left themesting;

« killed onthefloor (14-0-0) NCA 05-
297,

Dec. 29, Emergency sesson

Representatives excused are: Larry
Bible, Robert Hufft, David Nichals, Sandra
Parish and Richard Berryhill. Representa
tive Ron Cleghor nwill belate.

Absent were: Sandra Parish, Musko-
gee Didrrict; Nancy Watson, Okfuskee Dis-
trict; Robert Jones, Okmulgee District;
Keeper Johnson, OkmulgeeDidtrict; David
Nichols, Okmulgee Digtrict; Larry Bible,
TulsaDigtrict; Cherrah RidgeQuiett, Tulsa
Didtrict; Ron Cleghor n, TulsaDistrict; Rob-
et Hufft, Tulsa Didtrict; and Richard Ber-
ryhill, Wagoner Digtrict;

Speeker Thomas Yahola, Tukvpvtce
District, conducted the meeting and did not
vote.

representative Cleghor narivedduring
committeeasawhole;

Reminder

Don't forget to VOTE on February 18!
For moreinformation contact the Election Board
at (918) 732-7683 or 1-800-482-1979 ext. 7683.

representativeParisharivedbeforethe  Year 2006 — sponsor: Roger Barnett

rise& report; ($75,000.00)
« gpproved asamended (17-0-0) NCA

05-298, authorizingaspecid gppro-

prigiontotheCity of Holderwillefor S

the purchase of awild land brush
pumpunit—sponsor: ShirleneAde;

Hand this

" goumi.um craT

To A
co-gponsor(s): Thomas Yahola, Friend CONTINENTAL CREDIT
Rita Williams, Roger Barnett, We Like To Say i 7
L ola Fields ($60,000.00); Ves ! ! i g
* goproved as amended (17- Try Us First Phone #18-650-0303

0-0) NCA 05-299, authorizing a
supplemental gppropriation to the
natural disaster program for fiscal

Loans from §136 - §727

We also prepare Taxes

Fast & Friandly Service

80 years of combined experience to Getter serve you
Bob McLemore and Patty Fletcher

130 W, 8¢h St.

Bristow, OK. 74010
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EDMOND BARNETT JR.

DUSTIN — Funeral servicesfor
Edmond Barnett were held on Nov.
30 at Artussee Indian Baptist Church
with Rev. Allison Phillipsofficiating.

Mr. Barnett was born on Feb. 2,
1922 to Edmond and Mandy
(Simmons) Barnett.

He was a baptized member of
Hillabee Indian Baptist Church for sev-
eral years,
and became
an ordained
deacon. He
later trans-
ferred his
member-
ship to
Dustin First
Baptist
Church.
Edmond
enlistedinto
the United
States
Army Nov. 19, 1942 and served with
the 10th Armored Division, 3rd Army
with General Patton, did his tour of
duty during the Battle of the Bulge.
During his service, he received the
EAME Theatre Ribbon, three Bronze
Service Stars, the Good Conduct
Medal, the American Theatre Ribbon,
and the World War |1 Victory Ribbon.
He was very proud of being a World
War |1 Veteran, and he was honorably
discharged Dec. 6, 1945.

Edmond was preceded in death
by: hiswife, |da (Givens) Barnett; his
parents; one brother, Austin; and three
children, Woodrow, Paul, and Eliza-
beth.

Survivorsinclude: four children,
Edmond Barnett 111 of Lamar, David
L. Barnett of Ada, Margaret Robinson
and Amanda Barnett, both of Okemah;
one sister, Maxine White of Deere's
Chapel; ten grandchildren; 14 great
grandchildren; and ahost of many rela-
tivesand friends.

Interment was at Hillabee Cem-
etery.

Barnett

SUE ANN (BEAR) DALGARN

EUFAULA — Funeral services
for Sue Dalgarn were held Jan. 7 at
Gregg Funeral Home Chapel with Rev.
Sam Harper officiating and Revs.
Gary Hawkins and Bruce Sanders as-
sisting.

Sue was born Aug. 6, 1929 to
Ceasar and Susanna (Johnson) Bear.
She received an Associates Degree
and later a Bachelor of Science De-
gree in Education, Counseling, and
Music. She taught at Sequoyah, and
Senecalndian Schoolsfor many years,
then |ater moved to Arizonaand taught
at Chinle, Ganando, Pinon, and de-
cided to retire from Arizona. Return-
ing to Oklahoma, she worked at
Shawnee Public Schools, retiring from
there, she moved to Durango, Colo-
rado working with the Southern Ute
Indians. Suewas amember of the First
Southern Baptist Church in Durango.

Sue returned to Oklahoma after
losing her husband, attended the First
Baptist Church in Eufaulaand partici-
pated in WM, and was also a member
of theNAACP, NFT, AASUW, OIWA,
chartered member of the OIEA, and
very activein the Eufaulalndian Com-
munity.

Mrs. Dalgarn was preceded in
death by: her husband, James Dalgarn;
one son Robert Dalgarn; and one sis-
ter, Betty (Kelly) Proctor.

Sheis survived by her daughter,
Sharon Dalgarn Franz of Eufaula; four
grandchildren; one great-grandchild;
and asister, Annette (Bear) Stover of
Eufaula.

Interment was at Greenwood
Cemetery.

WILLIE MACK GOODEN
OKMULGEE — Funeral ser-
vicesfor Rev. Willie Gooden were held
Dec. 28 at Many Springs Indian Bap-
tist Church with Revs. Jimmy Ander-

son, Jerry Byrd, and Malcolm Tiger of-
ficiating.

Williewas born Dec. 30, 1909 to
George and Katie (McCosar) Gooden.
He worked as a carpenter for many
years, and at Tinker Field during World
War 11. He began preaching the min-
istry in the early 1950’s and had
preached for over 50 years. Rever-
end Gooden served as a circuit
preacher over numerous churches in
the Northeast District of the Oklahoma
Indian Methodist Conference. He en-
joyed fishing, reading, singing gospel
hymns, creek songs and telling jokes.

He was preceded in death by:
daughter, Joyceann Lefthand; sisters,
Mary Harjo and Annie Gooden of the
home and brother, Dan Gooden.

Willie is survived by: his wife,
Mary Gooden of the home; son, Bennie
Gooden of Dewar; four stepchildren,
Angela Kihega of Norman, George
Taylor of Oklahoma City, Robert Tay-
lor of Washington D.C. and J.D.
Colbert of OklahomaCity; sister, Janet
Jones of Oklahoma City; brother,
Abraham Gooden of Calvin; six grand-
children and a host other relatives and
friends.

Interment was at McCosar Cem-
etery.

JOHN ALLEN HANEY

SEMINOLE — Funeral services
for John A. Haney were held Dec. 20
at Hitchitee Indian Methodist Church
with Revs.
MikeHarjo,
Abe Jack-
son and
Senator
Enoch
Kelly
Haney offi-
ciating.

John
was born
March 26,
1983 to
Willie
Frank Sr.
and Ellen (Dunn) Haney.

Hewas preceded in death by: his
grandparents, Wesley & Joan Dunn
and Woodrow & Hattie Haney; one
aunt, Nona Haney; and one uncle,
Wesley Dunn, Jr.

Survivorsinclude: WillieF, Sr. &
Ellen (Kathy) Haney; four siblings, Wil-
liam S. Haney of Morris, Willie F.
Haney, Jr. of Glenpool, Michael L.
Haney of the home and Jamie N.
Haney of Okmulgee; two nephewsand
two nieces; and a host of other rela-
tives and friends.

Haney

MILFORD E. “BEDIXIE" KING

STILLWATER — Funeral ser-
vices for Milford King were held Jan.
12 at the First Baptist Church with
Rev. Pat Lewis officiating.

Milford wasborn May 2, 1934 to
James and Mamie (Fife) King. Hewas
a member
of the First
Baptist
Church.
While em-
ployed with
Willis
Manufac-
turing Com-
pany, hebe-
gan playing
and coach-
ing softball.
Milford
sponsored
and played with the Indian Nations
Manufacturing softball team and was
inducted into the Softbal| Hall of Fame
in 1994. He was actively involved in
youth recreation with the Stillwater
Parks and Recreation Department,
coaching Little League baseball, foot-
ball and basketball for ten years. He
worked for OSU Married Student
Housing, a position he held for 22
years and retired from OSU in 1993.
After retirement he enjoyed spending

timewith hisfamily, especially with his
grandchildren.

Mr. King was preceded in death
by: his parents; and two brothers, Dan
and James King.

Survivorsinclude: hiswife Nora
(Taylor) King of the home; two chil-
dren, Michael Eugene King of
Berthoud, Colorado, and Gwenette
Morrow of Stillwater; three siblings,
John D. King of Newkirk, Ellen Willis
of Granite, and Evelyn Brogdon of
Ramona; and two grandchildren.

Interment was held at Fairlawn
Cemetery.

JOE LEE SKEETER

HECTORVILLE — Funeral ser-
vices for Joe Skeeter were held Nov.
15 at Morning Star Evangelistic Cen-
ter with Rev. Lance Crawford offici-
ating.

Joe was born Oct. 2, 1944 to
Jimmieand Sadie (Green) Skeeter. He
was an accountant and tax preparer,
livedin Hectorvillemost of hislife, and
was a member of Duck Creek Cer-
emonial Ground.

Survivorsinclude: four children,
Jacque Hill of Glenpool, Kathy Skeeter
of Tulsa, Stephanie Back of Broken
Arrow and John Skeeter of Pahrump,
Nevada; one brother, Andrew Skeeter
of Tulsa; six grandchildren; aswell as
other loved oneswho will greatly miss
him.

Interment was held at the Bear
Family Cemetery.

KATIE SMITH

COWETA — Funeral services
for Katie Smith were held Jan. 5 at
Thomas Community Church with Rev.
Bernadine Dowdy officiating.

Katiewas born January 11, 1912
to Mack and Sarah Thomas and she
was of the Fuswa clan.

She was preceded in death by:

her parents; her husband, Walter
Smith; four
siblings,
N or a
Nelson,
Johnson B.
Thomas,
Samuel S.
Thomas,
andBilly S.
Thomas.
Sheis
survived
by: usall.
Inter-
ment was
at the Spavinaw Cemetery.

BILLY RAY WILLIAMS

HENRYETTA — Funeral ser-
vicesfor Billy Williamswere held Jan.
6 at Dewar First Baptist Church offi-
ciated by Revs. Jack Vance and Don
Walker.

Mr. Williams was born Sept. 12,
1937 to Irvin and Alice Williams. He
owned and operated Williams Auto
Repair in Henryetta. Billy served in
the U.S. Army , was a member of the
Church of Christ, the Masonic Lodge,
Shriners, theAATRC Roping Associa-
tion, and served as President & Chair-
man of the Board of the Credit Asso-
ciation of Muscogee (Creek) Nation.

Hewas preceded in death by: his
parents; and one brother, Bobby Will-
iams.

Survivorsinclude: two children,
Marty Williams of Henryettaand Pam
Sifuentes of Bixby; four siblings,
Barton Williams of Henryetta, Jewell
of Hanna, Clemma Luelllen of
Henryetta, and Carolyn Hammontree
of Eufaula; six grandchildren; two
great-grandchildren; and a host of
other relatives and friends.

Interment was held at the Will-
iams Family Cemetery.

L etters

continued from page 2

A special Thank You goes to Barbara
Gillespie for her help. | also appreciate
all the donations provided by the
surrounding Indian Churches. Again,
Thank You!

Suzie Smith, Coweta

Family expressesappreciation

TheHaney family wouldliketosay
“Thank You Everyone” for al your love
and support during this difficult timefol-
lowing the passing of our son, brother,
uncle, andfrient, JohnA. Haney. Wewould
liketogivespecia Thanksto Second Chief
Berryhill; our Uncle
Creek Citizen Express Concerns

Editor:

Creek citizensmust urgetheimple-
mentation of ahigher threshold beforea
bill is passed that directly benefitsmem-
bers of the National Council Represen-
tatives. As it now stands, a minority of
the whole, who are united and actuated
by some common impul se of passion or
interest, adverse to the rights of other
citizens, or to the  permanent and ag-
gregate interests of the community can
dictate to the majority and thereby up-
set the principle of government by the
people.

Itisthisissue - thewill of the ma-
jority being disregarded due to the fer-
vor of afew - that provides the stron-
gest reason to increase the threshol d for
adding amendments that secures the
principleof representational democracy.

Clearly, serving the needs of the
Creek citizens according to changesin
the structure of government must be al-
lowed when necessary, but it isimpera-
tive that they be based on a broad con-
sensusof thegoverned. It shouldinclude
provisions to protect therightsof itsciti-
zens, directitsgovernment in the proce-
dure of its duties and assign limited
power. When they are not, an intense
minority can tyrannize majority rights.

Creek citizens cannot allow the
Creek Council to unilaterally givethem-
selves a pay raised based simple on
crudeopinionthey deserveit. Decisions
of the Creek Council for apay raise, or
onany issue, should not be based on fedl-
ingsbut on accredited evidencethat their
actions represent majority agreement.
Jacob Narcomey, Okmulgee

Citizenvoicesopinion

Editor:

Thisletter toyouistolet you know
what the Mvskoke Citizens expect from
you. We voted you into the National
Council to support our Chief and your
community.

The previous members voted
themselves araise without going to the
communities and letting the members
makethat decision. Most of the Council
membersdid not attend the Community
meetings. Each Community has 12 meet-
ingsayear and you should be obligated
to attend each one and when you do not
attend you are not representing you com-
munity and you should be replaced by
another member of your community.
Theraising of the Salary was not on the
EufaulaCommunity meeting. You should
be required to write bills for your com-
munitiesand not for yourself. And when
abill isbeing voted on pleasedo not leave
your seat so you don't voteon abill that
you do not like. We want you to repre-
sent uson each bill to bevoted on. Jump-
ing up and leaving your seatsisnot what
we want from a council member.

Another issueisif acouncil mem-
ber isamember of another Federal tribe
can that person set on the council?

| dlong with other citizensthink the
council istoo large and we want aelec-
tion thisyear to reduce that number along
with bills to make the council more ac-
countableto the communities.

| welcome each one of you and |
look forward to anew beginning in sup-
porting our Chief A.D. Ellis.

Esther Marie Grona, Okmulgee

reach Liz Thompson at:

e-mail:wmurphy@muscogeenation-nsn.gov  phone: (918) 732-7637
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CORNER
by

JASON

2006isjust acoupleweeksold and
already there have been fireworks set
off inthe sportsworld.

| don’t recall in my short life ever
seeing asuperhuman performanceasthe
one Texasquarterback Vince Young put
on the Longhorns' historic Rose Bowl
victory over juggernaut USC. Young's
breskdown of the Trojan defense was
at times breathtaking, and you cannot
help but smply tip your cap to the guy
and admit that what you have just seen
isthedefinition of greastness. They have
endured their share of misery over the
last few years, so hats off to Mack
Brownand company for getting themon-
key off their backsand for making doubt-
ers, suchasmyself, look foolishfor pick-
ing USC.

But, as the old saying goes, “two
out of three ain't bad,” and | have to
admit that | amalittle proud of my other
two bowl picksin last month's paper. It
was greet to see the Tulsa Golden Hur-
ricane defeet the Fresno State Bulldogs
intheLiberty Bowl and put an emphétic
punctuation on one of the best seasons
ever inthe history of the program. Now
that the season is over and the smoke
has had timeto clear, it will beinterest-
ing to seeif Tulsacan hang on to head
coach and turnaround architect Steve
Kragthorpe. Kragthorpe's stock rises
higher witheach Tulsavictory andinmy
opinionwill lead to him being moreand
more pursued by the country’s top-tier
programsiin the near future.

And how could | forget about the
Holiday Bow!?The OklahomaSooners
defense played stingy all night long, re-
minding folks that Bob Stoops' squads
can still swarm to the ball and make of-
fensveyardageasscarceasrainin Okla
homaright now! Intheend, the Sooners
meadejust enough offensiveplaysand got
atimely interception from ball magnet
Clint Ingram, to hold off the #6 ranked
Oregon Ducks. Now the Sooners will
need sunglasseswhen looking to thefu-
ture because it figures to be extremely
bright. They are bringing back Holiday
Bowl OffensiveMV P Rhett Bomar and
next year's Heisman Trophy favorite
Adrian Peterson as well as a talented
group of young receivers who came of
ageand asolid returning defense. Couple
those factors with Vince Young's early
departure from Texasto the NFL Draft,
andit’ seasy to seewhy the Soonerswill
be favorites to bring back the Big XII
Titleto Normanin 2006.

Excitement is at a fever pitch in
the NFL asthe playoffshave gotten un-
der way. The next few weeks will un-
fold the script astime will tell what two
teamswill meet on Detroit’s Ford Field
to decide the Super Bowl in early Feb-
ruary.

Andwecan't forget about basket-
ball because March is just around the
corner. Mark your calendars early for
the 4 Love of the Game's 3rd Annual
All-Indian March Madness Tournament.
The tournament, held this year at
Henryetta, will offer an entire weekend
of fun and competition for teemsthat will
betraveling fromall over the country to
come and showcase their talents. Keep
sending information on our great Creek
athletes, Happy New Year everyone!

By Jason Salsman
MNN Sports Reporter

MANNFORD — Being an 11th
grade high school student can be
stressful at times. Just don’t tell that
to Andrea Caywood.

The Mannford

dent. She also maintains a3.75 grade
point aver age which is good enough
to put her near the top of her class. In

High School junior
doesn’t belive in keep-
ing a light schedule as
sheisinvolvedinvarsity
soccer, Cross country,
basketball and track.
That looks like quite a
load if you just did that
in one year, but Andrea ||
has lettered in each of
those sports since her
9th grade year.

But Caywood does
not just excel on the
playing field. She also

“She is a role model for
other players on the team,
her hard work and dedica-
tion on the field and in the

classroom has set standards
for other players to follow.”

realizes that the work she doesin the
classroom is just as important. That
isevident by the fact that in October
she was accepted into the National
Honor Society, the premier academic
organization for any high school stu-

Andrea Caywood poses with the awards she has accumulated

addition to her sports activities, An-
drea is also involved in lots of
extracurriculur ventures as well such
as Students Against Drunk Driving,
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, In-
dian Club, Student Council and Who's
Who Among American High School
Students just to name a few.

You want to know about her
character? Ask those who have seen
it on the field and off. “Andrea is a
very competitive, yet compassionate
athlete, who gives 110% on and off
thefield,” said assistant soccer coach
Tonya Kinard. Tony Pacheco, Head

Creek athleteisan all-around success story

girl’s soccer coach at Mannford de-
scribed her as an example. “She
strives hard each and every day to
achieve success,” said Pacheco.
“She is a role model
for other players on
the team, her hard
work and dedication
on the field and in the
classroom has set
standards for other
playersto follow.”

With her athletic
abilitiesand good aca-
demics, Andrea has
her sights set on col-
legeand possibly play-
ing sports at the colle-
giate level. Whatever
she decidestodo, itis
probably a safe bet that she will be
successful because of her work ethic
and attitude.

She has done well with cross
country so far this year. She placed
third at the Owasso meet in the fall
and placed second at two other
meets. She qualified for the state
meet which was held at Oral Rob-
ertsUniversity in Tulsaand finished
seventh in the cross country event.
She will receive her State jacket in
August 2006. Understandably,
Andrea’s parents, coaches and com-
munity areall proud of thismulti-tal-
ented young lady.

2006 North American Indigenous Games
looking for performers

DENVER — The Cultural Vil-
lage at the 2006 North American In-
digenous Games is looking for per-
formersand will provide thousands of
Native American and First Nations
people the opportunity to share their
rich cultures and traditions. It will be
acontinuously running presentation of
the colorful and important cultures
and histories of the many tribal na-
tions participating in The Games.

TheNorth American Indigenous
Games is a large-scale multi-sport
and culture celebration offering com-
petitionin 16 sportsfor youth between
the ages of 13-19 and adults ages 20
and over. The event will once again
bekicked off by the opening ceremo-

nies, held this year on July 1 at
Denver’s Invesco Field at Mile High
Stadium. It will run through July 9 and
coordinators are strongly urging per-
formersto participatein the activities
going on at the Cultural Village. This
is agreat way for those interested to
share their tribal customs and histo-
ries.

For information on the event or
to volunteer as a performer contact
the Colorado I ndigenous Games Soci-
ety toll free at (888) 623-3513 or log
on to their website at
Www.naig2006.com. Deadlinefor per-
former registration will be January 30,
2006.

Tulsa library to host
tribute to American

Indian Athletes

TULSA — On Saturday,
January 28 from 11 am. to 12 p.m.
at the Maxwell Park Library, Matt
Roberts will bring Jim Thorpe and
other American Indian athletes to
life with books, photos, figurines,
trading cards and audio and video
clips.

The program is for ages 5-12
and the kids will have opportunity
to meet and interact with Roberts.
Seating islimited, with children get-
ting first priority. Adults will be ad-
mitted if there is space available.

For more information, contact
the Maxwell Park Library at (918)
669-6055.

Sequoyah Lady Indians go back-to-back at Shrine Classic

MUSKOGEE — It was deja vu
at thisyear’sBedouin Shrineclassicin
the large school girl’s bracket.

Tahlequah Sequoyah, the top
ranked teamin class 3A, won the tour-
nament for the second consecutive year
with a62-41 victory in the champion-
ship game over the 6A Muskogee Lady
Roughers.

The game, held at the Muskogee
CivicAssembly Center, wascloseinthe
early stages before Sequoyah eventu-
ally pulled away. The Lady Indiansare
usually paced by sophomore sensation
Angel Goodrich, but instead got the big-
gest boost from ShawnaSingleterry and
her 34 point performance.

Theearly stages of the game were
marked by each team helping each other
out, as there were a host of turnovers
committed by both teams in the begin-
ning. Muskogee took advantage first
holding a16-10 lead after thefirst quar-
ter. But it was all Sequoyah from there
on out asthey turned up the heat defen-
sively and switched the six point deficit
into a34-19 halftime lead. It was alead
they would never relinquish.

Sequoyah took better care of the
ball as the game progressed and really
opened the game up by connecting from
long range on their three-point shots,
mostly as Singleterry started to catch
fire.

TheLady Indianswereplayingin
their second tournament of the year.
They took third placeinthe Oklahoma's
Best of the Best tournament held last
month at the University of Tulsa's
Reynolds Center, losing to eventual
champion and 5A #1 East Central. At
the conclusion of the game, the honors
did not stop with the presentation of the
championship trophy.

Singleterry, who paced the Lady
Indians as the game's high scorer, and
teammateAngel Goodrich, whosesolid
defense and 17 points both contributed
to thewinning effort, were both named
to theAll-Tournament team.

vs. NEW SCHOOL

Should college athletes be allowed to leave early for professional sports?

Here, you are given
the chance as a no-
name green-behind
the-earsHigh School
Senior and then you
aresuddenly givena
freefour year educa-
tional Christmasgift.
After that, Theschool till investsinyou
by giving you free perks such asaroom

and board. Then, if you're good, you
aregivenafull mediablitz treatment by
having your name become a household
word because the school you commit-
ted to advertise you.Then you suddenly
leave. Talk about the dog that bites the
hand. Whatever happend to commitment
and thelong-term?1sn’t that the Ameri-
canway? Oh, amost forgot! the Ameri-
can way is to make money...fast!

I've aways had the
opinion that if a
player is skilled
enough to translate
their game to the
next level then they
should beallowed to
makethejumpto pro-
fessional sports. | don'treally agreethat
rules and regulations should shape the

decisionsthat somebody would obvioudly
be making on behalf of their personal
life. | do believe that these type of deci-
sions should be carefully planned and
thought out, because an opportunity for
acollege education is not something to
waste. But, if the player isdefinitely tal-
ented enough like a Lebron James or
VinceYoung, thenthey should get ashot.

reach sports reporter Jason Salsman at:

e-mail:jsalsman@muscogeenation-nsn.gov  phone: (918) 732-7644
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L ongest running Native American Film Festival releases* 05 results

SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. — The
30thAnnual American Indian Film Festi-
val, presented by the American Indian
Film Institute (AIFl) closed Saturday, Nov.
12 to a sold-out audience at the Ameri-
can Indian Motion Picture Awards Show
held at the Palace of FineArts.

With an attendance of over 5, 000
during the eight day film venue, the
American Indian Film Festiva continues
to bethe most dominant outlet for Native
American filmsfrom USA American In-
dian and Canada First Nation communi-
ties.

For over 30 yearsthe American In-
dian Film Festival has featured ground-
breaking films and documentaries, such
asAmerican Indian People, and thisyear
was no exception with two select theatre
venues at the UA Galaxy Theatre and
thehistoric Palaceof FineArts. Thisyear
showcasing over 62 films, documentaries
and shortswith four independent feature
films, theAmerican Indian Film Festival
commits to showcasing artistic growth
and development. The 30th Annual
American Indian Film Festival welcomed
various US and World premieres. Many
were nominees at the 2005 American In-
dian Motion Picture Awards Show.

The World Premiere of
Seepdancer, a tale of a torn-love, de-
ceit and family wasintroduced by award-
winning director Rodrick Ocowatchit.
TheWorld Premiereof California’s Lost
Tribes with director Jedd Riffe present-
ing thefilm, wasthefirst documentary to
go behind thefacade of theglitzand glam-
our of American Indian casinos. US pre-
miere of Johnny Tootall, afilm about re-
birth, recovery and finding one'sself was
introduced by award-winning writer and
director Shirley Cheechoo, aswell asco-
starsAlex Rice and Nathaniel Arcand. A
diverse assortment of films were show-
cased throughout the eight day venuedur-
ing the matinee and evening programs at
theAmerican Indian Film Festival.

Several of the films made an im-
pressionableimpact on audiences. Heal-
ing Our Spirits directed by Lexie Tom
& Michael Shepard, an investigative
documentary about thetwo massiveburia
site desecrations on the Lummi Reser-
vation in Washington State; Aleut Sory
directed by Marla J. Williams, narrated
by Martin Sheen, recountstherarely told
story about theindigenousAlaskansfight
for civil rights after their forced intern-
ment during WWII; The Gift of Diabe-
tesdirected by Brion Whitford chartshis
journey about being diagnosed with dia-
betes and how he goes back to his Na-
tive roots and traditions to heal himself;
The Salt Song Trail: Bringing Creation
Back Together directed by Esther
Figueroa visits the sacred Salt Songs of
the Southern Paiute people; Feature Film
premiere of 5th World directed by
Blackhorse Lowe, offers a moving and

insightful glimpse inside contemporary
Navajo culture; Featurefilm premiere of
Hank Wiliams First Nation directed by
Aaron James Sorensen, tells the story of
a deepy, remote, Indian reservation in
Northern Canada that gets stirred up
when one of its elders, Martin Fox, be-
ginsto question the death of Hank Will-
iams.

On opening night, the Festival cel-
ebrated its 30th anniversary, with 3
screeningsand anearly sold out audience
of 600 people at the UA Galaxy Theatre
in San Francisco on Saturday, Nov. 5. The
opening night film wasthe highly- antici-

sixteen filmsrepresented by seventribes
across the USA, including this year's
filmsfromthe United Auburn Indian Com-
munity.

The student-made films were
watched by various students from the
Bay Areaaswell asthe student filmmak-
ersfrom the United Auburn Indian Com-
munity. Comedy and drama were the
themes for the films and were met with
an enthusiastic audience. Actress Alex
Rice star of Johnny Tootall and film-
maker /actress Pamela Matthews hosted
the program.

Tribal Touring Program mentors

atji

imerican indian
film institute

foundedin 1979

30th annual

AMERICAN INDIAN FILM FESTIVAL.

San Francisco

pated documentary Trudell directed by
Heather Rae, based on one of the most
iconic activists in recent history, John
Trudell. Two other filmsalso premiered,
SA'AH directed by Sarah Del Seronde
and The Winter Chill directed by Paul
M. Rickard.

Activist John Trudell, directors
Heather Rae, Sarah Del Seronde and
Paul M. Rickard were in person to an-
swer questionsto the nearly sold-out au-
dience. 2005 American Indian Film Fes-
tival AIFI’s, Best of the Triba Touring
Program, a Native youth film workshop
program, supported by The James|rvine
Foundation, L EF Foundation, and tribal
host partners, successfully screened over

producer Jack Kohler California’s Lost
Tribes and Larry Lowe director of 5th
World, werealso in-person. Sudentshad
the opportunity to ask questionsto theac-
tors and directors as well as the student
filmmakers.

TheFestival closed withatwo night
spectacular event with the American In-
dian Motion PictureAwards Show, which
featuredliveentertainment including com-
edy and music at the Palace of FineArts.

The American Indian Motion Pic-
ture Awards Show (established in 1978),
has recognized excellence in American
Indian cinematic achievement, making the
annual awards show one of the most
prominent Indian Country and NativeCin-

ema showcases.

The lineup featured performances
by established and emerging Native art-
istsand performers. Each year theAmeri-
can Indian Motion PictureAwards Show
showcases the exceptional talent of Na-
tiveAmerican artists. The Awards Show
is a meeting place where American In-
dian artists, directors and producers can
meet andinteract inthe spirit of theAmeri-
can Indian and Canada First Nations.

Thisyear therewasan eclectic mix
of performers from a ventriloquist, co-
medians, Inuit throat singers, award-win-
ning singersand aclassical violinist. On
Friday Nov. 11, the awards pre- show
kicked off with an audience of over 760
and washosted by comedian, CharlieHill.

A special screening of Johnny
Tootall was showcased with director
Shirley Cheechoo and co- starsAlex Rice
and Nathaniel Arcand in person present-
ingthefilm.

Two music videoswere al so show-
cased, Meegwetch and Sunny Days,
which was introduced by two emerging
Native artists, accomplished Saulteaux
singer Tamara Podemski and Tulalip
Tribesrapper, Redskin.

The live entertainment included
classical violinist Swil Kanim, comedians
James and Ernie, All Nations Powwow
singersaccompanied by traditional danc-
ers, folk and bluessinger Star Nayea, who
premiered her new song for the 30th An-
nual American Indian Film Festival,
singer-song writer TamaraPodemski, and
Agsarniit-Inuit throat singersMadeleine
Allakariadlak and SylviaCloutier.

Theperformanceswerejust asmall
taste of what they would perform on Sat-
urday night's American Indian Motion
PictureAwards Show. On Saturday Nov.
12, to asold-out audience of over 900 at
the Palace of Fine Arts, fourteen presti-
gious awards were given to those with
exceptiona Nativecinematic talent. Host-
ing the awards show was actress Tantoo
Cardina and actor Michael Horse.

Outstanding singing performances
varied acrossthetalent venue, whichin-
cluded singer-song writer Tamara
Podemski, singer Crystal Shawanda, folk
and blues singer Star Nayea who was
met with deafening applause after her
song “ Grassdancer”, and Agsarniit-Inuit
throat singers-MadeleineAllakariallak and
SylviaCloutier. Three Native comedians,
included James & Ernie, ventriloquist
Buddy Big Mountain and Charlie Hill,
shared the same stage all bringing forth
laughter and excitement to the audience.

2005American Indian Motion Pic-
ture Award Winners: Best Film, Johnny
Tootall directed by Shirley Cheechoo.
Best Director, Aaron James Sorensen,
Hank Williams First Nation. Best Ac-
tor, Adam Beach, Johnny Tootall. Best
Actress, Stacy Da Silva, Hank Williams
First Nation.

with Josh Slane

The Chronicles of Narnia: The
Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe is
perhapsthe best fantasy movieto hit box
offices since the Lord of the Rings Tril-
ogy and mirrorsthe Lord of the Ringsin
several ways, including itswonderful ac-
tion and epic scope.

For those that don’t know Narnia
isaseparate world, created by the Great
Lion Aslan, aworld where animals can

speak and creatures such as the Centaur
and Minotaur live and
breathe, a world that is
meant to be united under
theruleof achild of Adam
or Daughter of Eve(ie. hu-
man).

Whichbringsup one
of themoreinteresting (in
my opinion at least) points

of themovie, it'sheavily Christian sym-
bology. Thismovie man-
ages to explain much of
theChrigtianreligionona
level that children can
grasp and understand, but
does it without being ac-
tually religiousin nature.
And while the reli-
gious overtones and plot

linemight besimpleenough for achildto
grasp, thismovieisn't only meant for chil-
dren, thereisplenty of plot and depth for
themovieto pleasean adult just assurely
asit doesthe children.

So al in al The Chronicles of
Narnia: Lion, The Witch, and The
Wardrobeisan outstanding movie. Mov-
ies at a Glance is brought to you by the
Dickinson Starworld 20 Theater in Tulsa.

reach Gerald Wofford at:

e-mail:gwofford@muscogeenation-nsn.gov  phone: (918) 732-7635
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Creek Council
House Musuem
Curator

OKMULGEE — The purpose
of the museum is to preserve and
interpret the Creek Council House
and to bring an understanding of
the history and culture of the
Muscogee (Creek) people. The
museum is a joint project of the
Creek Indian Memorial Associa-
tion, a private nonprofit corpora-
tion and the City of Okmulgee.

The museum’s history began
when Judge Orlando B. Swain cre-
ated the Creek Indian Memorial
Association in 1923 to preserve
Muscogee (Creek) culture and his-
tory, and to utilize the Council
House as an educational center for

others wanting to learn about Na-
tive history, art and culture.

The Creek Council House was
constructed in 1878 by the
Muscogee (Creek) people. The
Council House served as the Capi-
tol inwhich tribal affairs were con-
ducted. The facilities contained
separate chambers for the Execu-
tive and Judicial branches of gov-
ernment, and the Legislative
branch, which was divided into the
House of Kings and the House of
Warriors.

In 1906, after tribal sover-
eignty was abolished by the United
States Government, the Depart-
ment of Interior gained possession
of the Council House. In 1919, the
City of Okmulgee purchased the
building and grounds.

The Council House and sur-
rounding grounds are listed on the
National Register of Historic Sites
and in 1961 was designated as a
National Historic Landmark. In
1989, the Creek Indian Memorial

Association initiated massive ef-
forts for a complete historic resto-
ration on the building. In 1993, the
Creek Council House Museum re-
ceived the National Preservation
Honor Award by the National Trust
for Historic Preservation for the
restoration.

In 1919 “Demolitionists” tried
to tear down the stone wall sur-
rounding the Council House. They
wanted to have the entire structure
torn down. In 1928, another group
wanted to replace the Council
House with a more functional and
updated building.

Humorist, Will Rogers, was
credited with helping save the
structure when he said, “You can
go to any town in the country and
find a post office and a hotel, but
there is only one town where you
can find a Creek Council House.”

The museum’s permanent col -
lection and archives chronicle the
sociocultural history of the
Muscogee (Creek) people before

and after their forced removal
from tribal lands in Georgia and
Alabama. Focusis on the areas of :
Muscogee homelands, Muscogee
Confederacy, Muscogee in Indian
Territory Oklahoma, Council
House History, Government and
Law, Education and Schools, Cer-
emony and Religion, and Artists.

The Red Stick Gallery offers
avariety of elegant Native Ameri-
can gifts.

Hand crafted jewelry, bead
work, basketry, pottery, apparel
and prints are all of the finest qual-
ity. A visit to the gallery concludes
a unique experience at the mu-
seum.

Museum Hours are Tuesday-
Saturday 10:00 am - 4:30 pm and
Sunday and Monday closed. The
Creek Council House Museum is
located at 106 West 6th Street on
the square in Okmulgee, Okla-
homa. For more information call
(918) 756-2324.

Maclntosh Family Story

The following MacIntosh family story is
authored by John Bartlett Merserve and
documentation is provided through the
CreekCouncil House Museum.

A son of Captain John Maclntosh
was William Maclntosh who became a
Tory captain in the British service dur-
ing the War of the Revolution. He was
probably in command of a contingent
of Creek Indian allies of the British ser-
vice during the contingent of Creek In-
dianalliesof the British during thewar.
Captain William Macintosh lived among
the Creek Indians at Coweta, Georgia,
where he married two Creek Indian
women and by one of them became the
father of William Maclntosh, the color-
ful Creek Indian Chief. By the other
wife, he becamethe father of Roderick,
known variant among the Creek Indi-
ans as Roley Maclntosh.

Chief William Maclntosh son of
Captain William Maclntosh was born
at Coweta, Georgia, in 1778. He was
denied the finished culture which his
cousin, the celebrated Governor had
enjoyed, but whatever he may have
lacked in the refinements of scholastic
training was quitefully compensated in
thepoise, ability and acumen withwhich
nature had endowed him. He became a
character of prominence and command-
ing influence among the Coweta or
Lower Creeks and was the Chieftain
of thefaction from about 1800 until his
death in 1825. Chief Maclntosh
amassed considerable wealth and his
plantation homeat Indian Springs, Geor-
gia, where he was served by aretinue
of slavesand where hisherds and flocks
grazed at will, was elegant in al of its
appointments. Two Indianwives, graced
hishome, Susanna Cog, a Creek woman
and Peggy a Cherokee. Residing at an-
other plantation home some sifty dis-
tant and which he owned, was a third
wife, Eliza, a daughter of Stephen
Hawkins. Thismodern Solomon arrayed
in oriental splendor, was tall, finely
formed, of a graceful commanding
poise and his plantation home became
the rendezvous of the United States
Commissionersdealing with the Indian
tribes in Georgia only to provoke his
own summary execution later at the
hands of the enraged Creek Indians.

Inits early dealing with the Indi-
ans, the United States was not always
exactly consistent. Many unfair prac-
tices which the end may seem to have
justified, were induldged to divest the
tribes of thier ancient homes. The rep-
resentatives of the government were
not remissin making convenient theem-
ployment of corrupt officialsamong the
Indians to accomplish title to Indian
lands. Bribes were scattered among in-
fluential leaders, threats were made and
engagements broken by commissioners
who represented the government.

Against these invasions of his ancient
prescriptivetenure, the Indian waswith-
out a “remedy at law” and hence this
was the path. Hatred, jealousy and
bloodshed were occasioned by practices
manifestly unfair. “Many, if not most,
of our Indian warshave had their origin
in broken promises and acts of injustice
on our part” said President Hayes in
his message to Congress in December
1877.

On April 24, 1802, the United
States, in consideration of the relin-
quishment by the

alarmed at the prospective wholesale
alienation of their ancient domain by
Chief Maclntosh, although chief only of
theLower Creeks, had presumed to rep-
resent the entire Creek Confederacy
and the Commissioners of the United
States had so recognized him although
they well knew hislimitations of author-
ity. In defiance of the law passed by
the Creek Council in 1824 imposing the
death penalty, Maclntosh undertook by
atreaty at his home at Indian Springs,
on February 12, 1825, to divest the hap-

less Creeksof there-

state of Georgiaof all
clamstotheMissis-
sippi territories (Ala
bama and Missis-
sippi) engaged to ex-
tinguished the Creek
Indian titles to all
landswithin the bor-
ders of the state “as
early as could be
peaceably done on
reasonable terms.”
Fromthenceforth the
people of Georgia
began continuoudly to
clamor for thefulfill-
ment of the engage-
ment by the government. Theinitial ces-
sion was procured from the Creeks by
the treaty at Washington made on No-
vember 14, 1805. By this agreement,
the Creekstransferred millions of acres
of thier Georgialandsto the state. This
agreement was negotiated upon the part
of the Creeks by Chief William
MaclIntosh, the chieftain of the Lower
Creeks. At the conclusion of the Creek
war of 1813-14, General Andrew Jack-
son imposed another “treaty” upon the
subdued Creeks and compelled them to
yield a large portion of their domain
which was oped to white settlement.
This“treaty” was made at Ft. Jackson,
Alabama, onAugust 9, 1814 and again
Chief Maclntosh presumed to represent
the Inidans. The Lower Creeks were
led by Chief Macintosh in the Creek
War of 1813-14 as allies of General
Jackson, at which time he was a com-
missioned colonel in the regular army.
He was prominent against the recalci-
trant membersof hisown tribeat Horse-
shoe Bend on March 17, 1814 and yet
he was recognized by General Jackson
as the representative of the subdued
belligerentswhen heimposed the harsh
terms of peace. Maclntosh promoted
another treaty at the Creek Agency,
Georgiaon January 22, 1818 and again
the Creeks were divested of alarge
fraction of their acreage. The Creeks
were again bound by thetreaty of Janu-
ary 8,1821, at Indian Springs, arranged
by the resourceful Maclntosh and afur-
ther divesture of lands resulted.

The Creeks were now becoming

Maclntosh Family Dresser, brought
over before the trail of tears.
photo by Mallory Bible

maining portion of
their Georgia lands.
A delegation of the
Upper Creeks
warned Maclntosh
of his doom under
the law if he signed
the treaty.

For the first
timein hisvenal ca-
reer, the Chief hesi-
tated, but having as-
surances of protec-
tion from the united
States Commission-
ers and from his
highly influential
cousin, the Governor of the State of
Georgia, hesigned thetreaty asdid also
anumber of the Lower town chiefsin-
cluding his son Chilly, although it was
repudiated and unsigned by a majority
of the Indian representatives. Chief
Maclntosh was subsequently tried, in
his absence, before the Creek Council
under the law of 1824 and sentenced to
be shot, the order for his execution be-
ing given by Little Prince, the Principal
Chief of the Condfederacy. The Chief-
tain was not disposed to dignify this
acton by the Council as an affair of
much seriousness. He doubtless felt
that his status was impregnable and
manifestly he had reason to feel so. He
had settlers as expressed through both
the National and State Governments.
General Jackson was his personal
friend and had so expressed himself in
commendatory terms after the Creek
War. He had the assurances of
Campbell and Meriweather, the United
States Commissioners. Inthe Governors
chair at Milledgeville sat hiscousin hav-
ing the astate troops at his disposal.

When the fatal moment came
General Jackson and the regulars were
far away, the Commissioners had re-
turned to Washington to interest Con-
gressin aratification of the treaty and
the Governor of Georgiawas otherwise
engaged.

A party of more than one hundred
lighthorsemen under command of Chief
Menewa of the Upper Creeks departed
from Tuckabatchee to apprehend the
Chief and exact the penalty of execu-

tion. Inthestill hours of themorning his
Indian Springs home was surrounded by
the execution party, the membersof the
family included his son Chilly who was
light and hence unrecognized were
premitted to retire, atorch was applied
to the dwelling and in the cold, gray
dawn of April 30, 1825, Chief
MaclIntosh walked from the falmes
which enveloped the houseto ahideous,
cruel death at the hands of his tribes-
men. His Scalplock was removed and
bound back to Tuckabatchee as a re-
turn of the order of execution and thus
another tragic chapter of Creek Indian
history was concluded. The death of
Chief Maclntosh was not an isolated
tradedy. The Maclntosh family was one
of the wealthiest of the Creek Nation.
The men were of high Christian char-
acter and ability and acapable of form-
ing anintelligent conviction upon ques-
tions of public moment and were pos-
sessed of the fearlessness and courage
to express themselves. It was not un-
natural that their sympathies should
have been with the Southinitsstruggle.

Toread the Maclntosh Story inits
enitirety please contact the Creek Coun-
cil House Museum at (918) 756-2324.
TheMaclntosh Story isone of themany
historical chroniclesthe Creek Council
house holdsalong with art, and culture
availabletothepublic.Visiting the Coun-
cil House is, in a sense, like stepping
back in time. With stories such as the
Maclntosh Family History to simple
pictures of the past, you canfind alarge
array of past and present information
about the Creek Nation, to better un-
derstand the culture, traditionsand gen-
eral way of life.

Tulsa Indian Art
Festival

February 17-19, 2006
Fri. 11:30am. - 4 p.m., Sat. 10am. -
6 p.m., Sun. noon-6 p.m.

Join artists, collectors of fineart
and gallery ownersin acelebration of
American Indian Art and Culture.

Thefestival isashowcase of fine
art and tradition honoring the spirit of
the American Indian. There will be
storytelling, American Indian food, stu-
dent art competition & exhibit, dem-
onstrations, dancing, educational ex-
hibitsand more.

Tulsa Event Center islocated at
2625 South Memorial Drivein Tulsa.
General Admission is $5.00. Preview
Night is$40.00, reservationsonly.

Artist reception & poster sign-
ing, including dance performances,
wine tasting, and Juried Art Awards.
February 17, 2006 at 7 p.m.

For more information, contact
randi @nimi.us.

reach Carla Brown at:

e-mail:CBrown@muscogeenation-nsn.gov  phone: (918) 732-7643
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SWEETHEART OFADEAL Having trouble sleeping? Or are  SENIORSWAKE UPAND WIN

We're here to make your life a
little sweeter at Creek Nation Casino!
60 winnerswill be awarded every day
through February 28, with drawingsat
9am, 12 pm, 3pm, 6 pm, 9 pm, and 12
am. Each person whose nameisdrawn
will choose a candy bar worth up to
$10,000in cash. It will definitely bethe
richest chocolate you have ever had!

THE GREAT 8ATV GIVEAWAY

We are giving away an ATV ev-
ery Tuesday night at Creek Nation Ca-
sino! Register at the PlayersClub start-
ing at 6 pm every Tuesday through Feb-
ruary 28. We will have hourly cash
drawings for $100 from 7 pmto 9 pm
leading up to our ATV giveaway each
Tuesday at 10 pm.

2006 SUPER BOWL SPECTACU-
LAR(FEBRUARY 5)

Catch every moment of the big
game and take home some cash dur-
ing our 2006 Super Bow! Spectacular.
Begin registering at Guest Services at
5 pm for $100 drawingsevery hour from
6 pm to 11 pm. Enjoy watching the
game on our plasma televisions
throughout the casino and enjoy free
snacks and beverages.

IF'YOU SNOOZE, YOU LOSE

you a night owl? Head down to Creek
Nation Casinofor our new late night pro-
motion! Swipein at Guest Servicesstart-
ing at 11 pm every Sunday through
Wednesday in February for $150 draw-
ingsfrom 12 am-3amand afinal draw-
ing at 4 am for $400!

MEN’ SNIGHT-Big League Fantasy

The Big League Fantasy Grand
Prize Winner will receive atrip for two
to the 2006 NBA Finals, 2006 Stanley
Cup Finals, 2006 World Seriesand 2007
Super Bowl. Every Wednesday be-
tween 7 pm and 10 pm, drawings will
be held every half hour with prizes to-
taling $2,500. At 10 pm, wewill pick two
lucky winnersto receive $500 plusaBig
League Fantasy Certificate that could
possibly earn you the Big League Fan-
tasy Grand Prize on February 22!

LADIESNIGHT-Queen of Machines

Ladies, swipe your cards starting
at 6 pm every Monday, becauseat 7 pm,
50 ladies will be drawn to compete in
our $10 match play tournament. The
winner of each round will play in the
final round of the night totaling $2,500in
cash prizes. Plus, the top two scores
from each week’s tournament will win
a seat in our Bring Back Tournament
on February 20 to compete for a 2006
Chevy Cobalt!

Seniors, rise and shine at Creek
Nation Casino Mondays through Thurs-
days. From 9 amto 1 pm, our valued se-
nior guests will receive $5 free play and
complimentary breakfast at our Jackpot
Café. What better way to start the day
than with Creek Nation Casino’'s Wake
Upand Win promotion.

POKER PROMOTIONS: SUPER
BOWL POKERFARTY

Join us in the Poker Room during
the Super Bowl from 2 pm — 2 am for
$200 hourly cash drawings. Any drawing
that does not go will roll over to thefinal
drawing at 2 am. Playersmust be playing
at apoker tableto bedligible.

THEBIGBOUNTY POKER TOUR-
NAMENT

Play in The Big Bounty, our newest
No Limit Hold'em Tournament every
Thursday and Sunday at 7 pmand receive
an extra $20 for every player you elimi-
nate!

Registration begins at 6:30 pm and
isopento everyone, withatotal buy-in of
$115.

DAILY RIVER SHOWDOWN
Pull up a seat in Oklahoma's most
upscale Poker Room for our Daily River

Showdown tournamentsstarting at 9 am.
Registration begins at 8:30 am and is
open to everyone, with atotal buy-in of
just $30.

MEN’S NIGHT — THE BIG ONE
POKERTOURNAMENT

The Big One, Creek Nation
Casino’'s Men's Night no-limit Texas
Hold'em tournament starts at 7 pm ev-
ery Wednesday, with registration begin-
ning at 6:30 pm ($115 total buy-in).

LADIESTEXASHOLD'EM TOUR-
NAMENTS

Ladies Night TexasHold'em tour-
naments start a 7 pm every Monday.
Registration begins at 6:30 pm and is
open to al ladies, with atotal buy-in of
just $30.

BLACKJACK PROMOTIONS:
Paydays of Spades: Receive a
suited spaded Blackjack and win a bo-
nusof $25 during our Paydays of Spades
promotion. With our now famous Envy
Bonus, each player at the table who is
actively betting will beawarded abonus
meatching hisor her original bet, upto$10.
Other great bonuses include: 7-7-7 of
Spades - $150; 6-7-8 of Spades - $100.
(24 hours a day, seven days aweek)

NIGA challenges gaming tribes to support Artrain USA

WASHINGTON D.C. — The
National Indian Gaming Association
(NIGA) announced it’s continued fi-
nancial support of Artrain USA’s na-
tional touring art exhibition Native
Views: Influences in Modern Cul-
ture. This contemporary Native
American exhibition is touring coast
to coast through December 2007 and
will reach more than 100 communities
nationwide. Artrain USA recently com-
pleted its 2005 schedule traveling to
statesin the Northeast, including New
York and the Washington D.C. area.
In 2006 Artrain USA will focus on the
West Coast and Alaska, and in 2007 it
will visit Floridaand the central states.

“This tour is very important be-
cause it reaches audiences who may
never go to amuseum or visit an exhi-
bition,” said NIGA Chairman Ernest
Stevens, Jr. “NIGA is honored to pro-
vide financial support to this project
and encourages tribes throughout the
nation to do the same. Indian people
have always used art as a means of
cultural and individual expression. It
isthrough exhibition like Native Views
that Native and non-Natives alike may
gain adeeper understanding of our so-
ciety and ourselves.”

The Gila River Indian Commu-
nity of Arizonais the first Tribal na-
tion to respond to NIGA's challenge
and made a $2,500 donation.

“Artrain USA is making an im-
pact on Indian Country and it should
be supported.,” said NIGA Executive

Director Mark Van Norman. “We feel

it is important to present the Native

American point of view in art, and Na-

tive Views is an excellent exhibition.”
Thoughthe

richness, complexity, and breadth of
contemporary Native American art
while examining varying perspectives
on society. Among the artists are Kay

Walkingstick

Native Views
national tour, .
Artrain USA is
working with
Tribes, Native
American orga-
nizations and
communities,
artsgroups, mu-
seums, libraries,
and ahost of oth-
ers to develop
cross-cultural
collaborations
involving diverse

NATIONAL
INDIAN
GAMING
ASSOCIATION

(Cherokee),
James Lavadour
(Walla Walla /
Umatilla), Gail
Tremblay
(Onodadga /
Micmac), Harry
Fonesca
(Nisenan-
Maidu), and
Roxanne
Swentzelll
(Santa Carla
Pueblo).
Artrain

populations.

These collaborations have along-term
positive benefits for the partnering or-
ganizations and their communities.
Artrain USA expects to welcome
100,000 visitorsin 50 Native and non-
Native communities over the remain-
ing two years of the four-year project.
Native Views: Influences of Modern
Culture displays more than 70 con-
temporary artworks by 54 living Na-
tiveAmerican artistsfrom over 45 Na-
tive American Nations. Guest curator,
Jonna Bigfeather (Western Cherokee
and Mescalero Apace) redefines Na-
tive art by broadening the limits and
confronting the stereotypes that cur-
rently define it. Visitors discover the

USA is a non-
profit arts organization headquartered
inAnnArbor, Michigan. Itsmissionis
to enrich lives and build communities
through the arts. An art museum
housed invintagerail carsthat travels
viathenation’srailways, Artrain USA
bringsworld class art exhibitions and
art education programs to communi-
ties and their residents. Artrain USA
deliversexceptional opportunitiesfor
learning, growth, and art appreciation
while encouraging the development of
local cultural programs and organiza-
tions. Sinceitsinception in 1971, has
welcomed more than 3 million visitors
during the 800 community visits.

NIGA, established in 1985 is a

nonprofit organization of 168 Indian
Nations with other nonvoting associ-
ate members representing organiza-
tions, tribes, and businesses engaged
in tribal gaming enterprises from
around the country. The common com-
mitment and purpose of NIGA is to
advance the lives of Indian peoples
economically, socially, and politically.
NIGA operates asaclearinghouse and
an educational, legislative, and public
policy resourcefor tribes, policy mak-
ers, and the public on Indian gaming
issues and tribal community develop-
ment.

The Gila River Indian Commu-
nity is an alliance of two tribes, the
Akimel O’odham (Pima) and the Pee
Posh (Maricopa); itisthe Indian Com-
munity in the Phoenix, Arizonametro-
politan area. With a population over
19,000 members the goal of the Com-
munity isto provide quality serviceto
residentsliving in each of itsseven dis-
tricts and continue to develop eco-
nomic diversity to build a strong fu-
ture for the Community through cul-
tural projects such as Artrain USA.

For more information on NIGA
visit www.Indiangaming.org or call
(202) 546-7711. For information on the
GROC visit www.gric.nsn.us/ or call
(520) 562-6001. For information on
Artrain USA and to view images from
Native Views visit
www.ArtrainUSA.org or call 1-800-
ART-1971.

NIGA issuesastatement concerning Jack Abramoff’ sguilty pleaagreement

WASHINGTON D.C. — The
National Indian Gaming Association
(NIGA) isissuing aformal statement
regarding Jack Abramoff’s guilty plea
agreement on Federal charges of con-
spiracy, mail fraud and tax evasion.

“Itisindeed sad and very wrong
that Mr. Abramoff violated the trust
of so many. He violated the trust of
not only Indian tribes but also politi-
cians, banks and major corporations,
charitable organizations, aFederal ter-
ritory, his own law firm, and the pub-
lic. Tribal governments, like state and

local governments, seek the assistance
of lawyers and professionals to pro-
tect their government rights and fur-
ther thelegitimate goals of tribal com-
munities. Mr. Abramoff was a mem-
ber of a major national law firm and
hisclients, both Indian and non-Indian,
were entitled to the highest standard
of professional conduct,” said NIGA
chairman Ernest L. Stevens, Jr.
“The United States has a trust
responsibility to protect Indian tribes.
We are confident that the Justice De-
partment will prosecute Mr. Abramoff

and other offenders like Mr. Scanlon
who knowingly conspired with him, to
thefull extent of thelaw, and we fully
support the Department’s efforts,”
said Stevens.

“Abramoff’s conviction makes
clear that there is a legal framework
in place to protect Indian tribes from
fraud. Asthe court ordered, the tribes
that wereinjured by hisfraud deserve
to be compensated.”

NIGA, established in 1985 is a
nonprofit organization of 168 Indian
Nations with other nonvoting associ-

ate members representing organiza-
tions, tribes, and businesses engaged
in tribal gaming enterprises from
around the country. The common com-
mitment and purpose of NIGA is to
advance the lives of Indian peoples
economically, socially, and politically.
NIGA operates asaclearinghouse and
an educational, legislative, and public
policy resourcefor tribes, policy mak-
ers, and the public on Indian gaming
issues and tribal community develop-
ment.

reach Josh Slane at:
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Chili: It'snot just for Winter anymore

TULSA —1n 1988, apoll was con-
ducted in Oklahoma. Although the survey
is alittle outdated, odds are the results
haven't redlly changed that much. Cultural
geographer, John Milbaver, conducted a
foodways survey of Oklahomarestaurants
and concluded thet chicken fried stegk, chili,
and barbecuewereamong Oklahomans fa-
voritefoods.

The unique mixture of chili, or con
carne for you hard-core purists, which ba
sicaly requiresground beef, red chili pow-
der, andjust about anything red or spicy, has
always been alocal favorite, especialy
among NativeAmericans.

Hardly canoneatendaChurchsing-
ing, Community meetingdinner, or somespe-
cid Indianfunction, and not find the specia
dish that is certainly a ‘God-send’. Even
though it seemsthat winter iswhen people
seem to redlly concentrate on creeting the
“perfect’ bowl of chili. But don't et falling
temperatures and alittle bit of snow onthe
ground be the only reeson that you enjoy
chili. Peopleenjoy other hot mealsthrough-
out the year, so don't limit yourself to just
one season for thisbowl of ‘good stuff’.

Chili redlly doeshaveIndigenouscon-
nections, even though the true roots of it
beganjust south of the border in Mexico.

In 1842, when Cherokee language
creator Sequoyah and other tribal members
weresearching for survivorsfromthe 1839
Texan-Cherokee war, they ventured to the
Rio Grandearea. Uponbeingintroducedto
somefriendly hosts, they were trested to a
spicy concoction of chunks of boiled mest
seasoned with spicy peppers. The Indians,
liketoday, didn’t turnit down.

As chili made its historical march
through generations and ages, it ventured
northward acrosssmall Mexicanand Texas
towns. Picking up various stylesand tastes
that helped to define eech region, such as
your Southwest stylechili, Texaschili (which
traditionally doesn't containany beans) and
chili concarne(Mexican style) with beans.
Therich foundation of thisred dish helped
to establish other sauces and mixtures for
sasa, tamaes and enchiladas aswell.

In Oklahoma, a good bowl of chili
crossesall recia barriers. Oklahomanslike
to compliment themselveson knowing how
tomakegood chili, and most of thetimeit's
true.

Even though Texas is the first U.S.
Sate that likes to clam proper heritage to
chili, the Sooner Stateisup for competition
anytime. According to the Oklahoma His-
torical Soceity, in1989, Chili USA, aWash-
ington, D.C. based group led by former
OklahomansLou Priebeand R.N. Dunagan
111, convinced U.S. Rep. Glenn English of
Cordell to co-sponsor legidationmeking chili
the officia food of the United States. The
effortturned out tobeprimarily amediaevent
but may revedl chili’s symbolic rolein the
processof maintaining agroupidentity (and
advertising Oklahoma). As to the sugges-
tionthat the Oklahomavariety wasjust like
theat of Texas, Chili USA responded thet “the
difference between Oklahoma chili and
Texas chili is the difference between Will
Rogersand JR. Ewing.”

Tulsa has one of the most historical

chili placesof dl. 1n1909, Frank Morrishad
achili parlor, ayear later hehired lvan“ ke’
Johnsonwho went onto creete* Ike's Chili
House” Johnson would set up shop in the
downtown area. As suiccess continued, and
expansion came, Johnson would
experiement with optionsand added forms
tothechili including spaghetti, or spaghetti
with beans.

Back to Will Rogers, the famous
Oklahomen oftenvisited Ike'sand called it
“abowl of blessedness’. It'salso been said
that Rogers once turned down a banquet
meal beforeaspesking engagement just o
he could goto Ike's, saying “I can always

eat chicken, but | can't

New T radition (linic

2121 5. 125th . Ave, Suite 103 ~ Tulsa, OK_ 74129
Diabetic Footcare 5pcc|’a|t9 Clinic

Finally! Mope for Diabetes

If you have had Diabetes For 7-10 years, come into our
clinic for preventive foot care therapy once a month.

FORAFFOINTMENTSCALL: 718432 9060-

aways et a Ike'd”
Ike's Chili House
is now located at 5941
East Admirial Place.
Restaurant hours are
Monday through Friday
from 10 am. to 7 pm.
and Saturdays from 10
am.to3pm.

Food Review:

Jason Salsman
TULSA —When
you arive & lke's Chili
House in Tulsa, the firgt
thingyouseeisthedogan

of-arkind taste. It's no coincidence that the
TulsaWorldoncewrateof Ike's,“ Paishasits
Foyot's New YorkitsSherry's, New Orleans
itsAntoinésand TulsaitsIke's”

| haveto say that thisrestaurant istruly
uniqueinthefact thetit'ssoleculinary besisis
chili. Many peoplehaveaea restarantsbrag-
gingabout their hamburgersand chili, butthis
place focuses soldly on the con came. Sure,
therearevaigtiesof thedish. Itcomesstraight,
with beens, threeway under a bed of spa
ghetti and topped on either aconey dog or a
bundleof fritosfor addiciouschili pie.

Thesarviceisgredt, with thewait staff
attentiveand eeger togiveoutinformationon
someof themorefavoriteitemsfromsomeof
theregular customers Weweretoldthat most
popular itemonthemenuwould probebly be
the three way chili, as it was the one most
oftenrequested. Looking around & thelunch
crowd it wes hard not to assume that thises-
tablishment provided quality eets Itwaspacked
andit ssemed that only our party wasvisiting
for thefirsttime.

As we ordered our food the waitress
informed usthat wewould be getting afresh

ingtothehustleand bustle of the Tulsalunch
crowd. Inand out and beck towork istheidea
when edting & Ike's, and the best part isthat
thefood does't have ahurried teste:

The chili was ddlicious, just aswe ex-
pected. It was not as overly hot but perfectly
seasonedwith theright blend of spices Don't
ask for thecombination, therecipehasbeena
family secret for meny years only trustedtoa
select few who know how to conjure up the
perfect concoction. Don't worry about heart-
bumwithIke's it settlesvery nicely. Youmay
beableto changethet by applying Ike'sflam-
ing hebenero sauce or thefiery chipotle, but |
decided not to teke therisk. Besides, to meit
wasjust finethe way it was served splashed
withjustatingeof Louisanahot sauce. After
finishing off abow of chili or afrito pie, cus-
tomerscanhavetherr pick of anassortment of
homemade cobblers alamode. They offer
cherry, peech, gppleand blackberry for those
who ned alittleextraat theend totop every-
thingoff. Thiswasanenjoyablediningexperi-
enceand oneof thebest kept secretsin Tulsa
Thosewho know thelocation certainly know
thetasteand they keep coming beck for more

batchof chili that hadjust recently beenmade.  of theone-of-arkind experience.
Not knowing any better,

wewereplessarthinking Selina Jayne (Miscogse Credk)
thatthefreshest betchhed Basiity ConiliarbiCumes
todsobethetadtiest. But,

thenicelady informed us
that the older thechili the

>
Purchase, Refinance or Debt Consolidation
Good, Bad, or NO Credit, Call me

ALLEN W. MITCHELL
LOAN OFFICER
Cell: 310.612.7212
1225 W, 100th Street, #2258  ~  Gardenia, CA 90248
Ofic: 310,856, 5100 Fux: 3108565105

painted onthewindow. It
smply states “The Chili
For All Seesons” and it
trulyis Yousee thisplace
isa Tulsa landmark thet
packs a varied and one-

better it tasteshecausethe:
picesgettimetosetin.
Our order cameout
rather quickly and it was
easy to see that lke's
hangs their hat on cater-

MERLE NORMAN

Creek Girl, LLC
10 Oak Street ~ Bufaula, OK 7442
Pho:918.618.4301 ~ Fax918.618.4305.
email; creclgiellle @ intellex.com
Indepedently owned and opersted

reach Carla Brown at:
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